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New patrol unit targets specific offenders 

The Kansas City Missouri Police Department has 
received a $1.25 million federal grant to hire post-
9/11 military veterans. 

The grant pays for 75 percent of the salary and 
benefits of 10 
officers – with 
the depart-
ment 
matching 
at 25 per-
cent – for 
three years. 
The first 
three vets 
started their Re-
gional Police Acad-
emy training Jan. 22, and the remaining seven should 
be in the next class tentatively set to start May 20, said 
Capt. Thad Seever of the Employment Unit. 

Entrant Officer Erich Kenning is one of those veter-
ans funded by the grant who is beginning his KCPD 
training. After graduating from Shawnee Mission 
South High School in 2002, he spent a semester in 
college before deciding the military was a better fit for 
him. He joined the U.S. Marines and deployed to Iraq 

for most of 2004, providing security at the Al Asad 
Airbase in the northern Al Anbar Province. Four 
months after returning home, he deployed again on 
the USS Carl Vinson, patrolling gulfs worldwide and 

working on F-18 engines and fuel systems. 
He spent his last 
years in the mili-
tary in a non-

deployable 
unit in San 

Diego, 
contem-
plating his 

future. 
“I wanted to do something 
worthwhile, something that 

was meaningful and that was different every day,” he 
said. “And I can’t stand sitting inside.” 

A friend on the KCPD got Kenning interested in 
joining the department. Captain Seever said law en-
forcement is an attractive option for many military 
veterans. 

“We usually get quite a few military guys,” he said. 
The class that started in January has eight with mili-

Continued on p. 3 

Grant brings military vets to KCPD  

A new unit will target violent crime in the city’s 
worst-hit areas with an added boost to speed up prose-
cution. 

Chief Darryl Forté 
approved an East Patrol 
Division pilot program 
called the Area Com-
mand Unit (ACU). 

“The ACU will attack 
violent crime while si-
multaneously building 
and maintaining positive 
community relations,” 
Deputy Chief Jerry Gal-
lagher said in a January 
14 memo.  “The ACU 
will rely on real-time 
data from several 
sources and will partner 
with Kansas City No Violence Alliance (KC NoVA) 
and the Law Enforcement Resource Center (LERC).” 

Captain Todd Paulson of the East Patrol Division 
currently is commanding EPD WIII and the Area 

Command Unit. He will transfer just to ACU soon. 
“The unit will work closely with other units on the 

department, as well as city and county services such 
as city codes and Jackson 
County COMBAT,” Captain 
Paulson said. 
     The unit is made up of a 
sergeant, five officers and a 
detective. 
     “It’s nice because we 
have officers who have come 
from different areas and with 
a whole lot of different ex-
periences,” says ACU Offi-
cer Bryan Britten of the East 
Patrol Division. 

     Having a detective as-
signed directly to a patrol sup-
port unit is unique, as well. 

 “This allows the unit to file its own cases and apply 
for search warrants and to speed up the prosecution 
process to make a quicker impact on improving 

Continued on p. 3 
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Officer Bryan Britten checked a suspect for 
weapons during his Area Command Unit shift. 
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Covert storage unit headed to history books 
Since 1992, the Kansas City Missouri Police Department has 

leased a storage facility at 2521 Jefferson from Great Midwest 
Properties.  The building is not marked with any identifiable sign-
age other than ‘2521’ outside the door and the huge Coca Cola 
sign up on the roof.   

 “This was a covert location,” said Mike Flavin, Purchasing 
Agent in the Purchasing Section. “We stored the (Special Opera-
tions Division) specialty vehicles, cars, desks and other things 
there.”    

With the completion of the Metro and South Patrol Division 
Stations and the Special Operations Division outbuildings, there 
is no longer a need for the Jefferson location.  Until recently, the 
building was leased on a long-term basis, but it is currently on a 
month-to-month basis, with a definite end in sight. 

“We will be out of there effective February 28. This will result 
in a cost savings of $4,277 per month,” said Captain Todd 
Marckx, Commander of the Financial Services Unit.  “We’ve been using this space since Chief Bishop’s era (1990-95).” 

Primarily used to house the specialty vehicles such as the Bear and Bearcat, two Command Post vehicles and the Bomb and Arson 
Total Containment Vessel, it was also home to numerous other items. Vehicles that were not outfitted, or that had not been released to 
Fleet Operations, were kept there; as well as files belonging to the Records and Cold Case Units. Those files are now stored at the 
warehouse behind the Supply Section in the Century Towers Building.  

Basically, if there was no place else to store something, it could eventually have found its way to Jefferson Street.  
Not everything held there is worth moving to another location, though.   
“Some items are basically junk, which will be disposed of through the City or through a contractor,” Captain Marckx said. “Some is 

recyclable, which will be taken, recycled, and the funds repaid to us.” 
One man’s junk is another man’s treasure.  For instance, look- Continued on p. 4 

Officer Shawnie Nix of the Police Athletic League earned unique 
recognition from the Women’s Intersports Network for Kansas City 
(WIN for KC) for her devotion to underprivileged youth. 
     Officer Nix accepted the Hallmark Cards Leadership Award at 
the WIN for KC 19th Annual Sports Awards Celebration on Feb. 1. 
WIN for KC is a division of the Kansas City Sports Commission. 
     The Hallmark Leadership Award is “presented to a local female 
mentor who best exemplifies the characteristics of a mentor to fe-
male athletes of all ages,” according to WIN for KC. “Nominees 
should have made significant contributions to her sport community. 
…We particularly wish to recognize those women who are volun-
teers that work at the ‘grassroots’ level.” 
     That description fit Officer Nix perfectly. WIN for KC said Officer 
Nix transforms the lives of young people both on and off the clock at 

the Police Athletic League. She is a “well-respected boxing coach … who works with young girls to help them develop 
their skills and talents both in and out of the ring.” She trains these urban-core youth and encourages them to be active, 
whether they want to compete in boxing or try something else. She also supports them outside the ring by attending 
their school events, driving them home and even spending time with their families. 

“Shawnie has taken her role at PAL and turned it into her life’s work, and she does so without reservation,” WIN for KC 
stated. 

Three-time Olympic gold-medalist beach volleyball player Kerri Walsh-Jennings and Hallmark Vice President of Inno-
vation Patti Streeper presented Officer Nix with her award. 

News in Brief 
Officer receives recognition for her devotion to underprivileged youth 
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tary backgrounds out of a total 29 
recruits, but just three met the spe-
cific requirements of the grant. That 
stipulated the military veteran must 
have served on active duty for more 
than 180 consecutive days, any part 
of which occurred on or after Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and who has been 
discharged or released from active 
duty in the armed forces under hon-
orable conditions. 

Entrant Officer Kenning said a 
military background is serving him 
well in his transition to civilian law 
enforcement. The Marines instilled 
in him the ability to adapt to 
changes, discipline and physical 
conditioning. 

“I like structure, and this provides 
it,” he said. 

The U.S. Department of Justice 
announced in September 2012 it 

would award a total of $3.6 million 
for the hiring of 28 military veterans 
to police officer positions nation-
wide. KCPD received nearly a third 
of that grant. 

“This new opportunity for veter-
ans is a commitment to support 
those who are coming home from 
their tour of duty,” said Bernard 
Melekian, the Justice Department’s 
director of Community Oriented 
Policing Services, in a news release. 
“We sincerely hope this effort en-
courages our veterans to continue to 
protect and serve the United States 
through new law enforcement ca-
reers.” 

Even without grants, KCPD ac-
tively seeks out military veterans. 
Capt. Seever said recruiters attend 
three to four military career fairs 
annually. 

neighborhoods,” Paulson said. 
He said the officers will be active 

in self-initiated activity with a good 
knowledge of the people involved in 
violent crime. 

“They need to be self-motivated, 
hard-working and be able to interact 
with the community in a positive 
way,” Paulson said. 

Unlike regular patrol officers, 
ACU officers will not focus on calls 
for service, but will work specific 
targets within the entire division 
that are involved in violent crime. 

 The ACU shifts start between 2 
and 4 p.m., 7 days a week. 

“The units will be able to move 
and address violent crime issues in 
other divisions should the need 
arise,” said Paulson. 

ACU has several aims. 
 “Our main goal is to get as many 

guns off the streets as we can,” Offi-
cer Britten said. 

Captain Paulson said ACU also 
wants to reduce violent crime while 
partnering with the community to 
accomplish it. 

“By focusing on and prosecuting 
those directly involved in violent 
crime, we will be able to interrupt 

the criminal networks in the city,” 
he said. 

The Area Command Unit already 
is proving to be a success. Just in 
January, they recovered: 11 guns, 
three stolen vehicles, 19 grams of 
cocaine, 56 grams of meth, 534 
grams of marijuana, 12 ounces of 
PCP and $3,032 in cash. ACU will 
grow to encompass the other inner-
city patrol divisions. 

“The overall unit is already ex-
panding to the Central and Metro 
Patrol Divisions, hopefully by the 
end of February, and will consist of 
a captain, four sergeants,  18 offi-
cers and three detectives,” Paulson 
said. “Each unit will be housed at its 
respective division station to stay 
responsive to the needs of each sta-
tion and to be able to interact and 
pass on information to the officers 
in those divisions.” 

The ACU pilot program is ap-
proved for one year, and at the end 
of the year, it will be fully evaluated 
and recommendations will be made 
at that time to dissolve or expand 
the unit, according to D.C. Galla-
gher’s Jan. 14 memo. 
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Officially Speaking... 
 

Promotions 
To Supervisor 
Amy Janning-Bingham 
 

To Master Patrol Officer 
Kevin Eifert 
 

To Master Detective  
Ronald Hunter 
Kimberly Shirley-Williams 
Brent Taney 
 

To Sergeant 
Everett Babcock 
Jonathan Cranston 
Timothy Davis 
Eric Dillenkoffer 
Anthony Hernandez 
Catherine Kozal 
D.J. Merrill 
 

To Captain 
Shawn Nichols 
Louis Perez 
Lonnie Price 
James Trout 
 

To Major 
David Bosworth  
Michael Corwin 
Floyd Mitchell 
Shawn Wadle  
 

To Deputy Chief 
Randy Hopkins 

 
Retirements 
Officer Daniela Graham 
 
Obituary 
Retired Captain Larry Rickel  

VETERANS, CONT. FROM P. 1 



Kansas City Missouri Police Department 
1125 Locust 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

ing from a distance, 
you would think that 
a stack of panels ly-
ing in a corner would 
go to the recycle pile. 
Not so. It’s actually a 
Faraday room or 
cage, formed out of 
conducting material 
which blocks out 
external static electric 
fields. Faraday cages 
are named after the 
English scientist Mi-
chael Faraday, who 
invented them in 
1836.  

 “The Faraday 
room is composed of 
copper panels that are 
covered in mesh,” 
Captain Marckx said. 
“Once set up, it can 
be used as a commu-
nications building. 
We really don’t know 
where it came from.”   

Noting its historical value, the room will be offered to the Kan-
sas City Police Historical Society.   

An old, possibly working, reel-to-reel dispatch tape player unit 
that used large analog reels and a few medically-related items 

were uncovered as 
well. There is an old 
canvas Army 
stretcher with the 
“U.S. Army Medical 
Department” insignia 
on it and a couple of 
old hospital genera-
tors. It is not known 
when the stretcher 
and generators were 
acquired or why, but 
they will be given to 
the Historical Soci-
ety, too. 
     Numerous other 
items such as an old 
helicopter engine, 
out-dated light bar 
kits, generator-
powered spotlight 
units, wheel rims, 
bench seats, a 
camper shell, old 
light fixtures, snow 
plows, lawnmowers, 

and lots of boxes will all be gone soon enough.   
As quietly as it was in business for the past 20 years, the doors 

at 2521 Jefferson are shutting with little fanfare.  The Coca Cola 
sign’s Polar Bear will no longer be guarding his secrets beneath 
him.   

STORAGE, CONT. FROM P. 2 

In the confines of KCPD’s former covert storage location at 2521 Jefferson St. are 
trash and treasure. Clockwise from top left: a  reel-to-reel-dispatch console, a 
collapsible Faraday room, generator-powered lights and old vehicle light bars. 
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