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Ordinance now protects police animals  

KCPD’s coldest case re-opened 
A crusading civil rights leader 

and rediscovered evidence led Kan-
sas City police to re-open their 
coldest murder case to date – that 
of a prominent politician who was 
murdered 40 years ago.  

“We have never done a case this 
old,” Crime Lab Director Linda 
Netzel said. 

Before this, the oldest case 
KCPD’s Cold Case Homicide 
Squad and Crime Lab had investi-
gated was from 1977.  

Civil rights leader and politician 
Leon Jordan was killed on July 15, 
1970, outside the Green Duck Tav-
ern at 2548 Prospect Ave. Chief 
James Corwin decided to reopen 
Jordan’s case after a meeting with 
another civil rights leader, Alvin 
Sykes. Sykes pushed for the pas-
sage of the national Emmett Till 
Unsolved Civil Rights Crime Act, 
which was signed into law in 2008 
and directed the FBI and U.S. De-

partment of Justice to reopen cases 
of unsolved civil rights-era mur-
ders. 

Jordan, 65 at the time he was 
killed, was the founder of Freedom 
Inc. and a well-known politician 
and leader of civil rights move-
ments in Kansas City. The suspects 
have been described as three black 
men who drove a brown, late 1960s
-model Pontiac. The car and gun 
were later found abandoned. Detec-
tives at the time interviewed hun-
dreds of people, and charges were 
even brought against three men, but 
they didn’t stick. 

“I heard a hundred different sto-
ries about what happened and why 
he was killed,” said Retired Detec-
tive Sergeant Lloyd DeGraffenreid 
Sr., who worked on the case for 
two years (for more on DeGraffen-
reid, see p. 4). 

Chief Corwin said his meeting 

When a police horse got smacked in the face earlier 
this summer, there was little officers could do. 

Two Mounted Patrol officers were talking to a 
woman at 39th and Main streets when, with no provo-
cation, she reached up 
with an open hand and 
slapped one of the horses. 
There were no charges the 
officers could bring that 
would hold up in court, 
until now. Working with 
KCPD, the Kansas City 
Council unanimously 
approved an ordinance on 
August 26 that makes it 
against the law to abuse 
or interfere with a police 
animal. 

“Police service animals 
serve their communities 
alongside their human 
partners,” the ordinance 

resolution states. “They are active members of law 
enforcement, yet they are treated as simple items of 
property by the law if maltreated, injured, or killed 
while performing the tasks required of them.” 

     Under the new ordi-
nance, anyone who 
abuses or interferes 
with a police animal 
faces penalties of up to 
a $500 fine and/or 180 
days in jail, City Prose-
cutor Beth Murano 
said. 
     Captain Randall 
Jacobs of the Patrol 
Support Unit said 
drunken Westport pa-
trons have thrown bot-
tles at horses and 
physically struck them 
in the sides and rear. Petting police horses is still OK under a new city 

ordinance, but the law now specifically addresses 
abuse of KCPD horses and canines. Continued on p. 3 

A statue memorializing slain civil 
rights leader Leon Jordan 
stands at 31st St. and Benton. 

Continued on p. 2 
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COLDEST CASE, CONT. FROM P. 1 

Detectives, kids honor fallen KCPD officer 

with Sykes convinced him the case needed another look. So did 
some evidence that resurfaced. 

“It seemed to me if we have more information out there we 
should look at it with a fresh set of eyes,” Corwin said. “That’s the 
purpose of our Cold Case Squad.”  

Once thought lost, police have located 
the weapon used in the murder and par-
tial fingerprints taken from the weapon 
and cars around the crime scene. The 
fingerprints were among some 100,000 
KCPD kept in storage before the na-
tional fingerprint database AFIS 
(Automated Fingerprint Identification 
System) was instituted in 1988. AFIS 
and software that enhances fingerprints 
could shed new light on the case, Netzel 
said, but she cautioned about the lab’s limitations. 

“The prints were taken with tape, and that has yellowed over 
time,” she said. “They’re barely visible.” 

A Crime Lab technician read about the case in The Kansas City 
Star and found the serial number of the murder weapon, a shotgun, 

on the back of one of the rediscovered fingerprint cards. He ran it 
through a database and was surprised to find it was a service shot-
gun in a Kansas City Police car. The first time it showed up in 
police inventory records was in 1977, and it has been used as a 

police service weapon ever since. 
While the gun has the same serial num-
ber, parts of it, including the barrel, 
have been replaced to maintain the 
gun’s functionality.  
     The physical evidence in the case 
will be re-examined with new technol-
ogy, but the bulk of the detective work 
will be done the old-fashioned way, 
said Cold Case Squad Sergeant Rich-
ard Sharp. Much of it will involve sit-
ting down and having face-to-face con-

versations.  
“We have to see if anyone can remember this, if people are still 

alive,” he said. “I think this is going to be a challenge, but we can 
do it.”  

 

Shortly after the open-
ing of the Trail of Heroes, 
Sergeant Doug Niemeier 
took his two daughters, 
then - ages 6 and 10 years, 
to the trail for a walk. He 
knew they would enjoy it 
as they always attended the 
yearly department Memo-
rial Services. As they cir-
cled the trail, they discov-
ered only one bench. His 
youngest daughter looked 
around solemnly and said, 
“This is really sad, Daddy.” 
Just one bench for all those 
lost in the line of duty. 

When they arrived 
home the girls put their 
heads together and decided 
that they wanted to donate 
money from their piggy 
banks and money collected 
from recycling aluminum 
cans to purchase another 
bench for the trail.  Five 
hundred dollars was a lot of money, but 
they were determined. 

When Sgt. Niemeier arrived at work 
the next day, he mentioned the bench col-
lection to some of the detectives in the 
Homicide Unit, where he was assigned at 

the time. They all agreed that collecting 
money and dedicating a new bench would 
be a great idea and decided they would 
dedicate the bench to the first detective 
killed in the line of duty. While they were 
talking, a member of the squad, Det. Randy 

Evans, walked past the 
room. Everyone in the 
squad had worked with 
Randy at one time or 
another through the 
years; in fact, Det. Ev-
ans had been Sergeant 
Niemeier’s training 
officer.  
     Several years ago 
Sgt. Niemeier noticed 
Randy Evans sitting 
with the families of 
fallen officers during 
the department’s an-
nual memorial service.  
When he asked the 
detective why he was 
sitting there, he was 
shocked to discover 
that the quiet, unas-
suming detective he 
had known for years 
was himself the son of 
a KCPD officer who 
died in the line of duty. 

KCPD Officer Robert Evans was struck and 
killed by a drunk driver in 1971 while writ-
ing a traffic ticket. Randy Evans was 9 
years old at the time.  

When Sergeant Niemeier saw Detec-

Continued on p. 3 

This shotgun, discovered in use as a KCPD 
service weapon, was the murder weapon in 
the 1970 Leon Jordan homicide. Several parts 
of the gun have been replaced since that time. 

Current and former members of the 1010 Homicide Squad and the daugh-
ters of the sergeant were the first group of non-family members to raise 
money for a bench for a fallen officer on the Trail of Heroes. Front: 
Brooke and Allison Niemeier. Back row from left: Detectives Randy Mor-
ris, Brent Taney, Buck Williams, Scott Emery, Sergeant Doug Niemeier, 
Detectives Danny Thomas, Vern Huth and Rob Blehm. 
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Officially Speaking… 
 
Awards 
Meritorious Service Award 
Sergeant Doug Niemeier 
 
Certificate of Commendation 
CSI Supervisor Melanie Bartch 
Forensic Specialist Sara  

Dranuski 
Officer Rick Hulme 
Officer Daniel Quiles 
 
 
25-Year Rings 
Detective Paula Emery 
Deputy Chief Darryl Forte 
Supervisor Tamy Gallagher 
Sergeant H. Paul Hamilton 
Captain Melvin Harvey 

Detective Patricia Marnett 
Deputy Chief Kevin Masters 
Fleet Operations Supervisor 

Marvin Russell 
Master Police Officer James 

Walton 
 

 
Retirements 
Officer Daniel Schmer 
 

 
Obituaries 
Retired Officer Samuel Capra 
Retired Officer Brian Crader 
Retired Officer James Lewis 
Retired Investigative Typist 

Ruth Pietro 
Retired Detective Tommy  

Peterson 
 

  

News in Brief 

FALLEN  OFFICER, CONT. FROM P. 2 

Entrant Officer Class 141 graduates 

KCPD Entrant Officer Class 141 graduated from 
the Kansas City Regional Police Academy on 
Aug. 12, 2010. The class of 25 began their train-
ing on Jan. 25, 2010, and the graduates were as-
signed to the Central, East, Metro and South pa-
trol divisions. The class valedictorian was Luke 
Balsley. 

POLICE ANIMALS, CONT. FROM P. 1 

Sales tax renewal on November ballot 

The Kansas City Council unanimously voted on 
Aug. 19 to place the renewal of the quarter-cent 
Public Safety Sales Tax on the Nov. 2, 2010, bal-
lot. Voters will decide whether to renew the tax—
originally approved in 2002—for 15 years. If it 
passes, proceeds of the tax will go to build new 
North and East patrol division stations, a new 
Crime Lab, purchase new helicopters and cars 
and a new radio system. 

The strikes weren’t aimed at the officers on the horses but the animals 
themselves, so the suspects couldn’t be charged with assault on an officer, 
and their actions didn’t usually rise to the level of animal cruelty charges. 
Five years ago, a suspect bit a portion of a police dog’s ear so hard the dog 
required veterinary treatment. All police could do was ask prosecutors to 
please tack on an animal abuse charge to the other charges the suspect 
faced. 

“There was nothing that really specifically addressed the situation,” Mu-
rano said. 

Now anyone who mistreats a police horse or dog can be charged with 
that specific offense in Municipal Court. The ordinance also makes it illegal 
to release a police animal without its handler. For example, anyone who is 
not the animal’s handler and lets a police dog out of a car or a police horse 
out if its trailer faces charges. A suspect also would face charges if he or 
she taunts or torments a police animal or feeds it without the permission of 
the handler. 

“You can still pet the horses, but this would take care of someone slap-
ping them,” Captain Jacobs said. 

tive Evans walk past, it hit him. Why not dedicate that bench to the late 
Officer Robert Evans, the father of their friend and co-worker? It took 
about two years to collect the $500 needed for the bench. The money came 
from a variety of sources - the collection of aluminum cans on the second 
floor of Headquarters, personal donations from department members, and 
of course, money from recycled aluminum cans collected by Sgt. Nie-
meier’s little girls, and all the change from their piggy banks.  

Detective Randy Evans says the bench dedication to his father was an 
awesome idea and that he was very touched by the gesture.  Detective 
Randy Evans will continue to proudly honor his fallen father by standing 
guard at the Memorial Torch in the front of Headquarters each May.  

 

Auto parts store teams with police  

Advance Auto Parts partnered with police through-
out the metro area to offer crime prevention-
related items at a discount Aug. 3 –10 to coincide 
with the National Night Out Against Crime. The 
discounted items included steering wheel locks 
(the Club), locking gas caps, locking lug nuts, 
clear license plate covers and fasteners, and car 
alarms. Kansas City Police promoted the initiative 
to residents to make their cars hard targets 
against thieves. The Advance Auto Parts district 
manager reported the promotion resulted in an 
additional $15,000 in sales of crime prevention 
items. 
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At 91 years old, Retired Detective Sergeant Lloyd DeGraffenreid Sr. 
has retained his sharp memory.  

He worked hundreds of cases during his 30 years at the Kansas City 
Missouri Police Department, and the memory of the 1970 murder of 
politician Leon Jordan has stayed with him. 

“The most memorable case was one I didn’t solve,” Retired Detective 
Sergeant DeGraffenreid said. 
 DeGraffenreid joined the police depart-
ment in 1948, after he had just moved to 
Kansas City from North Carolina to be 
with family. 
     “The Police Department had an adver-
tisement that they needed some negro 
police officers, so I took the test and 
passed it,” he said. 
     A native of South Carolina, DeGraf-
fenreid had a bachelor’s degree from 
Benedict College and had served five 
years in the Army as a Sergeant during 
World War II.  He had been teaching at a 
high school in North Carolina, but the 
idea of joining the Kansas City Missouri 
Police Department appealed to him. 
     “I had spent some time in the army as 

a military policeman, and I liked it,” he said.  
He was promoted to Detective in 1969 and soon was promoted to 

Detective Sergeant in 1972. There he worked in the Homicide Unit, 
which he said was the highlight of his career. 

“People were just killing each other for nothing,” he said. “It kept me 
pretty busy, and it was interesting.” 

He said he had good partners during his time in the Homicide Unit—

first Detective Sylvester 
Young Sr. and later he 
worked with Detective Gene 
Buie.  

“We knew practically 
everybody in town,” De-
Graffenreid said. “We knew 
all the places we could go to 
get information and solved a 
lot of cases.” 

But after working on the 
Leon Jordan case for two 
years, DeGraffenreid took a 
break from detective work 
and worked as a Sherriff for 
the Jackson County Jail for 
three years. 

He went back to his detec-
tive work at the Kansas City 
Police Department in 1975 
and retired six years later 
after 30 years of service. 

DeGraffenreid recently 
returned to the police head-
quarters at the March 23 
Board of Police Commissioners Meeting, when former police officer 
Alvin Brooks was sworn in as a new Police Commissioner.  

DeGraffenreid had served as Commissioner Brooks’ training supervi-
sor when Brooks first joined the department in 1954. The two had re-
mained friends ever since. 

“He was an excellent detective and a good mentor,” Brooks said. 

 

Personnel photo of Re-
tired Detective Sergeant 
Lloyd DeGraffenreid 

DeGraffenreid with his former 
trainee, Board of Police Commission-
ers Vice President Alvin Brooks, at 
Brooks’ March 2010 swearing in. 

Whatever happened to? 
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