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25-year veteran dies suddenly

The sergeant who
bridged the gap between
the police department and
the prisoner re-entry and
treatment communities
passed away unexpect-
edly last month.

Sergeant Cooley
comes from a family of
Kansas City Police offi-
cers. His father, John,
retired from KCPD, and
his two brothers, Officer
Jason Cooley and Detec-

Sergeant Gary L. tive John Cooley, cur-
Cooley suffered a heart rently serve on the
attack and died at his KCPD in the East Patrol

home Sept. 12. He was 43
years old and assigned to
the Kansas City No Vio-
lence Alliance (KC
NoVA). He was sched-
uled to receive his 25-

Division and Fugitive
Apprehension Unit, re-
spectively.

Jason Cooley said
this is one of the hardest
things his family ever

year service ring two Sergeant Gary Cooley’s children, Courtney, Caden  has had to deal with,
weeks after his death. He  and Hanna, displayed pictures of good times with  particularly for Gary’s
started as a police typist at their dad after accepting his 25-year ring. children.

the East Patrol Division “But we know Gary

when he was 18 years old and became an officer as
soon as he was old enough.

is in a better place, and praise God for that,” he said.
“We’re digging into our faith. And we’ve had amaz-
He leaves behind three children, whom family ing support from our police family.”

members said, “were his life””: 19-year-old Courtney, Jason said Gary was “the All-American dad,”
16-year-old Hanna and 11-year-old Caden. A fund has brushing and braiding his girls’ hair when they were
been established for them at the Kansas City Police young, cooking for his family, and coaching his chil-
Credit Union, and they were presented with his 25-
year ring.

New unit assists violent crime victims
Often before a detective is even assigned to an aggra- N =

vated assault case, a victim assistance specialist in the new g I
Victim Assistance Unit already has reached out to the vic- g 6
tim.

Continued on p. 4

The new unit is part of the Community Support Divi- i X
sion and went live on Sept. 9. It is staffed by three sworn
officers and a civilian who was a former officer and crime F] 7
scene technician. But they don’t wear uniforms. b '

“We don’t say anything about being police officers or A 3 =4
detectives (when talking to victims),” Specialist Detective g ¥
Jerry Grubb said. “We just tell them we’re victim assistance | 3
specialists.” .

Community Support Division Manager Doug Weishar /éﬁ 3

The members of the new Victim Assistance

said every day, the specialists are assigned whatever aggra-
vated assault cases took place the night before. Oftentimes, \jit are. from left: Detective Jerry Grubb
Officer Kevin White, Officer Michael Schnei-

their cases haven’t even been assigned to a detective yet.
The victim assistance specialists’ job is to contact the vic-  der and Rob Blehm. The Unit is part of the
Community Support Division.

N

tims and offer them three things:
1. Information on victim assistance, such as what
their rights are by state statute and information on

Continued on p. 2



KCPD acqulres flrst single-purpose bomb dog

Partnering with Detective Terry Carter of the Bomb and Arson Unit is
the newest member of the squad named Paco, an Explosive Detection Ca-
nine.

“Paco is our first single-purpose bomb dog,” Detective Carter said.

The Bomb and Arson Unit already has a dog trained to sniff out arson
accelerants, but it didn’t have one for bombs.

“We normally have to use outside agency dogs from the ATF or the
Olathe Fire Department for Arrowhead events, marathons and the Power
and Light District,” Carter said.

Originally from Holland, Paco was acquired from the Von Liche Ken-
nels in Denver, Indiana, on September 16. When not at the “office,” the 16
-month-old German Shepherd lives with Carter and his family.

According to Carter, Paco is different from the other KCPD canines.

“He is only being trained to sniff out bombs, not to be a patrol dog,” he
said.

This will allow him to be in large crowds without being a threat to the
general public since he will not be trained to bite. This was evident at the
recent Bombsuit 5K race, where Paco demonstrated his preference to use
his tongue rather than his teeth when meeting someone new. Carter de-
scribes him as having a high-speed motor.

In order to join the KCPD, Paco had to be more than just adorable and personable, however. Five members of the department
were assigned to visit the kennels to determine which canine would be the best pick. Officer Dave Ferber, Officer Dave Edwards and
Sergeant Bill Brown of the Canine Unit, along with Bomb and Arson Sergeant Dan Mairet and Carter traveled to Indiana for this task.

Once the KCPD entourage arrived, Von Liche provided five dogs, one of which was Paco. After a day of training, Sgt. Brown
requested three more canines to test. After two additional days of testing, Brown, Edwards and Ferber cut the selection down to two
dogs from which the best would be chosen. The group all agreed on Paco as the final selection.

Once Paco is fully trained, he will be used for future events.

“With the Kansas City Chiefs doing well this year, if there is a playoff game here, Paco will be ready to serve,” Carter said.

He’s not quite there, yet. He is midway through his four-week training period. While at the Von Liche Kennels, Paco was
trained extensively in a controlled environment to detect various odors connected with explosive devices. Through the cooperation of
various businesses around the Kansas City area, he is able to practice in large buildings, various venues and in crowds.

Upon completion of his training, Paco will go to Kansas where an impartial, unbiased panel will test and certify his abilities.

Only upon certification, will he be considered fully qualified for duty.

A
Paco is partnering with Detective Terry Carter in the

Bomb and Arson Unit. He is trained to detect
explosives and is friendly with people.

VAU, CONT. FROM P. 1

Victim Assistance Specialist Officer Kevin White said he has
gone to hospitals to reach out to injured victims and their families.
He follows up with them to see how they’re recovering. Several
of the people he’s contacted have been surprised to hear from
him.

“People on the phone are just shocked to hear the police de-
partment call them to see how they’re doing,” Officer White said.
“They didn’t expect those phone calls.”

Victims already have taken advantage of services like trauma
and spiritual counseling, bilingual assistance and housing help.

“We don’t just give them a phone number to call,” Weishar

victim compensation.

2. Answers to any questions they have about the criminal
justice system and where their case is in it.

3. Assistance with any needs regarding injuries or losses
they sustained. The Victim Assistance Unit has partnered
with about 30 organizations throughout the City that of-
fer everything from trauma counseling to shelter.

Weishar said an ultimate goal of the unit is to have an en-

hanced response to every violent crime victim in Kansas City,
which would be about 10,000 to 11,000 people per year. Victim
Advocate Jennifer Miller continues her work with the families of

homicide victims, and the Victim Assistance Unit is starting their
work with aggravated assault victims. They will expand to other
violent crime victims soon.

Weishar said the victim assistance specialists are not charged
with convincing victims to prosecute their cases.

“Empathy and compassion are a good deal of what we do,” he
said. “Having said that, we realize some of them are suspects
themselves. We hope that by showing that kind of attention to
them, we can subtly persuade them to cooperate where they may
not have before.”

said. “We actually contact those community resources ourselves
and find one that agrees to assist them. Then we hand (the vic-
tims) off to them.”

With the help of the department’s Information Technology
staff, the victim assistance specialists can see what detectives
have done on the cases, and detectives can see what contact the
specialists have had with victims. But the specialists are careful
not to get into the investigative arena. Weishar said this is a dif-
ferent layer, and the specialists want to develop trust with the vic-
tims.
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D EIAT e il KC hosts Tac conference

Sergeant DeEtta Jacobs

Sergeant Gary Cooley

Retired Deputy Chief Rufus Evans
Retired Sergeant Richard Hall
Retired Sergeant Thomas Walter

Officer Christopher Bumpus
Detective Gary Cowden
Communications Specialist Kurt Eastin
Sergeant Michael Foster
Fleet Operations Technician
Robert Frankenfield
Sergeant Todd Hall
Sergeant Robert Schweitzer
Detective Ed Velasquez
Major Shawn Wadle
Sergeant Gary Cooley (Posthumously)

Meritorious Service Award
Officer Joseph Caponetto
Retired Civilian Janet Gentzell

Certificate of Commendation
Master Patrol Officer Leslie Cornell
Officer Kristun Crawford

Officer William Dillingham

Officer Mary Hernandez
Sergeant David Loar

Officer Cole Massey

Officer Kyle Oldham

Officer Justin Palmer

Sergeant Tim Riepe

Officer Thomas Stonfer

Distinguished Service Medal
Officer Jonathan Munyan
Officer Kevin White

A lot of black
bullet-resistance vests,
sniper rifles and bat-
tering rams descended
on Kansas City in late
September.

The Kansas City
Missouri Police De- -
partment was proud to " S\}B\\‘
join with other agen- N
cies of the Kansas City
Metro Tactical Offi-
cers Association
(KCMTOA) to host
the National Tactical
Officers Association’s
30™ Anniversary Con-
ference. This was the —

first time the interna- | SORT
tional conference has | .w ‘
:
‘ ¥

taken place in Kansas

City.

More than 750 I/
tactical officers repre-
senting 293 agencies
from the U.S., Greece, ' |
Canada and Luxem- - . - . :
bourg came to the Offlcelzs a_ltte’ndlng the Natlon_al Tactlca_ll Officers

Association’s conference trained for linear hos-
event. KCPD Sergeant 4496 rescue on an airplane.
Bryan Truman, a
board member of the KCMTOA, was largely responsible for bringing the
National Tactical Office’s Association conference to Kansas City.

The conference took place September 22 -27 and consisted of many
different events: a 5K race and barbecue at Barney Allis Plaza, a night at
the Liberty Memorial, a top-notch trade show, a banquet dinner and a vari-
ety of seminars and training on several topics, to include: weapons of mass
destruction training, active-shooter training, tactical commander training
and a host of tactical operator training events, such as pistol, rifle and sniper
courses.

Sgt. Truman said the core training tracks are usually the same from
conference to conference, but there are typically a few new classes added
each year, usually by the host city. This year they added a linear hostage
rescue course, which included assaults on trains, buses and airplanes. This
was taught by KCPD’s Sgt. Scott Selock and Sgt. Joel Lovelady in con-
junction with members of the FBI and Union Pacific Railroad. Amtrak even
had a rail car delivered to Kansas City so the officers could train on a real
rail car.

Captain Rick Smith doesn’t want to brag, but he said members of the
National Tactical Officers Association told him, “They have never had a
better host agency, nor has the conference gone off with only very minor
problems.”

Attendees were picked up from the airport by tactical officers from
KCMTOA and given a ride to their hotel.

“This kind of service, for example is what really set this conference

A

3y
-
N .
-—
A

Continued on p. 4
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dren’s sports teams. Even when they outgrew
the teams, Gary kept coaching because he
enjoyed the opportunity to mentor other chil-
dren. Family was everything for Gary, his
brothers said, and he was usually the one who
brought the extended group
together for fun gatherings.

At work, Gary had taken on
anew role. In late 2011, Chief
Darryl Forté selected Sergeant
Cooley to serve as a liaison
with Missouri Probation and
Parole. When interviewed about
the program he was creating in
the July 2012 Informant news-
letter, Sergeant Cooley said,
“There was a big gap between
the police department and Proba-
tion and Parole. ... They’re eager for a posi-
tive, working relationship with police.”

Missouri Probation and Parole District
Director Shari Morlang said Gary helped
build that.

“He was a critical player in developing
what has turned out to be an incredible rela-
tionship between KCPD and Missouri Proba-
tion and Parole, in addition to the treatment
community,” she said at the KC Substance
Abuse and Treatment Coalition Unsung He-
roes luncheon. “...This has been a significant
loss to everyone in our field. Gary’s efforts

Sgt. Gary Cooley

SERGEANT DIES, CONT. FROM P. 1

will not be lost. Gary set a great example and
there are others in the PD working at picking
up where he left off. Gary was a visionary,
and we will be forever grateful for the foun-
dation he set.”

Jason said Gary told him how
different the assignment was
from what he’d known about
traditional policing. It gave him
insight into why people made the
poor choices they did.

Morlang said he quickly got
on board with the re-entry and
treatment mission.

“Gary shared with me and
others that when he was assigned
as the Re-entry and P&P liaison,
he didn’t even know what ‘re-
entry’ meant,” she said. “He said he thought
his job ended at the arrest. Within just a few
short months he began to see the need for
supportive services and assistance upon re-
lease and wanted to be part of that.”

When he wasn’t at work, Gary enjoyed
spending time with his kids and fiancé, Janna
DeShay. Jason said Gary loved going for
rides on his Harley-Davidson motorcycle. He
also liked playing sand volleyball and soccer
and was a member of Crowne Pointe Assem-
bly of God Church.

NTOA,
CONT. FROM P. 3

apart from others,” Capt. Smith said.

KCPD Deputy Chief Robert
Kuehl also praised how well the
event went because of KCMTOA.

“The success of this conference
is due entirely to the spirit of coop-
eration that exists within the asso-
ciation, and many of those agencies
contributed manpower and re-
sources to make this conference
happen,”

Deputy Chief Kuehl said.

The Kansas City Metro Tactical
Officers Association was estab-
lished in 1989 by now-retired Cap-
tain Steve Smith of the Lenexa Po-
lice Department. At that time, seven
different agencies representing 60
officers became the cornerstone of
an organization that has grown to
more than 1,000 members from
more than 75 law enforcement agen-
cies in Kansas, Missouri, Iowa, Ne-
braska and Minnesota. All support
staff and instructors are law enforce-
ment professionals who donate their
time and talents for the betterment
of the communities they serve.

Kansas City Missouri Police Department

1125 Locust
Kansas City, MO 64106
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