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The Kansas City Missouri Police Department de-
voted considerable manpower and resources to help a
city 150 miles away recover from a major disaster.

An EF-5 tornado struck Joplin, Mo., on May 22,
killing more than
130 people and de-
stroying the south-
ern part of the city,
leaving thousands
homeless. That very
night, Kansas City
Police commanders
and communications
technicians were on
the road to assist.

Chief James
Corwin said
KCPD’s phones
started ringing
shortly after the dis-
aster, with the State
Department of Pub-
lic Safety Director
calling for assis-
tance. This is the
first time in recent
memory KCPD has provided mutual aid to a city out-
side the Kansas City metropolitan area.

After commanders got on scene, KCPD sent a tacti-
cal response team and traffic enforcement squad. The
weekend after the tornado, President Barack Obama
went to Joplin to survey the damage, and an additional
12 KCPD officers and three Fleet Operations techni-
cians were assigned to provide security for his visit.

Tactical Response Team 2 arrived the morning after
the tornado.

“It looked like a bomb went off, like the pictures
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you see of Hiroshima and Nagasaki,” Officer Charles
Evans of TRT 2 said.

The officers said the only trees left standing had
their bark ripped off. All buildings, street signs and
landmarks were
gone. Only when
they could see the
badly damaged St.
John’s hospital did
they know which
way was north.
Cell phone towers
were down, and
Kansas City radios
couldn’t communi-
cate with each
other or the other
officers in the be-
ginning. Insurance
companies and
rescuers marked
what was left of
cars and homes
with spray paint.

The KCPD offi-
cers were assigned
to secure the hospital. At one point, they had to pick
through broken glass and debris to extract as many
linens and gurneys in the hospital as they could for a
make-shift medical triage area set up in a tent outside.
They then were assigned to roving patrols to look out
for looters and enforce the newly imposed curfew.

Sergeant Jason Rusley said the most difficult part
was knowing there were people buried in debris.

“You knew people were trapped in houses, but there
was no way to get to them,” he said.

Photo courtesy Kris KetzZKMBC 9 News

Kansas City officers provided security to the damaged St.
John’s Hospital in Joplin, Mo., after the May 22 tornado.

Continued on p. 2

Project puts rookies on the streets

The Kansas City Police Department will put 17 new
officers on foot into the city’s most crime-ridden areas
in a throw-back experiment to improve the quality of
life in those neighborhoods.

The probationary officers will start the Foot Patrol
Project in the beginning of August and will be as-
signed in pairs for 90 days to patrol two areas in Cen-
tral Patrol Division and two in East Patrol Division —
the divisions in which 87 percent of Kansas City’s
crime takes place. The program is based on one devel-
oped by the Philadelphia, Pa., Police Department,

which reduced crime in targeted areas there by 23
percent.

“My hope is we can connect to the community in a
sincere way,” Probationary Officer Erin Butler said.
“The ‘bad guys’ aren’t going to stop their lucrative
crime because we say so. They will stop when the
environment they thrive in, like these areas, refuses to
tolerate them instead of being fearful of them. I hope
we can empower the good people to fight back.”

KCPD chose the areas for the project by analyzing

Continued on p. 3



Kit aims to prevent busmess robberies

The woman who owns and operates a

small Hispanic market in Northeast Kansas g ,—f,,

City was viciously attacked by a robber
with a tire iron in late April. The suspect
came in, asked about tamales, then went
behind the register, stole hundreds of dol-
lars and beat the store owner to the point
she required 33 staples in her scalp.

She is the kind of person Detective Cris-
tin Stammler of the Robbery Unit hopes to
help with a new business robbery preven-

tion program. Kansas City had 410 business

robberies in 2010, but Detective Stammler
noticed a difference in how they were han-
dled.

“There’s a more consistent response from

corporate businesses than mom-and-pop
stores,” he said. “Smaller businesses
seemed to be getting hit more. I thought
maybe there’s something we could do to
proactively prevent business robberies or
minimize the chance of a violent confronta-
tion.”

Detective Stammler said corporately
owned businesses typically have formal
training for their employees about robbery
prevention and what to do should one take
place. Smaller businesses often don’t.
That’s where KCPD will step in. Adapting
a program developed by the Mesa, Ariz.,

everything from what to say to the 911 dis-
patcher to how to preserve the crime scene.
The booklet contains a form to write down
suspects’ appearance, clothing, vehicle and
1= weapons. It also has a sign employees can
post on their doors saying the business is
temporarily closed because of an emer-
gency.

“The kit is meant to be kept at the work
station, under the cash register,” Detective
Stammler said. “You just flip through the
steps and don’t have to remember every-
thing. It’s a very traumatic situation to be a
robbery victim, and even the simplest of
tasks can seem impossible.”

Detective Stammler has contacted each
4 of the six patrol division’s community in-
teraction officers to learn which businesses
| will most benefit from the kits. He’s putting
that together with a list of businesses that
have been robbed the most. Once that list is
compiled within the next one to two
months, robbery detectives personally will
visit each of the businesses to deliver the
robbery Kits.

“That face-to-face contact is important,”
Detective Stammler said. “Hopefully
they’1l get to know us and call us if they
have questions.”

Police Department, Detective Stammler has
created a “robbery kit” to assist Kansas
City business owners.

The kit, which is available in English and
Spanish, includes a height strip for owners
to put by the front door, a brochure with
lots of prevention tips, and a step-by-step
booklet outlining what employees should
do if a robbery takes place that includes

KCPD’s officers
worked in 12-hour
shifts and stayed
in the dormitories
of Missouri
Southern State
University, which
was undamaged.
The tactical teams
and traffic en-
forcement squads
rotated every 5
days, with one
team returning to
Kansas City after
being relieved by

JOPLIN, CONT. FROM P. 1
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the President’s
visit to Joplin.
She said she
constantly
heard how pro-
fessional Kan-
sas City Police
were and how
little direction

Officer Jeff Taylor of the Riv-
erside, Missouri, Police De-
partment also was assisting in
Joplin when he was struck by
lightning in a second round of
storms May 23. Officer Taylor
died June 2 in a Springfield,
Mo., hospital. A fund in honor
of Officer Taylor has been

theyﬁlet?ded 0 cstablished at the Kansas City

get the job Police Credit Union to help his

d(fle' family (a wife and two chil-
Our sworn

another sent to Joplin. Although they were pro-
vided with a stipend, many restaurants initially
had no running water, so the officers ate food
provided by the Red Cross and Salvation Army,
which Sergeant Rusley said “were everywhere.”
Sergeant Rusley said residents were extremely
grateful for the officers and thanked them every-
where they went. Police Commissioner Lisa

and non-sworn members who are in Joplin were
given the most important, and in some cases, dan-
gerous duties over the past week,” she said.

KCPD committed to spend at least four weeks
in Joplin. Many KCPD members went to volun-
teer on their own. Several fund-raising efforts
also took place throughout the department.

dren) with expenses. You can
send donations to:

Taylor Benefit Account
K.C. Police Credit Union
2800 E. 14th Street
Kansas City, MO 64127
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News in Brief
Entrant Officer Class 143 graduates

Entrant Officer Class 143 graduated May 19 with 17
officers being sworn into the Kansas City Missouri
Police Department, and three sworn into outside
agencies. Class Valedictorian was Thomas Komo-
roski, and winner of the Director’'s Award was Drew
Pittenger. Both are from KCPD.

Officially Speaking ...

Awards
Life-Saving Award
Sergeant Thomas Clark

Sergeant Jeffrey Duer
Sergeant Rufus Evans
Sergeant James Fuller
Sergeant Eric Greenwell
Special Unit Citation Officer Linda Walker
Tactical Response Team 1 Sergeant Tim Witcig

Officer Josephine Woods

Meritorious Service Award

Officer Bryan Truman Retirements

Master Police Officer
Donald Treece

Master Police Officer

Charles Porch

Certificate of
Commendation

Officer Chad Fenwick

Officer Joel Godfrey

Officer Noah Stigall Obituaries
Retired Captain Oliver
Distinguished Service Wallen
Medal Retired Sergeant Robert
Officer Charles Barbosa Lewis
Retired Sergeant Gerald
Happy I

25-Year rings
Sergeant Kent Battmer

Detention Facility Officer
Patricia Doolin

FOOT PATROL, CONT. FROM P. 1

several factors, including the number of violent and property crimes,
fear of crime and accessibility. The four areas selected are small —
comprising 15 intersections that are approximately 1.3 to 1.5 roadway
miles. Dr. Ken Novack, Chair of Criminal Justice and Criminology at
the University of Missouri-Kansas City, used KCPD’s data to select
four control areas, as well, to determine how much difference the pro-
ject will make. The control areas are unknown to the police depart-
ment.

“We’re not just doing a study,” Major Roger Lewis said. “We want
to improve the quality of life for the common, decent people in those
areas.”

Kansas City’s probationary officers got to meet two Philadelphia
officers and a Philadelphia deputy police commissioner to discuss the
program with them. One officer told them the project made him a bet-
ter cop. The Philadelphia officers also told KCPD’s new officers they
should prepare to walk six to seven miles a day and go through several
pairs of shoes.

“Say ‘hi’ to everyone,” Philadelphia Officer Timothy Hegarty ad-
vised. “It costs nothing.”

The Board of Police Commissioners expressed concern about send-
ing two rookie officers into such dangerous areas. But the young offi-
cers say they are ready.

“We received the best training we could at the Academy,” Probation-
ary Officer John King said.

Probationary Officer Butler said the assignment is a little daunting,
but she said her inexperience will make her more vigilant.

“I do think as new cops it will be important to respect the dangers
but embrace each learning experience,” she said.

Deputy Chief Cy Ritter said the project not only will determine
whether heavy foot patrols reduce crime but whether they will improve
community relationships. Major Lewis also said it will be interesting to
see if the project will create more skilled police.

“Five years down the road, is this cohort of officers going to be bet-
ter officers?” he asked.

The Foot Patrol Project will end Nov. 1, but commanders said they
hope to continue it in the future, either with future Academy classes or
existing officers.
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Off the Clock:

KC Blues Win the

It was a classic sports story of underdogs coming out on top,
with some cops thrown in.

When Detective Joe Daneff of KCPD’s Career Criminal Squad
was at a public skating rink with his kids, last winter, he ran into
DEA Special Agent Doug Dorley and his son. They quickly struck
up a conversation about putting together an all-law enforcement
ice hockey team as Agent Dorley already was on an adult team.
They began calling and recruiting players, and the KC Blues was
born.

On February 17, 2011, thirteen men and one woman, most of
whom work in the law enforcement field, set out on the ice for
their first hockey game as the KC Blues and for some, their first
time ever even playing hockey.

“Prior to starting the season,
only three guys on our team have
played together, and the rest had
never even met,” Detective
Daneff said.

The KC Blues got off to a
rough start. Between them not
having a full roster every game,
injuries, and being beginners,
they lost their first eight games,

“We have the police mental-
ity to never give up,” Detective
Daneff said. “Even when we
were down goals and losing mul-
tiple games in a row, we contin-

League Tournament

ued to play as a team and have fun until the last second ran off the
clock. We constantly encouraged each other and kept positive atti-
tudes. So you ask how we got better. We got better by not giving
up, demonstrating teamwork and having fun with it.”

Career Criminal Detective Timothy Smith said, “The team
really started to learn how each other played, and the more time
we spent on the ice, the better we all got.”

That is when something special began to happen with the KC
Blues: they won a game, and it didn’t stop there. They ended up
winning the last six games and became The 12 Ounce Hockey
League’s Tournament Champions.

“Winning the championship was great, but all of our friends
and co-workers that showed up
and gave us pep talks before,

- during, and after the games was
the best,” Detective Smith said.
“We started out terrible and
those folks kept coming. ...
This team truly enforced the
idea that hard work and a never
—give-up attitude really does
pay oft.”

With a championship under
their belt, the KC Blues don’t
plan on stopping. They will
continue to play in the summer
session, which begins June 9.

Kansas City Missouri Police Department
1125 Locust
Kansas City, MO 64106
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