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The topic of city control group include civic, po-

of the Kansas City Mis-
souri Police Department
has once again come to
the forefront.

On March 15, Mayor
Sly James convened a
surprise news conference
to announce a “Blue Rib-
bon Commission to study
the issue of local control
for Kansas City’s police
department,” according to
his press release. Co-
chairs of the 30-member
group are outgoing Police
Board Commissioner Pat
Mclnerney and former
Kansas City Mayor Kay
Barnes.

“The object of the
group is to look at the
governance structure as it
exists now and determine
whether there is a better
option,” Mclnerney said.

Other members of the

litical, business and faith
leaders, as well as mem-
bers of the Fraternal Or-
der of Police and the de-
partment’s Research and
Development Division.

Once the St. Louis Met-
ropolitan Police Depart-
ment goes under city con-
trol on July 1, Kansas
City will remain the only
police department in the
nation governed by a
board of police commis-
sioners appointed by the
governor and confirmed
by the state senate. The
mayor also serves on the
police board. The situa-
tion may be unique, but
many say that doesn’t
mean it’s bad.

A March 8 Kansas City
Star article reported that

— Continued on p. 3

) HOME, SWEET HOME RULE.

This political cartoon by Daniel Fitzpatrick was
published in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch in 1939 to
show KCPD corruption during the last period of
city control in the 1930s, known as “Home Rule.”

Forum brings former chiefs together

There are only a
few people in the
world who know
what it’s like to lead
the Kansas City Mis-
souri Police Depart-
ment, and they re-
cently united in a rare
event.

Five of them came
together for a panel
discussion on March
26 at the Kansas City
Public Library to talk
about the Police De-
partment, its history
and the very demand-
ing job they shared in

Former KCPD chiefs at the March 26 “Top Cops” panel
discussion were Joseph McNamara, Richard Easley, Floyd
Bartch, current Chief Darryl Forté and James Corwin.

a presentation titled “Top Cops.”

The Kansas City Police Historical Society
(KCPHS) helped coordinate the event.

“We wanted it to be interesting, informative and

educational,” said
Sergeant Tony
Sanders, KCPHS
president. “... The
ability to get them
together is a once-in
-a-lifetime opportu-
nity,” Sanders said.

The Historical
Society’s early goal
was to educate resi-
dents about the Po-
lice Department to
create better rela-
tionships with the
public.

“With this forum
we wanted to talk

about the chiefs’ tenures, but I also believe we can
learn from others’ mistakes,”

Sanders said.
Joseph McNamara (1973-1976), Floyd Bartch

Continued on p. 2




Ivanhoe Commumty Officers cover up graffiti

Taking advantage of a
break in the weather, Ivanhoe
Community Officers Matt
Brummett and Andrew Gore,
recently donned their Police t |
-shirts, grabbed some not-so- [&
familiar “weapons” and set
out to do some not-so- r
ordinary policing in the Ivan- |\
hoe neighborhood.

Arriving at their destina-
tion, 3838 Woodland, Brum-
mett, Gore and a local com-
munity member were ready
to pop the lid and commence
a welcome transformation:
transforming a graffiti-laden
building from an eyesore to a

very public message board. That message being: graffiti doesn’t
belong on the area’s vacant buildings.
Modeling their idea from the Westside Community Action Net-

Officers Andrew Gore and Matthew Brummett abated
graffiti as part of their community policing efforts in the
Ivanhoe neighborhood.

Villalobos and Matt Tomasic.

Gore says, “We reached out to
them for help, utilized what they
learned and worked closely with
them.”

“They supplied the paint,” added
Brummett, while stirring the 5-gallon
bucket with a stick he used as an im-
promptu paint mixer.

For future cover-ups, they plan to
use supplies acquired from funds the
City has set aside for graffiti abate-
ment.

Since being assigned to the Ivan-
hoe neighborhood — Gore since Sep-
tember and Brummett since January —
they have regularly attended commu-
nity meetings. While common crime

issues would be discussed, graffiti seemed to be what residents

were most interested in addressing.

“It was a chance to do something more proactive and put out

work (CAN) Center’s efforts to eradicate unsightly tagging small fires,” Gore explained. “It’s a chance for us to set the exam-

throughout their neighborhoods, they contacted Officers Chato
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Cetrtificate of Commendation

Officer Eric Byers
Officer Chatham Reeve

Sergeant Michael Griggs

Officer Galand McGinness

Officer David Millen
Officer James Knight

Detective Darryl Ward

Retired Sergeant Lewis
Anderson

Retired Detective
Herman Brummett

Retired Civilian
Rochester “Rose” Kendall

(1996-1999), Richard Easley (1999-
2004), James Corwin (2004-2011)
and current chief Darryl L. Forté
were the participating chiefs of po-
lice. Steven Bishop and Larry Joiner,
the two other living Kansas City Po-
lice chiefs, couldn’t make it.

“The biggest challenge was getting
everyone’s schedules clear to attend,”
Sanders said. “Getting everyone back
was a chore.”

There were lots of opinions voiced,
questions asked and laughter shared
between the chiefs and the audience
while discussing technology changes,
crime rates, community policing and
city control.

Retired Chief Bartch expressed
support for the department’s current
system of governance under a Board
of Police Commissioners.

“The ability to be Chief of Police
and be responsible to the board and
go out and do what’s right for the
citizens and for the police department
is a very good and honorable thing,”
Bartch said. “We have a very pre-
cious thing in our city, and I think we
should keep it,” he added.

Other retired chiefs noted what an
impact technology has had on polic-

Continued on p. 4
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ing.

“Times have changed dramatically
technology-wise,” Retired Chief Eas-
ley said. “It’s like going from horse
and buggy to landing on the moon.”

Retired Chief Corwin explained
how technological advances were
implemented when he was in office.

“What’s driving a lot of the tech-
nology in my term was the younger
officers we were hiring were de-
manding it,” Corwin said.

Sergeant Sanders said it was
enlightening to hear all the perspec-
tives.

“It is invaluable to be able to ask
questions on their views,” Sanders
said. “It was priceless... to be able to
learn and listen to what they went
through.”

He thought the overall forum went
well.

“I think it did all the things we
wanted it to do: it was well attended,
informative and highlighted the His-
torical Society exhibit.”

KCPHS and the Library are pre-
senting an exhibit outlining police
department history at the Central
Library, 14 W. 10" St. The exhibit
will be up until June 30, 2013.

Informant page 2

April 2013



News in Brief

Research & Development paper airplane contest

The officers and civilian employees of the Research and Develop-
ment Unit (responsible for all department policies, researching new
practices and technologies and more) blew off some steam March
29 with a paper airplane contest over their lunch break. Prizes were
awarded for distance and design.

Annual Memorial Service moving to Academy field

The annual Kansas City Police Memorial Service will move to the
athletic field of the Regional Police Academy, 6885 N.E. Pleasant
Valley Rd., at 10 a.m. May 23. The service typically takes place in
front of Headquarters, but renovations have blocked the front of the
building as well as put the memorial statue in storage.

not many local or state officials were interested in changing the
governance system. “In fact, most lawmakers repeat the old refrain,
‘if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it,”” the article stated.

City Councilwoman Jan Marcason told the Star, “It’s certainly a
peculiar setup, but there hasn’t been a huge public outcry to change
it.”

At an April 4 forum sponsored by the Citizens Association of
Kansas City and Kansas City Public Library, former Police Board
President Karl Zobrist and For-
mer Police Chief James
Corwin argued the current sys-
tem insulates the police depart-
ment from politics and allows
the Chief to govern the depart-
ment like a professional C.E.O.
without pressure from city
council members about where
to allocate police resources.

City Councilman Ed Ford
said the current governance
model insulates the department
from the public by cutting out
their elected representatives.

“If it’s such a good system,
why isn’t every other city in

Photo courtesy Kansas City Public Library

CITY CONTROL, CONT. FROM P. 1

Steve Glorioso — who campaigned for city control of the St.
Louis Police Department — said putting the Kansas City Police
Department under city control would save tax-payer dollars be-
cause functions like information technology, human resources and
fleet operations could be consolidated. Corwin said many of those
consolidations already have taken place.

Mclnerney said the city’s new police governance task force will
look at how a police department can be governed in the best of all
possible worlds and then de-
cide whether KCPD meets
those standards. It also must
determine whether govern-
ance would have any effect
on how those standards are
met.

“We have to ask very ba-
sic questions about what gov-
ernance is,” he said. “People
talk about what local control
is as if everyone understands
it to mean the same thing.”

At the forum, different
definitions of local control
were debated. Zobrist said
the police department has
local control now because all

the nation clamoring to do it
that way?” he asked.
Zobrist said he was unsure.
“To me, the more pertinent
question is, ‘Is this working?’”’

One forum attendee asked how the City could be entrusted with
managing the police department after issues that arose with its
takeover of the MAST Ambulance Service and a federal lawsuit

against its Water Department.

Councilman Ford responded because he is held accountable by
voters while police board members aren’t.

Participants in the local control forum were former Police Board
President Karl Zobrist, Retired Police Chief James Corwin, City
Councilman Ed Ford and Campaign Manager Steve Glorioso.

posing was local political control.

the Board members must be
residents of Kansas City. He
said what others were pro-

Mclnerney said the commission wants to solicit input from the
public and police department members and is discussing ways to
do so. They plan to issue a report with recommendations to the

mayor by October 2013. Because the department is currently gov-

changing state law.

erned by a state-appointed board, any changes would require
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ple and think outside the box with commu-
nity members.”

The building at 38" and Woodland was a
deliberate choice. It is a highly visible lo-
cation, with proximity to both 39™ Street
and South 71 Highway. Brummett said the
building’s owner had received a
notice from the City Codes Of-
fice informing him that if the
building was not cleaned up, he
would be cited.

“We’re trying to build rela-
tionships with business own-
ers,” Brummett said. “We’re
volunteering our time and try-
ing to come alongside them.”

Stopping by during their
painting efforts, Sergeant Larry
Schoen said Brummett and
Gore have done a lot of great
things in Ivanhoe.

“They’ve set up an office at
the community center and set out a box for
people to drop anonymous comments or
concerns,” Sgt. Schoen said. “They even
created an Ivanhoe email address for people
to use.”

Officer Jim Schriever, Central Patrol
Division Community Interaction Officer,
assisted in a painting project in the commu-

nity, as well. Paint and supplies are given
to local citizens to bring their houses up to
code and avoid being ticketed. Homeown-
ers are required to show proper identifica-
tion at the community center at 3700
Woodland to receive the free supplies.

Wielding a paint brush is not the only
talent Officers Gore and Brummett are us-
ing to improve the neighborhood to which
they’re assigned. Brummett said they have
started a community garden at 37" and
Woodland, similar to the one the Westside
CAN has done.

Margaret May, Executive Director of the

GRAFFITI, CONT. FROM P. 2

Ivanhoe Neighborhood Council, couldn’t
praise the officers enough for their efforts.

“We’re overjoyed with their involvement
and dedication to help improve the
neighborhood,” she said.

She was happy to report the building they
painted was still graffiti-free almost
two weeks later.

“I think the fact that the KCPD
was seen painting, it had a good mes-
sage to whoever did it,” May said.
“Should the graffiti reappear, we will
re-do it.”

May went on to boast that Brum-
mett and Gore had recently walked
the 3300-3400 blocks of Wabash,
Olive and Park and worked with the
city to board up vacant houses. She
said the officers have encouraged
residents to become involved.

“They are where the rubber meets
the road, and one reason we have a
strong working relationship with CPD
(Central Patrol Division),” she said.

So, while the paint has since dried on the
corner of 38™ and Woodland, Brummett
and Gore are planning future projects. With
their determined and eager attitudes,
neighbors agree the [vanhoe Community is
sure to benefit and be better for it.

Kansas City Missouri Police Department

1125 Locust
Kansas City, MO 64106
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