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The Mission of the  
Kansas City Missouri 

Police Department, is to 
protect and serve with 
professionalism, honor 

and integrity. 

Vision 
 

To make Kansas City and 
the metropolitan area the 
safest community in the 
nation as a result of the 

efforts of the Kansas City 
Missouri Police Department 

and its many partners. 

The Informant is a 
publication of 

KCPD’s Media Unit 
(816) 234-5170  
www.kcpd.org 

PAL celebrates re-grand opening  

“I am excited 
at being able to do 
my small part in 
keeping the KCPD 
the finest police 
department in the 
country,” says Mi-
chael Rader, the 
newest Board of 
Police Commis-
sioner. 

Michael C. 
Rader, a partner 
with the law firm 
Bartimus, Frickle-
ton, Robertson & 
Gorny, P.C. was 
sworn in as the 
newest member of 
the Board of Police 
Commissioners on 
Friday, May 10. 

Born and raised in Blue Springs, MO, Rader 
graduated from Rockhurst High School. He attended 
the University of Missouri graduating in 1995 and 
then from UMKC Law school in 1999. He interned at 
a prosecutor’s office for two years before graduating 

from law school 
and became an as-
sistant Jackson 
County Prosecutor 
for five years. “I 
tried over 25 Jury 
trials for major felo-
nies ranging from 
manufacturing 
methamphetamine 
to homicide,” Rader 
said. 
     In his time since 
becoming an attor-
ney, Rader was 
named Prosecuting 
Attorney of the 
Year in 2001, was 
the recipient of the 

Missouri Bar Founda-
tion’s Lon O. Hocker 

Trial Lawyer Award in 2008 and named “Forty Under 
40” by Ingram’s Magazine, to name just a few. 

Outside of his law practice, and now serving on 
the BOPC, Rader says he enjoys fishing, playing golf 
and duck hunting. “My family and I are all fans of the 
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The generosity 
and good hearts of 
many local busi-
nesses, officers as-
signed to PAL and 
the contributions 
made, have helped 
the Police Athletic 
League (PAL) reach 
new heights, which 
are creating more 
opportunities to serve 
urban-core youth. 

On May 1, PAL 
celebrated the RE-
Grand Opening of the 
center. At the cere-
mony they were able to showcase the many changes 
and upgrades the center has undergone with a ribbon 
cutting of the new NFL Chief’s football field. All ma-
jor donors were recognized and awards were given to 
honor the PAL board members and PAL officers. 

     The PAL center has 
gone through significant 
changes and improvements 
estimated at $750,000 dur-
ing the last year, allowing it 
to upgrade facilities and 
provide more programs for 
inner-city youth. With the 
limited budget PAL has and 
without the help of Chris-
tine Lentz and Robert Car-
roll with Curry Property 
Management and Gail Mes-
senger with Messenger’s 
Landscape, Lawn and Irri-
gation, only a fraction of 
the long list of items would 

have been done. Sergeant Skip Cox said more than 50 
local businesses have supported PAL in 2012. 

 “It was really cool to have the opportunity to be 
able to thank the sponsors and corporate businesses,” 

Continued on p. 3 

PAL Board President Christine Lentz  along with 
Dan Crumb, CFO Kansas City Chiefs, cut the ribbon  
to celebrate the new  PAL football field. 

Continued on p. 4 

Michael C. Rader took the oath of office for the board of  
police commissioners from Judge Marco Roldan on May 10.  
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Perhaps you’ve attended a community picnic, parade or 
church function and noticed the KCPD vehicle on display known 
as the “Eagle” car.  If you’ve wondered the significance of the 
design on the hood, doors or sides, your questions are about to be 
answered. 

Combining the efforts of 
Fleet Technician Mike Barton, 
Supervisor Marvin Russell and 
Russell’s nephew, Kimo Rus-
sell, the car’s design evolved 
during brainstorming sessions 
and lunch breaks.  They took a 
2006 Crown Victoria with over 
118,000 miles and transformed 
it in about two months. 

To honor officers lost in 
the line of duty, the badge 
sticker with the black band was 
affixed to the front doors.  Ap-
plying 24 layers of clear coat on 
the entire vehicle gives the illu-
sion it was painted on and also 
provides a glossy sheen and 
reflective properties. “I’ve been 
told that at night you can even see the stars in the sky on it, it’s 
got that much depth,” said Barton. 

Barton said the 13 stars represent the 13 original colonies and 
the eagle is our national symbol.  He said the three stripes on the 
front represent the Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  St. Michael being 
the Patron Saint of police officers, and this country being founded 
on God, Barton felt it was only right to incorporate that into the 
design.  This is especially meaningful to him after suffering a 
stroke in 2002 losing the use of his right side for a while.  “I am 
blessed in many ways with a good job, good family and just being 
alive,” Barton said. “I was given a second chance and I feel the 
obligation to give back,” he added. 

The three stripes pass through badge and flair slightly to 

show our American pride.  This also represents our police officers 
being on the front lines, he said. 

The flag then expands into five stripes which are indicative of 
the five military branches – Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine 
Corps and National Guard – who are highly depended on today 

and throughout history. 
     The ripple in the flag, Barton 
said, represents the issues and 
waves the country has had; past 
and present.  “We’re not a perfect 
country. But we sure try hard and 
we try to be one of the best.  A 
lot of pride went into this,” he 
said. 
     Although Barton did much of 
the work himself including the 
body work, the blue paint and the 
stripes, the eagle and some high-
lights were painted by Kimo Rus-
sell. “Kimo does fantastic work,” 
Barton said.  “He is very tal-
ented.”  Barton admitted the ea-
gle was beyond his own scope of 
talent. 

Taxpayers realize benefits by showing the human side of 
police to the youth.  “I wanted to give back to the community.  
This tends to break barriers with the youth…the new minds are 
ones we’re trying to get.  That’s who we’re going to deal with in 
the future,” he said.  Driving it through the city streets to various 
events, Barton said it’s not unusual for people to point, stare or 
even give a thumbs up. 

Asked what might be the next project, Barton said they could 
possibly do a motorcycle or pickup truck.  Adding a different type 
of specialty vehicle will present the public with another chance to 
interact positively with the police.  “One vehicle at a time… one 
person at a time.” 

Meaningful Messages Incorporated into Eagle Car 

Fleet Technician Mike Barton explains the meaning behind 
the paint job of the Eagle show car.  

 

Awards 
Meritorious Service Award 
Sgt. Bryan Truman 
Officer Lee Rafferty 
 
Certificate of Commendation 
Major David Bosworth 
Detective Joshua Davis 
Detective James Svoboda 
 
Distinguished Service Medal 
Sergeant Curtis Coppinger 
Sergeant Charles Huth 

Officially Speaking... 
Officer Gale Hall 
Officer Mark Porter 
Communications Specialist 
 Bernard Bevans 
 
Obituaries 
Retired Sergeant Bentley Jaco 
Retired Detective David Trabue 
Retired Officer Dieter 

Teichmann 

Sergeant Mark Mosbacher 
Officer Justin Crump 
Officer Robert Evans 
Officer Aaron Hendershot 
Officer John Pickens 
Officer Brian Tomanio 
Officer William VonWolf 
 
Retirements 
Major Bryon Price 
Sergeant Robin Perdomo 
Officer Bruce Anderson 
Officer Derek Ellis 
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Entrant Officer Class 147 graduated  April 11 with 21 offi-
cers being sworn into the Kansas City Missouri Police 
Department, and seven sworn into outside agencies. Class 
Valedictorian was Lauren Montgomery.  

Entrant Officer Class 147 graduates Tip-A-Cop raises 12K for Special Olympics 

On April 27, police officers from around the Kansas City, Mis-
souri area volunteered to be wait staff at three Corner Café 
locations. This year’s event, due to the overwhelming generos-
ity of the Corner Café Restaurants, raised nearly $12,000.00 for 
Special Olympics Missouri.  

said Cox. 
All of the donations have led to a better PAL Center which in turn attracts more youth. Those youth are able to focus their time and 

energy on something positive to develop critical life and leadership skills instead of becoming involved in criminal activity. The positive 
relationships that are developed can be attributed to both the generous donors and especially the dedication of the officers involved.   

“These officers have an incredible amount of passion for the PAL kids,” said Christine Lentz, Police Athletic League Board Presi-
dent. “They look after them as if they were their own and most importantly they give themselves unselfishly and provide unconditional 
love, not because it’s their job, but because they truly care about each and every single kid.” 

Future projects with Curry and Messenger’s include: a partnership with nine Home Depots to install a full-sized concession stand, 
new interior flooring for the entire lower level, painting, new stadium lighting for the football fields, bleachers, a scoreboard and more.  

When Officer Taquiza Johnson was asked what his favorite thing about PAL is, he said, “To see the kids smile. That’s what excites 
me, to see them smile.” 

News in Brief 

Officer Kevin White receives PERD award 

Officer Kevin White, Metro Patrol Division, received the 
Distinguished Valor Award at the 20th Annual Public Em-
ployees Recognition Day Award Ceremony on May 7, for 
saving a man's life after being brutally assaulted and robbed.  

The 2013 Spanish Immersion class graduates  

After completing 10 weeks of intensive Spanish language and 
culture training, the 2013 Spanish Immersion class consisting of 
16 students, officers and civilians from various assignments as 
well as two from Lee’s Summit, graduated on May 10. 
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Kansas City Missouri Police Department 
1125 Locust 
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Due to new U.S. Postal Service regulations, the past 
manner in which the Monthly Informant has been dis-
tributed will be changing. We ask those who currently 
receive a printed copy of the Monthly Informant make a 
decision on the way they are to receive the newsletter 
in the future from the following options: 
 
1. Receive the Monthly Informant by email. Note: the 

Department will not use your e-mail address for any 
other purpose. 

2. Continue receiving a hard copy in the mail but 
agree to the Department providing name and ad-
dress to a third-party, insured and bonded vendor, 
who will sign a confidentiality agreement ensuring 
the information will be used only for mailing the 
Monthly Informant. 

3. ‘opt out’ of receiving the Monthly Informant alto-
gether. 

 
Please email your distribution decision to  
informantchange@kcpd.org or call the Media Unit at 
816-234-5170 if you do not have internet access by 
July 1, 2013.  

Monthly informant mailing change 
MU Tigers, Chiefs and Royals,” Rader says. “We love 
going to their games when we can.” He has coached a 
number of his sons’ baseball teams and was named Kan-
sas City 3&2’s Manager of the year in 2011. 

He and his wife Brittany have two children: 13-year-
old Riley and 11-year-old Briggs, both very active in 
sports. Riley is the starting catcher for his tournament 
baseball team and is 
active in Boy 
Scouts. Briggs cur-
rently plays basket-
ball and baseball but 
enjoys both fishing 
and duck hunting.  
His wife Brittany, 
born in Mississippi, 
is an account execu-
tive at Q-104, the 
local country FM 
station. 

When Rader was asked about becoming a board 
member, he says it’s an absolute privilege to be involved 
with such a reputable and successful group of people. “I 
look forward to working with all the dedicated men and 
women that keep it running so effectively,” Rader said. 

“It is an absolute privi-
lege to be involved with 
such a reputable and 
successful group of 
people.”  
 

Michael C. Rader 
BOPC Member 

mailto:informantchange@kcpd.org�
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