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Big renovations coming to HQ 
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Service, bench honor officer killed in ‘24 

Big changes are afoot for 
the iconic Police Headquar-
ters building at 1125 Locust. 

A new community room 
and tower addition on the 
structure’s north side and a 
renovation of nearly every 
floor are just some of the 
updates coming to the build-
ing constructed in 1938. The 
most recent estimate of the 
project cost is $28 million, 
funded by the Public Safety 
Sales tax that voters re-
newed last year. 

Work on the outside of 
Headquarters, including 
cleaning of the building’s 
exterior and a new roof, is 
wrapping up. New windows 
will be installed in April. Elevator replacement is on-
going and should last for another year, according to 
Officer Rhonda Schulte of the Capital Improvements 
Unit. 

“The elevator machinery is from 1938 – it’s original 
to the building,” she said. 

When completed, two elevators instead of one will 

go to the eighth-floor jail. 
But the second will only 
go to the eighth floor 
when the primary jail ele-
vator malfunctions. The 
jail will not receive any 
updates with the exception 
of new employee bath-
rooms. 
     Next, construction will 
begin on a tower located 
between Headquarters and 
Municipal Court. On the 
first level will be a new 
glass-walled community 
room. This room will be 
used for public gatherings 
as well as Board of Police 
Commissioners meetings, 
Schulte said. Above the 

community room will be a tower going all the way to 
the top of the existing Headquarters building that will 
have new employee bathrooms and mechanical sys-
tems. Schulte said the only bathrooms that will remain 
on the interior of the building will be for the public, 
witnesses and suspects on floors with investigative 

An architect’s rendering shows the planned 
tower and community room at 1125 Locust. 

A bench on the Trail of 
Heroes – funded by an 
anonymous donor – was 
dedicated to an officer 
who was shot and killed 
in the line of duty 88 
years ago this past New 
Year’s Day. 

Sergeant Dennis 
Whalen was shot on New 
Year’s Eve 1923 and died 
in the hospital on New 
Year’s Day 1924 after 
attempting to arrest sus-
pects in the death of an-
other officer killed in 
1913. 

According to the Police Memorial web site, it all 
started with two suspects wanted for killing KCPD 
Patrolman Homer Riggle on Feb. 20, 1913. Patrolman 

Riggle was shot and 
killed by two robbery 
suspects who overpow-
ered him during an ar-
rest and killed him with 
his own weapon. Three 
months later on April 
30, 1913, Officer An-
drew Lynch was in a 
pharmacy at 9th street 
and Benton Boulevard 
when he recognized the 
suspects. The two men, 
John Tatman and Sam-
uel Sherman, fled. Offi-
cer Lynch chased them 
and a running gun battle 

broke out. Lynch was shot five times.  He died five 
days later of his wounds. He had been on the depart-

Continued on p. 2 
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Officer Dennis Coates read the dedication letter to 
Sgt. Dennis Whalen’s great-nieces MaryBeth 
Daigneaux and Margaret Ann Frick. 
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elements. 
With the exception of the Records and Building Operations units, 

all elements in Headquarters will end up on a different floor when 
construction is finished, Schulte said.  

Basement offices and the mail room will receive a minor facelift. 
The work-out area in the sub-basement will be moved more to the 
interior of the building and will include three new shower areas, 
Schulte said. The Communications Building at 1111 Locust will 
remain largely untouched, but a few elements will move into the 
space on the fifth floor, where the Fire Department’s dispatchers 
used to be located, including the Crimes Against Children Section 
and Patrol Video Unit. Work will happen on the landscaping around 
Headquarters, too. Schulte said a much-needed handicap-accessible 
entrance will be added to the main entrance of the building (facing 
Locust Street). The terracing in front of the building also will be 
removed, and the memorial statue will be placed at street level. 

“That way people will be able to see it, and they can actually read 
the names of the fallen officers,” Officer Schulte said. 

The construction contracts are out for bid now. Schulte said the 
project will take about three years from the start of construction. 

HQ, CONT. FROM P. 1 

ment just six years and was 38 years old. 
That same day in April 1913, Sergeant 
Dennis Whalen was responsible for captur-
ing the two men who killed Officer Andrew 
Lynch and Patrolman Homer Riggle. 

Eleven years later, Sgt. Whalen was shot 
at age 57 by a bandit at 1549 East 18th street 
and died New Year’s Day 1924. Some 
sources say the man who killed him was an 
additional suspect wanted in the murders of 
Patrolman Riggle and Officer Lynch. 

Sergeant Dennis Whalen joined the po-
lice department in 1889. Throughout his 34
-year career, he served as a beat patrolman, 
a special guard, and an executive officer. 

It is known, after Sgt. Whalen’s death, 
his wife Anna Whalen gathered all the gold 
and silver jewelry Dennis had given her 
over the years and had it melted into a chal-
ice in honor of him. Years later, that same 
chalice was found at St. Therese Little 
Flower Parish at 58th and Euclid with an 
engraving on the bottom saying, “In loving 
memory of Dennis Whalen, by his wife 
Anna Whalen.” 

A Catholic Mass and Memorial was held 
for Sgt. Dennis Whalen and to honor those 
who put their lives in danger for others on 
January 1, 2012 at St. Therese Little Flower 
Parish. Sgt. Whalen and Ann’s great- 

nieces, sisters MaryBeth Daigneaux and 
Margaret Ann Frick, said they were hon-
ored to receive the letter that Officer Den-
nis Coates read, stating that a bench from 
the Kansas City Missouri Police Depart-
ment’s Trail of Heroes was anonymously 
dedicated in his name. 

Mike Arndt, Operations Manager, said, 
“Sgt. Whalen’s bench will be the 11th bench 
honoring those who have died in the line of 
duty and the 21st bench overall.”  
     Those who are interested in purchasing a 
commemorative bench for the Trail of He-
roes can do so by contacting Kristine Reiter 
in the Accounting Section. 
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News in Brief 

The Joplin, Missouri, Police Department recognized 
Captain Mike Wood, far left, and Sergeant Tye Grant , 
far right, with a special medal developed specifically for 
those who assisted the city after their devastating May 
2011 tornado. Lieutenant Darin Gallup, second from 
right, presented the award at the Dec. 16 Board of Po-
lice Commissioners Meeting.  

Staff Inspection  
Commanders “coaches” 

The title might be intimidat-
ing, but the department’s two 
new staff inspection command-
ers aren’t out to check whether 
officers are polishing their shoes. 

“They’re street coaches and 
counselors,” Chief Darryl Forté 
called them. 

Forté assigned majors An-
thony Ell and Melvin Harvey to 
the new staff inspection posi-
tions when he was named chief 
in October 2011. Since that time, 
the majors have been out trying 

to assist officers on the ground 
and facilitate community rela-
tionships. 

“They are two well-
respected, high-ranking com-
manders who are basically the 
eyes and ears of the command 
staff,” Forté said. “They’re not 
to be the watch dogs of the po-
lice department. They’re the first 
phase of organized community 
policing. They can set the tone 
for others as leaders.” 

Continued on p. 3 

Joplin PD honors KCPD for tornado assistance 

Foundation gives $22,000 to police non-profits 

The J.B. Reynolds 
Foundation donated 
more than $22,000 to 
the KCPD CARE 
Team, Police Athletic 
League and Friends 
of Mounted Patrol. 
Web Bixby presented 
the check to Chief 
Darryl Forté on Dec. 
22, 2011. 
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Awards 
 
Special Unit Citation 
Sergeant Richard Sharp  
Detectives William Martin, Danny  
   Phillips, Marcus Regan, Roy 

Rogers, Bruce Solomon and Ray 
Staley 

 
Certificate of Commendation 
Officer Doug Harr 
Officer Kenny Miller 
 
Life-Saving Award 
Officer Sebastien Hanriot 
 

Meritorious Service Award 
Officer Jason Cooley 
Sergeant Cindy Cotterman 
 
Special Presentation from Joplin 

Police Department: Serving with 
Pride 

Sergeant Tye Grant 
Captain Mike Wood 
 
 
25-Year Rings 
Communications Spec. Patricia 

Bevans 
Officer Daniela Graham 
Administrative Asst. Carla Godfrey 

Major Robin Houston 
Reserve Sergeant Ruth Stewart 
 
 
Retirements 
Supervisor Tammy Jarowitz 
Detention Facility Officer Fredrick 

Jemison 
Administrative Asst. Marquita 

McIntosh 
 
 
Obituaries 
Retired Major Joseph McHale 
Retired Sergeant John Pinter 
 

Officially Speaking … 

Majors Ell and Harvey acknowledged not many department 
members understand what their position entails. 

“At the early onset, people thought I’d be doing a lot of in-
specting,” Major Ell told the Board of Police Commissioners. “I 
think they’ve gotten more comfortable seeing what I do.” 

Major Harvey concurred. 
“The unknown scares them,” 

he said. “I’m more of a support 
role. And I get out and talk to the 
community and see what their 
concerns are.” 

Major Harvey said he 
spends two to three hours every 
day checking in with community 
members. They often call him 
with concerns, too, often about 
their perception of how police 
handled a situation. 

“I get the officer’s side of 
the story, and see if we can come 
to an understanding about why 
the officer is doing what they’re 
supposed to be doing,” Harvey 
said. 

Chief Forté said members of 
the community are largely com-
fortable coming to Ell and Harvey with their concerns. 

“Between the two of them, they know everyone in the city,” 
Forté said. 

Harvey said he’s also there to assist officers however they 
might need it, especially if they need other elements to respond and 
don’t have time to send their request through the chain of com-
mand. 

“I can get them through the red tape,” Harvey said. 

Major Ell did just that when a barber was killed during a rob-
bery on Nov. 16, 2011. A witness saw someone flee from the scene 
into a nearby apartment building. Officers on scene needed help 
securing the building so they could track down the possible sus-
pect, so Major Ell got a tactical squad there quickly. Two suspects 
were apprehended and charged two days later. 

     Ell said his duties vary greatly. 
     “On certain days, I may roll up on 
an accident, and you may see me con-
ducting traffic on 19th and Broadway 
while officers work the accident,” Ell 
said. 
     Harvey said he also does pro-active 
work, like helping a grocery store 
owner at 39th and Kensington get rid of 
people who are dealing drugs behind 
his store. 
     But both Ell and Harvey said they 
respond to major incident calls, speak-
ing with officers on scene. Harvey said 
he sometimes uses this opportunity to 
coach officers and advise them. He 
said he’s not out to get anyone and 
hasn’t written up a single officer. 
     Chief Forté said staff inspection 
commanders were around when he first 

joined the department, and he doesn’t want the position to be the 
same as it was then. 

“The perception was they were out to capture you doing some-
thing wrong, but this isn’t like that,” he said. “We want them to 
develop relationships with the rank and file. They’re out there 
every day, making calls with them and talking to residents and 
businesses.” 

Staff Inspection Commander Major Melvin Harvey 
worked with Officer Charles Chambers to disburse 
suspected drug dealers from a park . 
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Pawn shop detective tracks stolen items 

Kansas City Missouri Police Department 
1125 Locust 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

Just one detective comprises the 
KCPD Pawn Shop Section, but in 
2011 he recovered nearly $170,000 
worth of stolen property. 

Detective Jeff Mehrer has been 
lurking around Kansas City’s 19 pawn 
shops (and several in neighboring 
jurisdictions) since 2006. He is the 
only officer in the metro area whose 
full-time job it is to keep tabs on pawn 
stores and prevent thieves from profit-
ing from the sale of stolen items 
through the stores. Detective Mehrer 
therefore gets a lot of requests from 
other agencies for his assistance. 

At KCPD, Detective Mehrer said 
he mostly works with property crimes 
detectives, but he helps with homi-
cide, robbery and sex crimes cases. 
He assisted with 201 cases in 2011 

“Whenever there’s a major case, he’s consulted,” said Sergeant Rob 
Rickett of the Fraud Unit. “He watches for the suspects to start pawn-
ing stuff. It’s a great source of leads.” 

Sergeant Rickett said city law requires a police officer to oversee 
pawn shops. Mehrer conducts routine and surprise inspections of the 
businesses. The shops also are required to get the identification of 
everyone who comes to pawn or sell an item to them and record the 
serial number of every item they receive into an online database. De-
tective Mehrer checks this database daily to see if any items match up 
with serial numbers of items that have been reported stolen. 

     “Not as much stolen stuff ends up 
in pawn shops as everybody thinks,” 
Det. Mehrer said. “The employees are 
good. They know what to look for.” 
     People who bring in computers 
must show they can log into them. 
People who bring musical instru-
ments can be asked to play them. 
Detective Mehrer said he helped one 
pawn shop that had a problem with 
taking in televisions that police later 
identified as stolen property. 
     “I asked them, ‘Where are the re-
mote controls?’” he said. “They said 
they didn’t come with them. I told 
them to stop taking TVs without re-
motes because the burglars leave the 
remotes behind.” 
Mehrer said most pawn shop owners 
do their best not to take in stolen 

items because if police seize them, the shops are out the money they 
loaned out or paid for the items. He has built a rapport with the shops’ 
staff and owners, and they often turn to him for advice. 

The most common stolen items Mehrer finds that have been 
pawned are video game consoles. He encourages everyone to protect 
their property by recording serial numbers 

For being a one-man show, Mehrer racked up some impressive 
stats last year. He recovered 359 stolen items worth a total of 
$169,550. 

“He’s very efficient at what he does,” Rickett said. 

Det. Jeff Mehrer checked the serial number on a sus-
pected stolen television with Jeff Cockrell, assistant 
manager of Cash America Pawn at 82nd and Wornall. 
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