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New division supports victims 

The small acts of kindness police do every day 
rarely make headlines: buying a meal for a hungry 
child, finding homes for stray animals, helping some-
one with home repair. 

But as the season of giving approaches, it’s worth 
pointing out just a few stories of the generosity of 
KCPD members. 

 
The gift of 

sight 
Officer 

Shawnie Nix 
with the Police 
Athletic League 
(PAL) said she 
“tries to take care 
of my kids.” 
PAL provides 
after-school ath-
letic and aca-
demic opportuni-
ties for at-risk 
children and 
teenagers in the 
urban core. Offi-
cer Nix coaches 
the boxing pro-
gram. Her super-
visor, Sergeant 
Brad Deichler, said she has a huge heart, buying the 
girls she coaches Christmas gifts, meals and taking 
them to Chiefs and Royals games – all out of her own 
pocket. 

Officer Nix noticed that 13-year-old Dakota 
Masquat was having trouble seeing the exercises writ-

ten on the board in the gym. Dakota boxes at PAL 
four nights a week, and Officer Nix asked her if she 
had trouble seeing at school, too. The girl admitted 
she couldn’t see the board well there, either. But Offi-
cer Nix knew there was little chance Dakota would 
get the vision care she needed because she lives with 
her grandmother, who is disabled, lives on a restricted 
income and has no form of transportation. 

     So Officer 
Nix took it 
upon herself to 
find a way to 
get Dakota 
glasses. She 
did some re-
search and 
found the One 
Sight organiza-
tion was going 
to be in town 
in November. 
The non-profit 
provides vision 
care and 
glasses to 
those who 
can’t afford it. 
They brought a 
mobile unit to 

Union Station, so on her day off, Nov. 9, Officer Nix 
picked up Dakota and took her to it. Dakota said she 
learned one eye had 20/40 vision, and the other 20/70. 
While she had glasses made to her specifications, she 

Officer Shawnie Nix, Police Athletic League, helped 13-year-old  
Dakota Masquat, who she coaches in boxing, improve her vision. 

For the last 19 years, when the family of a homicide 
victim had no way to pay for a funeral or needed 
counseling for the child who saw someone killed, they 
had just one person to call at KCPD: Jennifer Miller. 

“She’s done a great job, but she’s just one person,” 
said Doug Weishar, director of the newly formed 
Community Support Division. “The focus of the new 
division is on enhancing our capabilities to reach out 
to people.” 

Chief Darryl Forté said he pitched the new division 
idea to members of the Board of Police Commission-
ers as part of his strategic plan while interviewing for 
the top spot. 

“I think we can do a much better job of supporting 
the victims, families of victims and witnesses to vio-
lent crime,” he said. 

Miller, who in addition to serving as the depart-
ment’s sole victim advocate, also is a clerical supervi-
sor in the Violent Crimes Division, said she’s thrilled 
about the new Community Support Division. 

“I’m glad this seems to be something people are 
realizing is important,” she said. 

Director Weishar has been researching other police 
departments throughout the nation, and he’s found 
many have significant units devoted to victim and 
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Driving instructors 
to teach teens skills 

News in Brief 
Pittsburgh quarterback awards grant for canine 

For the second time, the Ben Roethlisberger Foundation 
awarded a grant to the Kansas City Missouri Police De-
partment to purchase a 
dog for the Canine Sec-
tion. During the 2011-12 
NFL season, the Pitts-
burgh Steelers’ quarter-
back’s foundation is dis-
tributing grants to the ca-
nine units of police and fire 
departments in the cities 
and surrounding communi-
ties of each regular-
season, away opponent 
for the Steelers. Pittsburgh 
played the Kansas City 
Chiefs on Nov. 27. The 
grant will purchase a dual-
purpose canine trained in 
bomb detection and patrol 
work, allowing one of 
KCPD’s 10-year-old dogs to retire. Pictured is Eros, the 
canine purchased with last year’s Roethlisberger grant. 

What started as providing a set for a documentary film turned 
into a mentoring opportunity for the Kansas City Police Academy 
driving instructors. 

This fall, owners and mentors from MINDDRIVE, and a film 
crew from L.A., working for Translogic-AOL did a film shoot at 
KCPD’s own Police Academy driving course, covering a story on 

MINDDRIVE’s car 
and program. 
     According to their 
web site, MIND-
DRIVE is a non-profit, 
after-school program 
for at-risk high school 
students that uses expe-
riential learning meth-
ods administered by 
instructors and men-

tors.   
MINDDRIVE inspires students to learn, expand their vision of 

the future and have a positive influence on urban, workforce de-
velopment. They achieve this by teaching the students how to 
build a car. By doing this, the students have progressed into weld-

witness support. Some employ licensed counselors and social 
workers while others send victim advocates right to crime scenes. 
Weishar said KCPD’s division is still being formed and currently 
comprises him, the police department chaplains, an officer on spe-
cial assignment and Sergeant Darrell Rocker, who also is a Baptist 
minister. Weishar said the division will 
work a lot with the faith-based commu-
nity, and Rocker will be an asset for 
that. 

Weishar envisions that someone will 
be assigned to a victim’s or witness’s 
particular case, so that staff member 
can be the liaison between the detective 
who is working the case and the victim 
or victim’s family, keeping them up to date 
on court dates and case progress. Miller also will be expanding her 
role in victim support. 

Weishar and Miller said a key piece of the Community Support 
Division will be its close relationship with the community. 
They’re hitting up as many residents as they can and will eventu-
ally include community members on a steering committee and in 
surveys asking what they want from the Community Support Divi-
sion. 

“We need to give them what they need, not what we think they 
need,” Miller said. 

They also want to work more closely with existing victim sup-

port groups, like the Latino Advocacy Task Force and MOCSA 
(Metropolitan Organization to Counter Sexual Assault). 

Miller works primarily with the victims and families of victims 
of violent crime, but Weishar is hoping that as the Community 
Support Division expands, those who get support will be, too. 

     “Anyone who’s been the victim of a 
home burglary knows that’s a very trau-
matizing thing,” he said. “Or the store 
clerk or bank teller who got a gun put to 
their face in a robbery. The business is 
technically the victim, but they’ve been 
traumatized, too.” 
     Members of the Community Support 
Division will be conducting in-service 

training for officers next year. 
“It starts with the first responders,” Weishar said. 
The Community Support Division also could comprise a unit 

devoted to crime prevention and education. Weishar said he hopes 
to have a solid framework in place for the new division in six 
months, but he wants everyone to know KCPD won’t be waiting 
until then to provide victim and witness support. 

“We’re finding gaps right now where we can fill in,” he said. 
In addition to supporting the community, Weishar said he hopes 

the division will inspire trust and cooperation with police. 

Community Support Division, CONT. FROM P. 1 

“I think we can do a much better job of 
supporting the victims, families of  

victims and witnesses to violent crime.” 
  

Darryl Forté,  
Chief of Police 
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Promotions 
 
To Master Patrol Officer  
Joseph Andrus 
Donald Hubbard 
 
To Sergeant 
Abigail Martinez 
Kari Thompson 
Michael Ward 
Jason White 
 
To Manager 
Tamy Gallagher 
 
To Captain  
Joseph Crayon 
 
To Major 
Ronald Fletcher 
Sharon Laningham 
Karl Oakman 
James Pruetting 
 
To Deputy Chief 
Jerry Gallagher 
Patty Higgins 
Randall Hundley 
 
 
Retirements 
 

Sergeant Peter Schilling 
Officer Jeffrey  
 Stockdale  
 

Obituaries 
Retired Police Officer  
 Bruce F. Royse 
Retired Civilian Betty L. 

Dorrell 

Officially  
Speaking … 

got to visit the exhibits at Union Station. She 
said she sees much better now and wears her 
glasses all the time in class. 

When asked why she went to all the work 
for Dakota, Officer Nix said, “Because she 
needed it.” 

 
Shattered glass 
Detective Alane Booth of the Homicide 

Unit was doing her twice-yearly assignment in 
patrol with Officer Michael Feagans in Center 
Zone when they responded 
to a disturbance between 
neighbors Nov. 26. One 
couple had taken in a hun-
gry dog and paid adoption 
fees to the city animal shel-
ter, but teens down the 
street insisted the dog was 
theirs, and came threaten-
ing the couple. They called 
police and returned the dog 
to the teenagers. But the 
teens came back and threw 
a pick-axe in the wind-
shield of the couple’s only 
vehicle, mad that they’d 
called police. 

This made Booth and 
Feagans angry. 

“They did nothing to 
bring this property damage 
on themselves – no drama 
or bad decision-making,” 
Detective Booth said. “I 
could just see their desire to help this poor 
dog, and all they got was backlash and retalia-
tion.” 

As they were taking the report, the officers 
learned the wife had epilepsy and possibly 
breast cancer and was scheduled for a mastec-
tomy soon. Without a car, she couldn’t make 
it to her doctor’s appointments. Detective 
Booth told her she would do what she could to 
get their windshield replaced. 

She searched charities online and eventually 
got in touch with a local television reporter, 
asking if he knew anyone who could help. He 
connected her with the Cars 4 Christmas or-
ganization, which connected her with some-
one who would go to the couple’s home and 
replace the windshield for free. Their wind-
shield was replaced Dec. 1 at no cost. 

But Detective Booth wanted to ensure the 
dog was taken care of, too. She notified Chain 
of Hope, an organization that works to end 
animal abuse and neglect in the inner city, to 

keep tabs on the dog’s welfare. 
 
Above and beyond all year long 
Three separate people notified the Media 

Unit of Crime Scene Technician Supervisor 
Melanie Bartch’s quiet, year-round generosity. 
On her own, she has adopted a homeless camp 
and collects and delivers items there on a 
monthly basis, including coats, pillows, socks, 
long underwear, hats, gloves, canned goods, 
bottled water, hand warmers and books. 

     When her son 
was serving in the 
military overseas, 
she gathered sup-
plies to send not 
just to him but to 
his entire unit. 
When she heard 
about a soldier in 
the unit who had 
not received any 
mail since his de-
ployment, she 
spread the word to 
ensure he got cards 
for the holidays. 
She’s also rescued 
countless cats and 
dogs, finding them 
loving homes. 
Her colleagues 
recognize her gen-

erosity. 
“She is so giving to 

whomever and whatever,” one said. “She has 
a big heart and is constantly helping others.” 

 
So many more 
Every day, members of the Kansas City 

Police Department do something to help the 
suffering they encounter. Many have adopted 
needy families for Christmas. Others are help-
ing organize a city-wide Christmas day dinner 
for the elderly and lonely who have nowhere 
else to go. Some buy and deliver food to 
needy families. One officer organized a drive 
to help a family who lost everything in a No-
vember fire rebuild their lives. The officers of 
the PAL Unit have an annual Christmas party 
for children and teens who wouldn’t otherwise 
expect much under the tree. These acts of gen-
erosity aren’t written in any policies, they’re 
just ingrained into the people of the Kansas 
City Police Department. 

Dakota modeled the new glasses police 
helped her obtain for school. 

Giving back, CONT. FROM P. 1 
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ers, battery experts and even working with MINDDRIVE’s web 
site and social media.  

After learning of MINDDRIVE and all the good it does for the 
urban core of Kansas City, 
the instructors from the 
Academy decided, this 
would be a great opportunity 
to help. 

  “We have a community 
responsibility over and above 
fighting crime,” Director 
Rick Brisbin of the Special 
Projects Section said. “We 
want to be more of a role 
model for these kids.” 

  In addition to letting them 
test drive the car they built 
on KCPD’s driving course, 
the Academy driving instruc-
tors plan to put together a 
course for these kids to teach 
them how to drive and pre-
pare them to take their driv-
ers’ license tests.  

Those who are old enough to drive will definitely need their 
license. They are planning a coast-to-coast trip in March 2012. 
Project Reynard, MINDDRIVE’s second car, will be driven non-
stop from San Diego, Calif., to Jacksonville, FL using quick-
charge technology. They plan to split the trip into two segments 
and fly half of the students to San Diego who will travel to San 
Antonio, Texas.  Then, they will fly home, and the other half will 

fly in and continue their trip to Jacksonville, Fla.   
They hope to find a sponsor to send all of the students to Wash-

ington DC to have their car displayed at the Capital building at the 
end of their successful 
demonstration run. 
      “I feel that kids under 
the right tutelage can get 
more engaged,” added 
Brisbin. “This is one of the 
more inspiring things you 
will ever get to be a part 
of.” 
     MINDDRIVE Mentor 
and Marketing Strategist, 
Linda Buchner com-
mented that, “Having a 
driver's license will give 
our students a lot more 
freedom as well as the 
potential for getting jobs.  
Many are old enough but 
haven't had the motivation 
to go ahead and get the 

license.” 
And KCPD driving instructors will get to have a hand in push-

ing them toward that self-reliance. 
To watch the AOL video go to http://

translogic.aolautos.com/2011/11/07/translogic-78-minddrive/. To 
learn more about MINDDRIVE, visit their web site 
http://minddrive.org.  

   MINDDRIVE,  CONT. FROM P. 2 

MINDDRIVE founder Steve Reese unloaded a car built by teenagers 
on the Academy driving course for a test drive. Police driving in-
structors will teach the teens driving skills so they can get licenses. 
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