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Loss of E-Tax would cut services 

Grant loss hurts cold case squad 

Capt. Mark Folsom explained how the Cold Case Sex 
Crimes Squad solved a 1987 serial rape case at a Jan. 31 
press conference. 

If the earnings tax is voted out, it 
could mean cuts to elements like the 
Canine Section, Shoal Creek Patrol 
Division and Helicopter Section. 

The Kansas City Missouri 
Police Department could go 
back to the same staffing it had 
in 1963 if residents vote down 
the extension of the 1 percent 
earnings tax in April. 

Members of the department 
are working with City staff to 
educate the public about what 
cuts would be necessary 
should the city lose the 40 per-
cent of its operating budget 
that is funded by the E-tax. 

Since the 1960s, all who live 
and work in Kansas City and 
St. Louis have paid 1 percent 
of their earnings to these cit-
ies. That represents $200 mil-
lion annually for Kansas City, 
which is roughly the entire 
annual funding of the police 
department.  In November 
2010, voters statewide ap-
proved Proposition A, which 
requires the two cities to vote 
every five years to renew the 
tax. If the tax fails, it will be 

phased out over a 10-year pe-
riod. 

By the end of that 10 years, 
Deputy Chief Cy Ritter said 
KCPD would have to eliminate 
more than 500 law enforce-
ment positions and close to 
400 civilian positions – bring-
ing it back to the same staffing 
it had 50 years ago. 

“We don’t want to be nega-
tive or scare people, but facts 
are facts,” Deputy Chief Ritter 
said at the January 20 Board of 
Police Commissioners meet-
ing. 

Several elements that have 
been added through E-tax 
funds that could be cut if the 
tax renewal fails include: 

 

 Shoal Creek Patrol Divi-
sion 

 Helicopter Section 

 Canine Section 

 Drug Enforcement Unit 

 Crimes Against Children 
Section 

 Cold Case investigative 

Four women were raped by a stranger in 
Midtown Kansas City in 1987, and they 
went almost 24 years without justice. 

On January 31, 2011, their attacker, 51-
year-old Devotion E. Baker, became one 
of 55 people to date brought to face 
charges and prison time thanks to the work 
of the Cold Case Sex Crimes Squad. But 
the future of the successful squad is in 
jeopardy because it failed to secure the 
renewal of a nearly $500,000 federal grant 
that funds it. 

The Cold Case Squad started in January 
2008 with the National Institute of Jus-

Continued on p. 3 

Continued on p. 3 

The 1 percent earnings tax 
comprises about 40  
percent of KCPD’s budget 
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Snow takes toll on response times, vehicles 

Officially Speaking … 
Awards 
Special Unit Citation 
Central Patrol Property Crimes Section 
Tactical Response Team 1 
 
Life-Saving Award 
Officer Derek Merrill 
Officer Scott Mullen 
 
Meritorious Service Award 
Detective Chad Herriman 
Detective Franklin “Tod” Reaves 
 

25-Year Rings 
Master Detective Steve Campo 
Sergeant David Doll 
Captain Donna Greenwell 
Officer Matt Healy 
Sergeant De Etta Jacobs 
Major Robert Kuehl 
Captain Chelly Pfeifer 
Sergeant David Ptomey 
Major Bryon Price 
Officer Robert Randolph 

Sergeant Randy Sims 
Officer Jeffrey Stockdale 
Captain Roy True 
Officer John West 
 
Obituaries 
Detective Thomas Mahoney 
Retired Officer Larry Perkins 
Retired Detective Sergeant William 

Price 
Detective Garry Wantland 
 

Even emergency first responders get stuck in the snow. 
Three major winter storms in one month took a toll on 

KCPD vehicles and response times and caused the City to 
declare its first state of emergency since 2002’s ice storm. 

From 3 to 11 p.m. on Jan. 19 – the height of that day’s 
snow storm – police took reports of 184 non-injury wrecks 
and four injury wrecks. They had 13 crews out on highways 
helping stranded motor-
ists. While it made for a 
miserable evening com-
mute, the snow helped 
reduce the potential for 
serious wrecks. 

“When the weather’s 
that bad, we don’t have 
serious injury or fatality 
wrecks because people 
can’t get up to speed,” 
said Sergeant Jim Fuller 
of the Accident Investiga-
tion Section. 

Response times suf-
fered in the snow, too. On 
snowless Jan. 31, the me-
dian response time for 
priority 1 calls citywide 
was about 6.9 minutes. 
On Feb. 2, after about a 
foot of snow had fallen, 
that increased to about 
8.2 minutes. 

“Getting there safely to 
help people is what’s 
most important,” said Major Roger Lewis of the Patrol Bu-
reau. 

Oftentimes, citizens calling for police assistance in the 
snow don’t realize officers may have a more difficult time 
getting around than they do. The majority of KCPD’s fleet is 
rear-wheel drive Ford Crown Victorias. The rear-wheel drive 

is ideally suited for police work most of the year but doesn’t 
do well in the snow, Fleet Unit Supervisor Darrell Cooper 
said. Front- and all-wheel drive cars handle better in winter 
weather but are “a maintenance nightmare,” so KCPD sticks 
with rear-wheel drive, Cooper said. Police stopped using 
chains on tires about a decade ago for fear they would spark a 
fire that could ignite the gas tank. 

     The Fleet Unit had 
to tow out 24 police 
cars during a 24-hour 
period on Feb. 1, when 
nearly a foot of snow 
fell and Kansas City 
declared a state of 
emergency. On average, 
Cooper said the Unit 
tows less than one car a 
day. But only two po-
lice cars wrecked during 
the Jan. 31 – Feb. 1 
storm – one that hit ice 
in pursuit of a drunk 
driver and another that 
hit a deer. 
     “The driver’s train-
ing at the Academy has 
really helped out,” Coo-
per said. “It’s given 
officers more knowl-
edge on how to drive 
their car when they get 
in trouble.” 
     In the coming 

weeks, Cooper said he expects to see the aftermath of the 
snow on police vehicles in the forms of transmission issues 
and rear differential problems. At present, though, the only 
thing his shop is doing differently is “replacing an excep-
tional amount of wiper blades.” 

Because they’re rear-wheel drive, Kansas City Police vehicles 
struggle in the snow. Another vehicle collided with this police 
car shortly after a snowstorm. 
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E-TAX CONT. FROM P. 1 

COLD CASE SQUAD, CONT. FROM P. 1 

tice’s Solving Cold Cases with DNA 
grant. Captain Mark Folsom said the 
Squad was needed because the Kansas 
City Regional Crime Lab had gotten a 
grant to go through DNA samples in cold 
cases and was generating a substantial 
number of hits. The next year, the Jack-
son County Prosecutor’s Officer secured 
their own grant to assign a special unit to 
these cases. 

“My contacts across the country recog-
nize that we’re the national leaders in 
dealing with these kinds of cases,” Assis-
tant Prosecuting Attorney Ted Hunt said. 
“… There is no other place in America 
that has this going with this effective 
cooperation of the lab, police department 
and prosecutor’s office.” 

But this capable trio, which has cleared 
150 cold case sex crimes since January 
2008, is at risk because the police depart-
ment’s grant will run out within the next 
month, and there is no money in KCPD’s 
regular budget to fund it. 

“Any time you lose $500,000, it’s go-
ing to change the way you do business,” 

said Major Randall Hundley, commander 
of the Violent Crimes Division. 

Department leaders are considering 
several ideas for the future of the Squad. 

“The last resort is to disband it alto-
gether,” Major Hundley said. 

In an ideal world, he said, the Squad 
could be absorbed into 
the regular budget, but 
that is unlikely. One 
option is to combine the 
Cold Case Sex Crimes 
Squad with the Cold 
Case Homicide Squad 
to create a dual-purpose 
Cold Case Squad. 

“Regardless of what 
the results are, the cold 
sex crimes cases will continue to be in-
vestigated and submitted for prosecu-
tion,” Major Hundley said. “It will be 
slower, but it will still be done.” 

Grant Administrator Chuck Heurich of 
the National Institute of Justice said the 
NIJ received 130 applications and 
awarded grants to just 27 of them.  

“We advise grantees that they should 
not be dependent on NIJ funding and that 
they should leverage resources to ensure 
sustainability,” Heurich said in an e-
mail. “Successful grantees are given con-
sideration, but it is not a guarantee of 
future money. The numbers continue to 

grow as far as applica-
tions, but the funding 
does not. Your unit 
was simply not in the 
top 27 applications.”   
     Captain Folsom 
said the Squad is pre-
paring to re-apply for 
the grant for next year. 
     Jackson County 
Prosecuting Attorney 

Jim Kanatzar called the Squad’s work on 
their most recent case, as in so many oth-
ers, “invaluable.” 

“It’s invaluable that we’re able to 
solve this case from 1987 with victims 
who have gone this long without know-
ing who the terrible person is that did 
this to them,” Kanatzar said. 

elements 

 D.A.R.E. 

 Police Athletic 
League 

 Community Interac-
tion Officers 

 School Resource Offi-
cers 

 Community Action 
Network Centers 

  
     Deputy Chief Ritter 
also said police would 
have to significantly re-
duce or eliminate their 
response to certain calls 
for service, such as non-
injury accidents, burglar-
ies, fraud and forgery. 

Mayor Mark Funk-
houser said at the Board meeting the City has no plans to 
make up for lost E-tax funds through other means. 

“We’re not going to replace the revenue somewhere else,” 
he said. “There will be cuts.” 

Board Treasurer Angela Wasson-Hunt said it was important 

to get across the mes-
sage of what cuts could 
face the police depart-
ment should the E-tax 
renewal fail, especially 
to Northland residents. 
Although Proposition A 
passed statewide by 68 
percent, it only passed in 
Kansas City by 52 per-
cent. Most of the support 
came from north of the 
River, according to the 
Kansas City Star.        
     Wasson-Hunt said 
she wanted Northlanders 
to realize the impact of 
reduced funds on police. 
     “Services would be 
reduced so much,” 
Wasson-Hunt said. 
     Deputy Chief Ritter 

said it wouldn’t be unreasonable to assume one of the two 
patrol division stations north of the Missouri River would 
have to close if the E-tax extension fails. 

“Any time you lose 
$500,000, it’s going to 
change the way you do 
business.” 

 
- Major Randall Hundley 

Violent Crimes Division 

 1963 2009 

City population 454,170 484,684 

Square mileage 316 319 

Sworn KCPD 
staffing 

889 1,427 

Non-sworn KCPD 
staffing 

229 607 

Number of patrol 
divisions 

3 6 

Dispatched calls for 
service 

209,167 392,780 

KCPD estimates that if voters fail to renew the 1%  
earnings tax, the department will have to return to 1963  
staffing levels. A lot has changed since then... 
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 Off the Clock: Off the Clock: 
Detective gets “freezin’ 
for a reason” 

Detective Donie Spaeth can’t walk away from a 
dare. 

That’s how she ended up jumping into a frozen 
lake 24 times in about 20 hours to raise money for 
Special Olympics Missouri. 

“I was challenged by Sergeant Brian Wilson 
from the Lee’s Summit Police Department,” she 
said. “He said nobody from KCPD had ever been a 
Super Plunger before, and I said, ‘Well, let’s have a 
representative, then.’” 

Super Plungers are a special kind of punishment 
glutton. The day before Special Olympics’ annual 
Polar Plunge fund-raiser in which hundreds of peo-
ple run into Longview Lake in late January, the 
Super Plungers run in and out of the lake 24 times 
– roughly once an hour. They each must raise at 
least $2,500 for the privilege. This year’s group of 
14 Super Plungers raised more than $52,000. 

Kansas City Police have long supported Special 
Olympics, which is the charity of choice for law 
enforcement nationwide. The organization encour-
ages and empowers people with intellectual dis-
abilities. The Polar Plunge is just one of many fund
-raisers in which department members participate. 
Although many KCPD teams jump in the lake 
every year, no one had taken it to the level of Super Plunger until De-
tective Spaeth, who works in the Drug Enforcement Unit. 

     This was the first time Detective Spaeth did anything to support 

Special Olympics. Her squad, other department 
members, friends and businesses helped her 
raise $3,085. Kansas City Police Friends and 
Family also donated several changes of clothes 
for her to wear. 
     Raising the money could be considered the 
easy part, however. On the day of the Super 
Plunge, crews had to cut through 8 inches of ice 
on Longview Lake to open up a space for 
plungers to get in. Although temperatures 
climbed over 50 degrees on Jan. 28, the water 
was still near freezing. At 6 a.m. Jan. 29, the 
lake had frozen over again, and crews had to re-
break the ice. 
     Detective Spaeth said the double dips – when 
she had to run in and out of the water twice – 
were the hardest. There were five of those. 
     “That’s much tougher,” she said. “It’s physi-
cally exhausting.” 
     In between her hourly dips, Detective Spaeth 
got to rest in a heated tent or jump in a hot tub, 
but not too quickly. 
     “They don’t want you to get in the hot tub 
right out of the water because you’re so cold it 
can burn your skin,” she said. 

Detective Spaeth said she’s undecided on whether she’ll be a Super 
Plunger again next year, but she goes down in history as the first from 
KCPD. 

Detective Donie Spaeth is the first 
from KCPD to be a Super Polar 
Plunger for Special Olymipcs. 
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