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Board votes to join City health plan 
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Police escort sharks, sting rays home 

The Board of Police Com-
missioners unanimously voted 
for the police department to 
join the City’s health insur-
ance trust on April 9, but the 
Fraternal Order of Police 
Lodge 99 is filing a lawsuit to 
stop the merger. 

The same day the Board 
voted to consolidate health 
plans, the FOP issued a press 
release stating the Board had 
violated state statutes by fail-
ing to negotiate the benefit 
plans with the FOP and by 
entering into a contract that 
allows the City to exert con-
trol over the state-controlled 
police department. 

“With this vote, the City 
now controls an important 
issue within the Department 
and renders the Department vulner-
able to City politics,” the FOP re-
lease stated. “The Board’s illegal 

action will also devastate morale 
department-wide for decades to 
come.” 

Board President Patrick McIn-
erney enumerated several reasons 
why he voted to join the City health 

plan. Foremost among them were 
pay increases. The City Council 
voted to hold $5 million in a con-

tingency fund to be re-
leased to the police de-
partment for salary in-
creases only if the de-
partment joined the 
City’s health care plan. 
     “Very simply, with-
out the consolidation, 
there was to be no pay 
raise,” McInerney said. 
Retired Officer Lee 
Voss took issue with 
that and asked to speak 
to the Board. 
     “The city manager 
tells us, ‘You’re not 
going to get the raises 
unless we go for this,” 
she said. “That’s extor-
tion. For you to go up 
there and say, ‘This is 
the reason why we’re 

voting for it, so we can get the 
raises.’ No, you should be fighting 

Sergeant Grant Ru-
ark and members of 
his Traffic Squad have 
escorted presidents 
and even elephants, 
but March 23 marked 
the first time they es-
corted a shark, he 
said. 

Three black-tipped 
sharks and three At-
lantic sting rays ar-
rived in Kansas City 
to be installed at the  
Sea Life Aquarium, 
which opened April 6 
in Crown Center. 

“We wanted to make their arrival as impactful as 
possible,” said Matt Lowe, Sea Life’s public relations 
director. “There’s no better way to bring in the stars of 

the show than with 
Kansas City’s finest 
escorting them 
here.” 
     The sharks, sting 
rays, and a variety 
of other inverte-
brates like star fish 
and sea urchins 
came from the Flor-
ida Keys by semi-
truck. They spent 
the 27-hour trip (the 
transportation team 
did not stop) in what 
Lowe said was 
“basically a mobile 

marine biology lab.” Marine biologists rode with the 
animals the entire time, constantly monitoring PH 
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FOP pledges to file lawsuit to 
stop insurance merger 
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for us to get the raises anyway.” 
The new plan is estimated to cost police 

department employees and retirees an 
additional $900,000 to $1.2 million out of 
pocket in its first year. Premiums for 
many department members would go 
down, as would urgent care copayments. 
Prescription and hospital costs would go 
up. 

McInerney said the Board took meas-
ures to ensure the plan would be benefi-
cial for the department. Their resolution 
requires the Board to review the plan’s 
costs and benefits annually for the next 
five years. 

Police will get six seats on a 17-
member board that governs the health 
trust, which McInerney said is propor-
tional to the number of employees the 
police department brings to the trust. 

State law requires a multi-entity health 
trust to have at least three entities. With 
police joining the City trust, one more 
entity would be required to avoid a finan-
cial penalty. McInerney said the City was 
confident having a third entity join would 
not be an issue and had spoken with one 
or more entities, including the Port Au-
thority. 

Because the department joined the 

City’s Health Trust, the $5 million in 
raises the City held in contingency was 
set to be released for the new fiscal year, 
which begins May 1. But an FOP lawsuit 
could affect that. 

If the increases do go forward, all de-
partment employees would receive a 2.03 
percent cost-of-living increase, according 
to Budget Unit projections. Law enforce-
ment officers who are not topped out will 
receive a pay-step increase. Civilian em-
ployees will not get a pay-step increase 
but rather a 1.42 percent “adjustment.” 
The average increase for non-command 
law enforcement would be about $2,530 
annually. One group, officers in the next-
to-top step, would receive an average 
annual increase of more than $10,000. 

But the FOP said officers will leave  
the department because of the health care 
consolidation, despite the salary in-
creases. 

“With this action, the unfortunate de-
parture of talented, highly trained officers 
will only accelerate,” their press release 
stated. “Make no mistake, this talent drain 
will detrimentally affect public safety, 
and it will cost city taxpayers millions of 
dollars to train new officers to replace 
those who depart.” 

levels in the tanks and 
checking the animals’ well-
being. They met KCPD traf-
fic officers near Linwood 
and Main in Midtown, who 
led the semi to cheering 
crowds at Crown Center. 

Police blocked Pershing 
Road so the semi hauling 
the new sea life could back 
into the aquarium’s loading 
area. Aquarium staff then 
spent about two hours bring-
ing water in from the aquar-
ium to the sharks’ and sting 
rays’ tank so they could 
acclimate before carrying 
them inside. One sting ray 
was pregnant and due to 
give birth any day. 

Before their escort, Ser-
geant Ruark said aquarium staff gave the traffic officers a sneak 
peek tour of the aquarium. 

“It was really neat,” he said. “… We’ve escorted elephants for 
the circus, but this is the first time we’ve escorted sharks.” 

     One of the VIPs in the 
crowd during the animals’ 
arrival was 8-year-old Bryce 
Windsor, son of Officer Joe 
Windsor of the North Patrol 
Division. He was one of 12 
children ages 6-12 selected to 
be a Sea Life Young Environ-
mentalist. His mom, Angela 
Windsor, found out about the 
Young Environmentalist con-
test on Facebook. Bryce made 
artwork and wrote a 100-word 
essay on “why we should save 
sea life.” Facebook fans and a 
panel of judges voted on the 
entries, and Bryce was cho-
sen. He gets to go to VIP 

events like the March 23 arrival 
and be involved with Sea Life’s 
conservation work. 

Bryce said he is most looking forward to seeing the shark tun-
nel in the new aquarium. When he grows up, he wants to be a zoo 
keeper. 

 

SHARK ESCORT, CONT. FROM P. 1 

Bryce Windsor, 8-year-old son of Officer Joe Windsor, left, and 
Angela Windsor, right, was selected to be a Sea Life Young Envi-
ronmentalist and welcomed the sea creatures to Kansas City. 

HEALTH PLAN, CONT. FROM P. 1 News in Brief 

To inspire and build relationships with 
their community, 
the Kansas City 
Missouri Police 
Department be-
came one of the 
first law enforce-
ment agencies to 
join the social 
media site Pinter-
est at http://
pinterest.com/kcpolice.  
 
Pinterest, a digital inspiration board, 
has more than 20 million users and is 
one of the fastest-growing social me-
dia sites on the Internet. KCPD hopes 
to use it to inspire citizens to prevent 
crime and partner with police. 
Some of KCPD’s pin boards include 
“Safety Tips/How To’s,” “Training/
Becoming a Police Officer,” “Cool Po-
lice Equipment,” and “KCPD Fuzzy 
Friends.”  

Kansas City Police on Pinterest 

http://pinterest.com/kcpolice�
http://pinterest.com/kcpolice�
http://pinterest.com/kcpolice�
http://pinterest.com/kcpolice�
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Retirements 
Administrative Assistant Lana Boggs 
Detective Kenneth Campo 
Administrative Assistant Patricia Carson 
Officer Terry Dotson 
Sergeant Terence Finn 
Officer James Helton 
Captain Jesse Holt  
Master Police Officer Ronald Jenkins 
Sergeant Glen Rumbaugh 
Sergeant Ruth Stewart 
Sergeant Timothy Teague 
Administrative Assistant Anna Valencia 
 
Awards 
Special Unit Citation 
Drug Enforcement Units: Administration Squad, 

Career Criminal Squad, Financial Investigation 
Squad, Interdiction Squad, Metro Drug Squad, 
and Undercover Squad 

High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area 
Regional Criminalistics Division 
Sex Crimes 
Sex Crimes Cold Case 
Street Crime Units: Tactical Squad 1910, Tactical 

Squad 1920, Undercover Squad 1930,   
 Undercover Squad 1940, Gang Squad, Illegal 

Firearms Squad and Vice Squad 
Waldo Investigative Team 
 
Certificate of Commendation 
Officers William VonWolf and David Barbour 
Detectives Cathy Johnson, Lori Meadors and 

Danny Phillips 
Sergeants Jeffrey Downing, Eric Greenwell, 

Robert Rickett and James Trout 
Captain Mark Folsom 

Forensic Specialists Gregory “Scott” Hummel,  
 Jarrah Kennedy and Belinda Potter 
Officers Neveneko Mikic and Ryan Kaighen 
 
Life-Saving Award 
Officer Charles Chambers 
Officer Jason Cramblit 
Officers Jacob Emig, Matthew Sevier and Robert 

Treese 
Officer Nathan Kinate 
 
Meritorious Service Award 
Administrative Assistant Pamela Bear 
Detective Laurie Borkowski 
Sergeant Barbara Eckert 
Administrative Assistant Lauretta Horton 
Retired Detective Amy Hull 
Retired Supervisor Pat Stoltzfus 
 
25-Year Rings 
Captain  David Bosworth 
Captain Joseph Crayon 
Sergeant Kelly Eckert 
Officer Phillip Johnson 
Clerical Supervisor Yvette Leap 
Detective Dana Mauzy 
Sergeant  Loretta Morton 
Police Officer Walton Mulloy 
Detective David Ross 
Sergeant Donald Taylor 
Detective Steven Wells 
Officer David Wilcox  
 
Obituaries 
Retired Police Officer Carl Steinmetz 
Retired Supervisor Donald Smith 

Officially Speaking … 

clients. 
After living in Quality Hill and Midtown, Wasson-Hunt 

moved north of the River to the Claymont neighborhood when she 
married her husband in 1992. Her husband, Stuart Hunt, was then a 
widower with two daughters whom Wasson-Hunt now considers 
her own. 

She became involved with several Northland civic organiza-
tions, including the Clay County Economic Development Commis-
sion, Synergy Services, Inc.,  and the Northland Community Foun-
dation, where she is the immediate past chairman. She also has 

been involved with KCPD causes for some time. She served on the 
Kansas City Police Retirement Board and was a founding member 
of the Kansas City Police Foundation. 

Her work on the Board of Police Commissioners has brought 
her particular satisfaction. 

“I’m very, very proud of the organization,” she said. “We add 
to the quality of life in this community in ways we’ll never know. I 
really hope both sworn and civilian employees know how much we 
care about them.” 

 

Wasson-Hunt, CONT. FROM P. 4 



Kansas City Missouri Police Department 
1125 Locust 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

Getting To Know Our Commissioners 
You might ask yourself, “What exactly do the members of the 

Board of Police Commissioners do outside of the Police Depart-
ment?”  The Informant is taking  an inside look at their lives out-
side the PD. This time we look at Board Treasurer Angela Wasson
-Hunt. 

Angela Wasson-Hunt never expected to be back on the Board 
of Police Commissioners after she’d served her first term from 
2003 to 2006. She is just the third person ever to be re-appointed 
to a nonconsecutive term. She’s glad to be back, but she said it 
was easier the first time. 

“We didn’t have nearly the situations and decisions that we’re 
now forced to deal with on the first time around,” she said. “It was 
a lot of fun and people liked you. … Now it’s a much harder job. 
The economy has changed absolutely everything.” 

The economy is something Wasson-Hunt knows well. She has 
been a commercial real estate lender for most of her career. She 
comes from a family of bankers. Her father and grandfather owned 

a couple of banks in Siloam Springs, Ark., where she grew up. 
They sold the banks to the grand-daughter of Wal-Mart founder 
Sam Walton. Wasson-Hunt’s grandfather later bought a five-and-
dime store in Bentonville, Ark., that would become the first Wal-
Mart. But Wasson-Hunt didn’t become heiress to the discount 
retailer’s riches. 

“My father didn’t buy a single share of Wal-Mart stock,” she 
said. 

She went on to earn a bachelor’s degree in political science 
from Stephens College in Columbia, Mo. She came to Kansas City 
in 1981 to work at Commerce Bank. She said she earned an exten-
sive education in commercial real estate lending during her time at 
Metro North State Bank from 1985 to 1989. She learned a lesson 
there that’s served her well ever since. 

“They didn’t lend on something they didn’t want to own,” she 
said. “I go out and look at the property and see if this is something 
I’d be willing to take back.” 

Wasson-Hunt said she only spends about 50 percent of her 
time in the office. The rest of her days are spent analyzing and 
inspecting properties and meeting with current and prospective 

Continued on p. 3 

 

Commissioner Angela Wasson-Hunt 

Getting to know our Commissioners... 
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