
Local law enforcement and prosecutors hope $1,000 
cash will lead to fewer guns on the streets of Kansas 
City. 

Led by the Kansas City Metropolitan Crime Com-
mission and KCPD’s Narcotics and Vice Division, the 
program pays $1,000 to anyone who can give a tip 
leading to a felony conviction on weapons charges. 

“Crime is a community problem,” Jackson County 
Prosecutor Jean Peters-Baker said at a press confer-
ence announcing the initiative. “It doesn’t matter 
where you live … community problems require a 

community response.” 
The Gun Bounty program is designed to remove 

illegal firearms from the hands of criminals, especially 
gangs, by involving federal, state, and local area law 
enforcement agencies as well as the Kansas City Met-
ropolitan Crime Commission, Greater Kansas City 
Crime Stoppers TIPS Hotline, media outlets, metro-
politan area neighborhoods and the business commu-
nity.  These organizations will work in conjunction 
with local chiefs and sheriffs on this important metro-
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     In pouring rain on the 78th anniversary of the dead-
liest day for law enforcement in Kansas City history, a 
Boy Scout unveiled a tribute to those lives lost on 
KCPD’s Trail of Heroes. 
     J.J. Duer, son of Sergeant Jeff Duer, East Patrol 
Division, presented 
the monument he 
created to honor 
victims of the 1933 
Union Station Mas-
sacre on June 17 as 
his Eagle Scout pro-
ject. J.J. said he got 
interested in the 
event when his fa-
ther gave him a 
book about it for 
Christmas. 
     On June 17, 
1933, police were 
transporting federal 
prisoner Frank Nash 
from Oklahoma to 
the U.S. Penitentiary in Leavenworth, Kan., when 
several of his mobster friends (Arthur "Pretty Boy" 
Floyd, Vernon Miller and Adam Richetti) attempted 
to free him as he got off the train at Down-
town's Union Station. KCPD Detectives William 
Grooms and Frank Hermanson, FBI Agent Raymond 
Caffrey and McAlester, Okla., Police Chief Otto Reed 
died as the mobsters sprayed them with bullets. FBI 
Agent F. Joseph Lackey was injured but survived. 
Prisoner Frank Nash ended up dying in the massacre, 
too. 
     J.J. chose to honor a fifth and little-known victim 
of the massacre on his monument, as well. KCPD 
Officer Grant Schroder was killed the following year 

by an officer who came upon the carnage of the Union 
Station Massacre, became mentally unstable with sur-
vivor's guilt and killed Officer Schroder. 
     Months of work, more than 4,000 pounds of con-
crete and donations from many area businesses and 

individuals 
led to the 
completion 
of the monu-
ment. 
     Along 
with Chief 
James 
Corwin and 
J.J.’s family 
and friends, 
several spe-
cial guests 
also came to 
help dedicate 
the monu-
ment. One 
was Patrick 

Caffrey, grandson of FBI Agent Raymond Caffrey, 
who was killed in the Massacre. Caffrey's father was 
just six years old when he lost his dad in the barrage 
of bullets. FBI Agent Mike Oiler also attended. An-
other guest was actually present at the Massacre in 
1933, but it's not a person. It's a Thompson sub-
machine gun (Tommy gun) owned and used by KCPD 
officers during the Union Station Massacre. The De-
partment still has three of those Tommy guns used by 
police that day in storage. 
     The Union Station Massacre memorial is located 
about 500 feet from the head of the Trail of Heroes on 
the campus of the Shoal Creek Patrol Division and 
Regional Police Academy. 



     The most talented future crime scene 
investigators and police officers in the na-
tion came to Kansas City in June to show 
off their skills and interact with members of 
the city’s police department. 
     SkillsUSA is one of Kansas City’s larg-
est annual conventions and features thou-
sands of high school and technical school 
students who are the best in their fields. 
They come to compete in everything from 
cosmetology to aviation maintenance to 
broadcast news production to plumbing and 

nursing. Two contests this year 
featured KCPD volunteers: 
Crime Scene Investigation and 
Criminal Justice. 
     KCPD Crime Scene Techni-
cian Michelle Nordyke served as 
technical chair of the CSI con-
test at this year’s conference, 
which ran from June 19-24. She 
set up crime scenes, and students 
were charged with processing 
and reporting on them in a 60-
minute time limit. Nordyke recruited 
experienced crime scene investiga-
tors from KCPD and other area law 
enforcement agencies to serve as 
judges. 
     Students had to find and properly 
process six pieces of evidence in set-
up homicide scenes: a hotel key card 
with fingerprints, two bullet shell 
casings, hair on a chair, a newspaper 
with a shoe impression and a single 
drop of blood. Nordyke said judges 

also watched to see how competitors as-
sessed the scene, packaged evidence and 
even whether they changed gloves in be-
tween processing different items. 
     KCPD also donated four cars, and sev-
eral officers volunteered, as part of the 
criminal justice competition. 
     “It’s basically a day in the life of a po-
lice officer,” said Darrick Bruns, law en-
forcement and crime scene instructor at the 
Northland Career Center in Platte City, Mo. 
     Participants had to conduct car and pe-

destrian checks, demonstrate handcuffing 
techniques and deal with an emotionally 
disturbed person. KCPD officers also inter-
viewed the competitors as part of a mock 
hiring process. 
     “My kids work all year to get here,” 
Bruns said. “Just the top kid in each state 
gets to come.” 
     Six of Bruns’ 42 students made it to the 
national SkillsUSA competition. One is the 
brother of a current Kansas City Police offi-
cer. 
     Nordyke said KCPD’s participation in 
SkillsUSA is good exposure for the depart-
ment and a good way to attract some of the 
most promising future crime scene investi-
gators and police officers to Kansas City. 
     “This is huge publicity for Kansas City 
Police,” she said, noting all the parents tak-
ing pictures of their children in KCPD cars 
and being interviewed and judged by 
KCPD officers and crime scene technicians. 
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     Those who want to commemorate deceased 
department members on KCPD’s Trail of He-
roes but weren’t able to afford a $500 bench 
now have a new option.  
     The Building Operations and 
Capital Improvements units cre-
ated a 4-foot-tall cedar post with 
a diamond shape cut at a 30-
degree angle on top, designed by 
Building Operations Technician 
Mitchell “Mickey” Murray to 
honor fallen department members for $175. A 
commemoration plaque is placed on the dia-
mond surface, and an optional donation 
plaque can be placed on the side of the post. 
     The first post was dedicated June 9 by the 
Building Operations Unit to Francisco Banue-

los, who passed away at age 78 three years 
ago. He was assigned to Building Operations 
at the time of his death. His son, Rene Banue-
los, still is an active Building Operations tech-

nician. The other members of 
Building Operations pooled their 
money and surprised Rene and the 
Banuelos family with the dedica-
tion. 
      As with the memorial 
benches, anyone who wants to 

purchase a commemorative post on the Trail 
of Heroes should contact Kristine Reiter in the 
Accounting Section and advise her of the 
name they would like on the post and arrange 
for payment. Checks can be made out to the 
Board of Police Commissioners. 

Posts now honor the fallen on Trail of Heroes 

Memorial posts 
now can be  

purchased for 
$175 
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Officially Speaking … 
Awards 
Meritorious Service Award 
Officer Darryl Hipsher 
Officer Michael Merino 
Officer James Payton 
 
Certificate of  

Commendation 
Sergeant Derek Rothert 
 
Distinguished Service 

Medal 
Officer Christopher Ciarletta 
Sergeant Patrick Foster 
Officer Michael Jones 
Officer Walton Mulloy 
Officer Kori Smeiska 
Sergeant Eric Stucker 
 

Medal of Valor 
Officer Jonathan Best 
Officer Jonathan Hall 
Sergeant James Schulte 
 
Retirements 
Sergeant JoEllen Hudson 
Master Police Officer  
 T.R. Davis 
 
Obituaries 
Retired Sergeant Richard 

Florea 
Retired Sergeant Harold 

Kirchhoff 
Retired Police Officer John 

Whipple 
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 News in Brief 
KCPD det. is Interdiction Detective of Year 

 
Detective Anthony Garcia of 
KCPD’s Interdiction Section was 
named the 2011 Detective of the 
Year by the International Narcot-
ics Interdiction Association at the 
group’s annual conference. 
Since he has been assigned to 
the Interdiction Section in 2002, 
Det. Garcia has intercepted the 
transport of 4,761 pounds of 
marijuana, 101 pounds of co-
caine, 5 gallons of PCP, almost 
20 pounds of meth and more 
than $2 million in cash. Detective 
Garcia’s position is covert, but his canine partner, 
Franz, is pictured with drugs the pair recovered in early 
June from a passenger train. 

wide initiative, 
which began 
July 1. 

“There are 
still way too 
many guns and 
way too many 
criminals,” 
Deputy Chief 
Kevin Masters 
said. “But this 
program will 
help area police 
get guns out of 
the hands of 
dangerous 
criminals.” 

Kansas City 
is modeling its 
program after a 
similar one in 
Miami, Fla. 

 “What I like 
about it is it 
achieves re-
sults,” City Councilman Scott Taylor said. “The Miami- Dade program 
has had more than 2,400 tips, 535 guns confiscated, 329 arrests, 3 
homicides solved, and $2 million in narcotics recovered. 

Taylor pointed out the Gun Bounty Program also will likely lead 
police to suspects involved in a host of other criminal activities. 

The anonymous tips must originate through the TIPS Hotline, and 
area law enforcement will be responsible for confirming the eligibility 
for reward of tips received. Presently, a fund totaling approximately 
$32,500 is available for the program. The Kansas City Council ap-
proved $25,000 in seed money to start the program, and other dona-
tions have come in from private entities. Donations to the fund are wel-
come and can be 
sent to the Kansas 
City Metropolitan 
Crime Commission
-Gun Bounty Pro-
gram. 

 “We cannot be 
successful in at-
tracting jobs and 
people to this city 
until it is a safer 
city,” City Council-
man John Sharp 
said. “While this is 
just a start, I don’t 
want to see a finish 
with this program. I 
want to keep it 
going to help im-
prove public 
safety.” 

Midwest HIDTA named best in the nation 
 
On June 21, the Kansas City-based Midwest High-
Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA) Investigative 
Support Center was named the top HIDTA in the na-
tion by the White House Office of National Drug Con-
trol Policy, besting 26 other centers nationwide at an 
awards program in Washington, D.C. Staffed by sev-
eral KCPD members, Midwest HIDTA was recognized 
for providing critical intelligence linkages that support 
federal, state and local law enforcement officers.  



 

Kansas City Missouri Police Department 
1125 Locust 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

Kansas City, Missouri, is a Midwestern community 
with a population of approximately 460,000 covering 
318 square miles in four counties.  Kansas City, Mis-
souri is the largest city in the state of Missouri and is 
the anchor city of the Kansas City Metropolitan Area, 
the second largest metropolitan area in Missouri.  The 
Police Department has more than 1,400 officers and 
600 civilian employees.  The Board of Police Com-
missioners is conducting a nationwide search and so-
liciting applications for the position of Chief of Po-
lice. 
 
Requirements at the time of the appointment are the 
applicant must not be more than sixty years of age, 
shall have had at least five years' executive experience 
in a governmental police agency, shall be certified by 
a surgeon or physician to be in a good physical condi-
tion, shall be a citizen of the United States and shall 
either be or become a citizen of the state of Missouri 
and resident of Kansas City.  Salary range is $80,211 
to $172,478 per year.  The Chief of Police will be 
chosen by the Board solely on the basis of executive 

and administrative qualifications and demonstrated 
knowledge of police science and administration with 
special reference to actual experience in law enforce-
ment leadership and the provisions of section 84.420, 
R.S.Mo.  Candidates with experience in an urban city 
with a sizable multicultural population are desired. 

Resumes consisting of not more than four typewritten 
pages should be submitted on or before close of busi-
ness on July 25, 2011, to: 
 
David V. Kenner 
Secretary/Attorney 
Board of Police Commissioners 
1301 Oak Street 
Suite 500 
Kansas City, Missouri 64113 
Telephone:  (816) 460-1822 
Fax:  (816) 382-6622 
Email:  dkenner@levycraig.com 

Kansas City, Missouri 

CHIEF OF POLICE 
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