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Mandatory retirement increased

Sergeant Ramona Arroyo has been on edge for years of age, because it could reduce chances for pro-
months now, waiting to see if she could stay at the job motions, among other concerns.
she loves. “I totally understand there are sergeants on the cap-

“I had been stressed out,” she said. tain’s list who would like to see me go,” said

Sergeant Arroyo, age 54, reached the Captain Kevin Murdock, who reached his
mandatory retirement mark of 30 years 30 years of service in February 2011.
of service in 2010, but the Board of = But Captain Murdock, age 58, intends
Police Commissioners put a morato- ; , to stay for the next two years now.
rium on 30-year retirements while >
they weighed the options of changing #
the policy. Q‘/

The Board voted April 28 to extend /| ©
mandatory law enforcement retire- '
ment from 30 to 32 years of service,
revising a policy first instituted in
1956.

“I was excited and kind of relieved,”
Sergeant Arroyo said of their decision.
“Now I have a little more time to finish
up some stuff I want to do. This is what I
really enjoy, and I’m still having fun.”

Board President Pat Mclnerney said there
were competing concerns about the change.

“One was the solvency of the retirement system,
and the other was the impact on promotions,” he said.

The Fraternal Order of Police supported the Board’s
decision to extend the mandatory retirement to 32
years of service. F.O.P. President Sergeant Brad
Dumit said they did not support the other options,
which included extension to 35 years of service or 65

" contribute, I’d leave,” he said. “I en-
joy it. ... The guys who work for me
still have a good time, and we still get
the job done.”
State statute still dictates that police

Py cannot contribute to their pension past
ey 30 years of service or receive a retire-
7 ment benefit more than 75 percent of
A their annual salary at the 30-year mark,
even if they were to work additional time.
Actuaries estimated the move to 32 years
of service for mandatory retirement would
reduce the pension system’s accrued liability by
$6.9 million, or 0.8 percent. Retirement Board mem-
bers said any change that would reduce how long
benefits were paid to retirees would benefit the sys-
tem.

“If we make this change, it is not the silver bullet

that saves the pension system from its problems,” said

Continued on p. 2

Taking Bullying by the Horns

e

That is exactly
what Officers Sutton
McCrea and Antonio
Hill of East Patrol are
doing. By starting an
anti-bullying program
in the local East Zone
grade schools, both

People in about 90 per-
| cent of those schools
9/ were voicing their con-
cerns about bullying.

cal or verbal and can
involve hitting, name

Hill and McCrea § ing, but it doesn’t stop
hope to make a dif- = there, Officer McCrea
ference. said.

Beginning in Octo-
ber, the two initially
wanted to visit local
grade schools to help
students see police officers in a more positive light.
But after a couple months of observing and speaking
to parent liaisons, their interests changed quickly.

“The difference be-
tween now and when |
was in school is they
have the internet and cell phones involved now,” she
said.

Bullying has been

Officer’'s McCrea and Hill pose with Ms. Frey’s
Pre-K class at Melcher Elementary.

—Continued on p. 3



Ordinance Fights Crime at Vacant Houses

While there is no official “victim” to sign
a complaint when vacant houses are bur-
glarized or damaged, Officer Jason Cooley
said neighborhoods are what suffers.

“An out-of-state bank or owner has no
investment in the community,” Officer Ja-
son Cooley of the East
Patrol Division said.
“They’re not going to
come here as the victim
for a charge in city court.
Meanwhile, neighbor-
hoods are suffering ...
and property values are
declining.”

Officer Cooley is
working with officials in
the City’s Neighborhood
and Community Services
Division to create an or-
dinance that would
charge those who bur-
glarize and vandalize
vacant properties. Right
now, police can catch
someone tearing out and
stealing copper from a
vacant home, and the person will serve no
jail time if the home’s owner cannot be
contacted. About 45 percent of burglaries
throughout the city occur in vacant proper-
ties.

“In order for us to charge someone, we
have to prove a crime occurred, we have to
prove a specific person did it, and we have
to prove a specific victim suffered loss,”
said Sergeant Brad Lemon of the Metro
Patrol Division Property Crimes Section.
“Right now, we can do two out of the three.

S0

We can’t do the last one.”

The national mortgage crisis that began
in 2008 continues to ripple through Kansas
City. The Kansas City Star reported on
April 19 that the city had about 12,000 va-
cant properties, up 20 percent since 2007.

S

A new ordinance could make it easier to prosecute those who burglarize
or vandalize vacant properties, like this one on Kansas City’s east side.

Many have been foreclosed on and are now
owned by major national banks. Those
banks are generally unwilling to prosecute
when crimes occur on the homes in their
portfolio.

“We have had zero successful prosecu-
tions on bank-owned properties,” Sergeant
Lemon said. “Burglaries have been out of
control the last three years.”

Arsons also have been problematic. Kan-
sas City recorded arsons at 103 vacant
buildings in 2010. But a new ordinance

Retired Chief Floyd Bartch, who is a mem-
ber of the Retirement Board.

The law enforcement retirement system
lost about a quarter of its value in the reces-
sion of 2008. It regained about 27 percent —
or $100 million — in 2010 for a current
value of about $700 million. Retirement
System Director Jim Pyle said the system
pays out about $40 million a year to retir-
ees.

In a joint meeting between the Board of
Police Commissioners and Retirement
Board on April 21, F.O.P. Vice President
Sergeant Brad Lemon took issue with the
Retirement Board’s decision earlier in the

month to approve a 3 percent cost-of-living
increase for retirees, saying the raise for

could finally force criminals who prey on
vacant properties to face jail time. The ordi-
nance is under legal review right now but
could come before the City Council soon. It
would prohibit anyone from entering, dam-
aging, or stealing from a vacant property.

“In essence, the City
would be the victim,”
Officer Cooley said.

Officer Cooley started
pushing for the ordinance
after riding along with
Cleveland, Ohio, police
during a vacant proper-
ties conference in Octo-
ber 2010. Cleveland offi-
cers said the problem had
gotten so out of hand that
thieves were causing
explosions by stealing
natural gas lines from
vacant houses. The new
ordinance allowed Cleve-
land to list the city as the
victim of these crimes
when no property owner
could be contacted. As-
sistant Kansas City Prosecutor Beth Mu-
rano said no one has challenged Cleve-
land’s law.

Neighborhood leaders strongly support
the new ordinance in Kansas City, Officer
Cooley said.

“Community groups are excited about
anything that can help,” he said. “... A lot
of times, we catch these jokers, but when
we can’t locate a victim, we simply have to
let them go. With this, at least we have
something to take them to jail for.”

RETIREMENT, CONT. FROM P. 1

service for mandatory retirement to 32 was
an acceptable compromise.

retirees must mean the
system was not in that
bad of a shape. He also
said he thought Retire-
ment Board members
failed to stop investment
losses to the system in
the 2008 recession.

“This allows us three to four
years of experience to see if
the estimated numbers
shake out, if the projections
today prove to be true.”

“This allows us three to
four years of experience
to see if the estimated
numbers shake out, if
the projections today
prove to be true,” Board
President Mclnerney
said. “It takes a signifi-

By the time of the - Pat Mcinerney  cant step toward sol-
April 28 Board of Police President, Board of Police  vency, ... and if this is
Commissioners meeting, Commissioners  the right way to go, ex-
most had agreed that perience will show

extending the years of

that.”
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News in Brief

Complaint forms now can be filed online

Members of the public who feel they have experi-
enced possible police abuse or misconduct now can
file a complaint with the Office of Community Com-
plaints (OCC) online. Previously, the only way to
submit a complaint was in person at a police station
or a few other neighborhood locations. The online
form can be accessed at www.kcpd.org by clicking
on “Office of Community Complaints.” Complainants
can download the form, fill it out and e-mail it as an
attachment to communitycomplaints@kcpd.org.

Broadway Bridge Run raises $50K

More than 1,100 runners raised $50,061 for Special
Olympics Missouri in the KCPD-sponsored sixth an-
nual Broadway Bridge Run on April 10. The event
featured a 10K run, 5K run-walk and family fun run.
The course began in the City Market, went across
the Broadway Bridge and wound around the Down-
town Airport.

Police collect 1,000+ pounds of drugs

KCPD and the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion collected a total of 1,179 pounds of old prescrip-
tion drugs at a city-wide prescription drug take-back
event April 30. The event aims to keep drugs out of
the hands of those who might abuse them and keeps
them from polluting public water sources. The DEA
incinerated the drugs.

BULLYING, CONT. FROM P. 1

A

E—

with the kids in gym class.

known to happen in online chat rooms, through e-mail and on social
networking sites. Because there are so many different ways for bullying
to happen now, Officer McCrea put together two sets of curriculum: one
for pre-school to second graders and one for third to sixth graders.
McCrea said police can offer a different perspective on bullying than a
teacher.

She recognizes that each school has different needs, and she tries to
incorporate that into her curriculum.

Officer McCrea has been getting a lot positive feedback.

“The kids have been really receptive, especially the younger ones,”
she said.

Officer McCrea is in the process of organizing an event for the JA
Rogers school’s field day June 8 that will include the Police Depart-
ment’s Mounted Patrol, Helicopter and Canine sections, and possibly
the Tactical Teams’ bear cat. McCrea hopes it will be an incentive for
kids to want to come to school.

Although Officer Hill was reassigned to a different position, Officer
McCrea plans to continue visiting schools with Officer Greg Smith until
the end of the school year. McCrea recognizes they can’t reach every-
one, but she said, “If we reach one or two at least we accomplished
something. We are making a difference in their lives.”

Officially Speaking ...

Awards
Special Unit Citation Certificate of Commendation
Planning and Research Officer Brian Wilkerson

Division

o ) Retirement

Meritorious Service Award Administrative Assistant Lisa
Officer Todd Stoker Holliday
Meritorious Service Award Obituary

Detective Craig Hontz Retired Officer Joe E. Williams

Meritorious Service Award
Officer Walter Johnson
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Bomb detectives rig up beeping egg hunt

With wired-up, beeping, vibrating devices surrounding pre-school
children, Kansas City Police Bomb and Arson detectives stood idly
by.

As the beeping got more intense, the detectives started guiding the
children closer to the devices. Once in hand, they switched off the
beeping and traded the electronic

Children’s Center for the Visually Impaired volunteer and board
member. “Everyone is so excited to know they’ll finally get to go,
t00.”

About 20 preschool children took to a field next to the Children’s
Center to find the eggs delivered by the Bomb and Arson detectives.
With the help of the detectives

item in for candy and toys.

KCPD’s Bomb and Arson Sec-
tion, along with the bomb squad
from the Lee’s Summit Police
Department, led an Easter egg
hunt for visually impaired children
the afternoon of April 20. They
spent a day wiring up 50 large,
colorful eggs to beep so the chil-
dren could find them.

Sergeant Mark Liebig with the
Lee’s Summit Police Bomb Squad |
said each egg cost about $6 and
consisted of the plastic casing, a
switch, battery, beeper, pizza box

and their teachers, they found all
50 eggs, so the detectives hid
them again, and the fun started
anew.

Lee’s Summit Sergeant Lie-
big said the event started with a
bomb squad in Birmingham,
Ala., that had a detective with a
blind child. The International
Association of Bomb Techni-
cians and Investigators picked
up the idea, and KCPD joined in
for the first time this year. Liebig
said public safety departments
from around the metro area
heard about it and asked to bor-

spacer and wires. -

“The first two I wired wrong,”
KCPD Detective John Thompson
said with a laugh.

But he and others caught on, and their efforts brought immense joy
to the children at the Children’s Center for the Visually Impaired at
31* and Main streets.

“Other volunteers will do an egg hunt with the morning kids, but
the afternoon kids have never gotten to go,” said Lisa Hoffman, a

Bomb and Arson detectives assisted pre-schoolers from the
Children’s Center for the Visually Impaired with an egg hunt.

row the wired-up eggs for their
own hunts for visually impaired
children this year.

Children’s Center Preschool Program Director Erin Bloom said
three-fourths of the children the center serves have some diagnosis in
addition to visual impairment. She said the egg hunt got kids oriented
with the ground and all its feelings and textures and engaging parts of
the children’s brains that involve things like spatial processing.

Kansas City Missouri Police Department
1125 Locust
Kansas City, MO 64106
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