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The Mission of the
Kansas City Missouri
Police Department, is to
protect and serve with
professionalism, honor
and integrity.

Vision

To make Kansas City and
the metropolitan area the
safest community in the
nation as a result of the
efforts of the Kansas City
Missouri Police Depart-
ment and its many
partners.

The Informant is a

Kansas City Police will
have a new presence on the
west side of downtown when
the Central Patrol Footbeat
substation opens next month at
1016A Central St.

Footbeat has been located
in the Police Headquarters
basement at 1125 Locust for
the last few years. Before that,
it was in another downtown
office space, but few people
knew they were there.

“We want to be more ac-
cessible to the community, and
this space is more visible,”
Footbeat Sergeant David Jack-
son said. “People who live and
work downtown don’t walk
into the basement of Head-
quarters to find an officer.”

Downtown businesses
collaborated to donate Foot-
beat’s new office space. It’s
behind the Downtown Mar-
riott Hotel, across the street
from the new Crossroads Ur-
ban Academy charter school,

and around the corner from
Footbeat’s busiest location for
complaints: the large bus sta-
tion hub at 10" and Main.

The businesses who do-
nated the office space want to
remain anonymous, but one of
their project coordinators said
he’s thrilled to have the police
in that spot, and he hopes they
stay for a long time.

“It’s a really positive
thing for the police, and for
the children at the school,
business people, and visitors
who frequent the area to have
the presence of the Kansas
City Police Department,” the
project coordinator said.

Footbeat covers an area
from the River Market to 14™

Street, and Broadway to Char-
lotte. They work when down-
town is most bustling, from 7
a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday

Sergeant David Jackson showed off the
entrance to the new Central Patrol Foot-
beat substation at 1016A Central Street.
The location was donated by businesses

located on the west side of downtown. It
should open to the public in October.

through Friday, and at special
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HQ renovations progressing nicely

Z Newly remodeled floors in Headquarters will
be ready for move-in by late November.
Floors 1, 6 and 7 soon will welcome their

slated to open in January 2014. It will be con-
 nected to the first floor.

The original Headquarters building was con-
' structed over an 18-month period from 1936 to
1938, City Architect Eric Bosch said. It had a
steel structure, brick walls and was clad with
Pendergast concrete. There are no load-bearing
walls in the building, which is instead supported
with steel and concrete columns. This made it
easy to completely rework the interior of each

This is what the lobby on the first floor of
Headquarters looks like right now, facing south. The
main entrance is on the right side of the picture. The
first, sixth and seventh floors should be fully renovated
and opened by November.

floor, Bosch said.

Major Sharon Laningham of the Capital Im-
provements Unit said the remodel will make for
much more functional spaces while bringing back
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Top brass get dunked for a great cause

A new event joined the ranks of fund-raisers the
KCPD puts on every year for Special Olympics Mis-
souri, and this one let department members dunk their
bosses.

Dunk-a-Cop took place Sept. 6 at the Kansas City
Police Credit Union’s main branch. Fifteen of KCPD’s
top brass volunteered to take a turn in a dunk tank for
the cause, including Chief Darryl Forté. Department
members paid $5 for three chances at dunking com-
manders. Altogether, the event raised more than $3,300
for Special Olympics Missouri (SOMO).

Captain Stephenie Price was the dunk tank’s first
victim.

“If I were an officer, I would want to dunk a com-
mander,” she said.

Captain Karen True of the Communications Unit
and Administrative Assistant Michelle Stirnaman of the
Media Unit created and planned the event as part of
KCPD’s participation in the Law Enforcement Torch
Run. Captain True, a member of the Torch Run commit-
tee, said the Torch Run is an ongoing effort by law en-
forcement agencies all over the country to raise money for Special
Olympics.

In Kansas City, some of the events have included the Polar
Bear Plunge, the Broadway Bridge Run, Tip-A-Cop and Over the
Edge. Dunk-a-Cop is the latest addition.

So why a new event?

“I just want to increase donations and awareness on this side
of the state,” Capt. True said. “... To see adults and children with
disabilities and the joy (Special Olympics) gives them, and to see
the happiness on their faces makes it all worth it.”

Stirnaman said she was excited about organizing Dunk-a-
Cop.

“I love to have fun and plan events,” Stirnaman said. “I
wanted to help raise money for a good cause.”

Many people and organizations helped make the event a suc-
cess. The Credit Union donated a barbecue lunch and charged
attendees $5 for it, with all proceeds going to SOMO. They also
raffled off a gun safe. Officer John Lopez, aka “DJ Johnny Boy”
of the North Patrol Division, donated his DJ services. Captain
Darrel Bergquist of the Research and Development Unit and Ser-
geant David Jackson of Central Patrol Footbeat gave of their time
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Entrant Officer Class 148 Graduates

g |
B P

2

ﬁ'ﬁ[u

P’

Chlef Darryl Forte took his turn in the dunk tank to raise funds for
Special Olympics Missouri in the first-ever Dunk-a-Cop event Sept. 6.

and livened up the event by heckling the dunkees and dunkers.
Many department members also donated their time to make the
event run smoothly.

“This event was a big joint effort,” Stirnaman said. “We
couldn’t have done it without all the volunteers.”

Gladstone Dodge also lent a 2013 Dodge Challenger for the
day to help sell raffle tickets. The Missouri Auto Dealer Associa-
tion donates a car each year to be raffled off for Special Olym-
pics. A Challenger will be raffled off November 30. Tickets will
continue to be for sale until October 30, with all proceeds going to
SOMO.

All the dunkees who participated agreed to donate $5 for each
time they hit the water. Major Diane Mozzicato and Major Robin
Houston tied with the most dunks at 13, Major Mike Corwin had
12, and Chief Forté took third with 11 dunks.

“It turned out better than expected,” Stirnaman said. “T wasn’t
sure what to expect for the first time doing this event, but I was
super surprised how much money we raised.”

To date, the KCPD has raised more than $140,000 for Special
Olympics Missouri.

Entrant Officer Class 148 graduated August 15 with 21 offi-
cers being sworn into the Kansas City Missouri Police De-
partment, and nine sworn into outside agencies. The Rich-
ard Fletcher Memorial Director's Award went to KCPD’s
Jared Fugate. Class Valedictorian was Kirsten Baker of the
Independence Police Department.
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the grandeur of the original building. Eleva-
tor lobbies will be restored to their original
appearance, and much of the building’s
marble is being removed, restored and put
back in place. Some things are best left in
the past, however. Workers had to abate
asbestos and lead paint.

A new tower on the north side of the
building will house all the building’s rest-
rooms and mechanical equipment, freeing
up space by moving those functions from
the interior of Headquarters.

The biggest change the public will see
to the building’s interior is on the first floor,
which Bosch said was last remodeled in the
1970s when air-conditioning was installed.
The Records Unit will move to the other
side of the building, taking over the east and
north sides. The Private Alarm Section also

will move onto the first floor, on the south
side.

“We’re trying to put the units with the
most public draw lower in the building,
where they’re more publicly accessible,”
Major Laningham said.

A public restroom also will be added to
the first floor. A conference room will be
just to the left of the entrance. It can hold
over-flow from the community room with a
live video feed. The community room will
be the new meeting location for the Board
of Police Commissioners.

The space where the Board used to
meet on the sixth floor now features a new
line-up room for victims and witnesses to
identify suspects as well as interrogation
rooms. The Assault Squad and Violent
Crimes Division Office will move to Floor

HQ CONSTRUCTION, CONT. FROM P. 1

6 in November. A prosecutor also will be
located on site there. Separate waiting
rooms will keep victims and witnesses apart
from suspects.

The whole seventh floor will be de-
voted to the Homicide Unit. In fact, upon
completion, floors 5, 6 and 7 will be wholly
occupied by Violent Crimes.

“They really need the space,” Major
Laningham said. “They’ve been crammed
for too long.”

The seventh floor will have four differ-
ent spaces for the four homicide squads, as
well as interrogation, waiting and meeting
rooms. Each squad room will have its own
kitchenette. The Victim Advocate’s office
also will be on 7.

Chaplain Serita Wright:

International Orphanages

Dumpsters are for trash not children. Abandoned in a dump-

ster last November, a 3-year-
old girl is now safe and
thriving, thanks to the love
and support of KCPD Chap-
lain Dr. Serita Wright.

Dr. Wright, along with
Dr. Esperanza Boyd, Pastor
of the Jesus Hope of the
World Ministry, commit
their time, financial support
and endless love to orphaned
and abandoned children in
La Junta, Chihuahua, Mex-
ico, and across the Atlantic
Ocean in Sierra Leone, West
Africa. They visit each or-
phanage yearly.

The African facility has
been in existence since

boys’ school. Wright and
five other women started a

not-for-profit organization called Footprints of Grace, (you can
find them on Facebook) to pay for school fees and clothing for the
800 boys who range from 11-17 years old. Smiling, Dr. Wright
says, “The boys call me ‘Oroputto’ or ‘white girl.””

Located in the remote city of La Junta, Chihuahua, Mexico

\

2009, originally serving as a One of KCPD’s chaplains, Serita Wright, helps run orphanages in
Mexico and Sierra Leone. These girls are residents of The New Home
Drops of Honey orphanage in rural Chihuahua, Mexico.

said.

is La Nueva Casa Gotitas de Miel - or The New Home Drops of

Honey orphanage. This is now a safe haven for the child rescued

from the dumpster. Started and run by a young woman and her

husband, it is home to 85
children ages newborn to 17
years old. According to Dr.
Boyd, “When they started
the ministry, this couple had
no children. Now they have
2 or 3...they started praying
to help the community. And
then they had 85 kids.”

The building was erected
and donated to them, but is
very basic, with concrete
floors. Nightly baths, wet
hair, bare feet and cold
nights cause the children to
have eternally runny noses.
They don’t own shoes or
socks. Drs. Wright and
Boyd hope to correct that by
raising enough money to pur-
chase these basics from the
local marketplace rather than

send boxes of items, which may be intercepted in transit.
“It would be more beneficial to buy the shoes there,” Wright

Boyd says it costs $175,000 pesos - $2,000 in American cur-
rency — for upkeep and monthly utilities at the Mexican orphanage.

Continued on p. 3
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Officially Speaking

— ORPHANAGE, CONT. FROM P. 3

You can help That doesn’t include three meals

Donations can be sent a day for everyone. At times
to: when donations are sparse and
the threat of closure looms, the
tearful children offer to help any
way possible.

“They cry and beg not be put
on the streets again,” Boyd said.

The older children cook for
the younger ones or will sell
what they can at the market to
make money, whatever it takes
to stay together as a family.

Footprints of Grace
7410 Prospect Ave.
Kansas City, MO 64132

Checks can be made
payable to Footprints of
Grace. In the memo line,
indicate Sierra Leone or
Mexico

FOOTBEAT, CONT. FROM P. 1

events.

“We usually aren’t dealing with violent crime,” Sergeant
Jackson said. “There’s not a lot of that down here. It’s mainly
quality of life issues. Our biggest problem is transient loiterers.”

While tens of thousands of people come to work in Kansas
City’s downtown every day, Sergeant Jackson said they’re not
the only ones Footbeat is there to serve.

“We’ve had about 20,000 people move into downtown in
the last few years,” he said. “We’re in the midst of a downtown
revitalization, and that brings issues with traffic and other
things.”

Sergeant Jackson said footbeat policing is “an old-school
throwback,” but it works well in the modern environment. Offi-
cers make real connections.

“My guys all have 10 to 22 years of experience,” he said.
“They know everything about downtown and almost everyone
downtown.”

With a heavy police presence on downtown’s east side with
Police Headquarters, Sergeant Jackson said it was good for
Footbeat to be located on the west side. The spacious new office
is a step up from their digs in the Headquarters basement. (The
evening bike patrol shift will remain in the basement location,
however.) It features a large meeting area for officers and recep-
tion space for the public, a break room, offices and a room that
will be used specifically to book arrestees. Arrestees will come
in a separate entrance from the rest of the public. The Crossroad
Urban Academy’s gym class meets next door, and children’s
voices and laughter can be heard floating through the office
walls.

An open house is being planned for the station in the near
future, and a date will be announced soon.

Kansas City Missouri Police Department
1125 Locust
Kansas City, MO 64106
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