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Environmental Management Commission 




Meeting Minutes March 14, 2018

Meeting Location:  Health Department, 2400 Troost Ave, KCMO
Commissioners present:  Carol Adams, Jensen Adams, Bob Berkebile, Caroline (Molly) Davies, Scott Klamm, Julie Koppen, Marty Kraft, Robin Martinez, Ben Proffer, Jack Schrimsher
Commissioners Excused: Gloria Fisher, Jim Hansen, Kimberly Hill, Emily Truebner

Commissioners Absent:
Seft Hunter, DJ Pierre, Nacente Seabury
Staff: Dennis Murphey, Andy Savastino and Jerry Shechter – OEQ; Katie Chandler - Law
Guests: Eslun Tucker – Citizens Climate Lobby, Mary Ellen Vincent and Claus Wawrzinek – Sierra Club
A. The meeting was called to order at 4:05 pm; A quorum was present. Co-chair Carol Adams welcomed commissioners, staff, and guests who introduced themselves.
B. Minutes – Bob Berkebile made a motion, seconded by Molly Davies, to approve the minutes of the meeting of February 2018 as presented. The motion was approved.
C. Proposed Changes to EMC Ordinance – Commissioners and Katie Chandler
1. Revisions would have to be adopted by vote of the City Council; Revised ordinance could be sponsored by the Mayor or introduced by the City Manager. EMC would support the action.
2. Review and discussion of written comments by the Chair

a. It is important to have a liaison to the City’s planning process and to do a better job of being informed.

b. Dennis Murphey noted that KC Stat helps the City make better data driven decisions. Monthly presentations are made to the Mayor and City Manager and this is a great way to find out what is going on. Meetings are held in the 10th floor Meeting Room and are broadcast on Channel 2. Dennis was asked to provide updates about KC Stat information from time to time and to provide information about the schedule of meetings. Staff was asked if there is a way to post documents somewhere. It was suggested that Kate Bender be invited to overview KC Stat for Commissioners.
c. Carol Adams asked that OEQ reporting be synchronized with EMC agenda so Commissioners know when to expect reports.

3. EMC Annual Report is useful and gives Council actionable information; could be linked to the 5-Year Business Plan process; Set the date of the annual plan so that it can be published as input to City Council at policy making stage to detail progress, highlights, what’s missing, etc. Important to maintain continuity over time. Bob Berkebile noted there are two keys – (a) shift in timing of the report, and (b) that the report be forward looking rather than just report what has been done. It is important the EMC, as an advisor to the Council, be as informed as those being advised.

4. Ben Proffer suggested that, in Sec. 2-953, a new section (4) be added regarding community relationships. There was a question whether this is actually accomplished by Sec. 2-953(d) – meeting at different times and places. There was significant general discussion including comments about content, presentations, and dynamics of the meetings. There was a question of using a system of standing sub-committees and a comment that this is available with the liaison method. There was a suggestion that Sec. 2-953(d) be changed to require meetings at least quarterly rather than ten times per year.
5. It was suggested that language of Sec. 2-953(a)(2) be expanded by adding “and other organizations” immediately after “policy bodies”.

6. There was lively discussion regarding the role of the EMC with individual citizens and/or neighborhoods. Katie Chandler cautioned Commissioners that they don’t want to be a “filter” between citizens and elected officials regarding environmental issues.

7. Bob Berkebile suggested we need to proceed with changes to (a)(1) and (a)(2) as noted in the distributed draft of the ordinance; The EMC should then follow through by scheduling meetings at different locations. With regard to the Rules, he suggested that frequency be left at 10 times per year.
8. Molly Davies suggested the retreat be scheduled at the time of year most conducive to impact on City processes.

Jack Schrimsher made a motion, seconded by Bob Berkebile, to accept the document changes to (a)(1) and (a)(2) as noted in the distributed draft of the ordinance. The motion passed.
D. Rules of Procedure (by-laws) – Robin Martinez and Molly Davies will meet to review the idea of sub-committees and report to the EMC at its April meeting. Katie Chandler will review and advise about the need to publicly post this meeting.
E. Clean Energy Resolution #170586 – Dennis Murphey
1. Four Commissioners received a copy of the full draft report for review – Carol Adams, Jensen Adams, Jim Hansen and Ben Proffer each of whom attended one or more of the discussion sessions. The first two pages – an executive summary – was distributed to the other Commissioners. Staff assessments are that all 10 of the initiatives are feasible with caveats; some of the caveats are significant such as money or time frame.
2. Dennis Murphey noted the two most difficult initiatives are D – energy efficiency, renewable energy and electric vehicles in under-served communities, and E – clean energy financing with an emphasis on affordable multifamily housing. Large stakeholder groups met which included representatives of local, state and national organizations.

3. There were three listening sessions (1 for multifamily issues, and 2 for neighborhoods) scheduled on February 20, 2018 addressing these two difficult initiatives; that was the day the ice storm hit the area which reduced participation.

4. Many of the initiatives appear to be feasible as detailed although not without caveats.
5. The report is due to City Council by the end of March.
F. Retreat Priorities – Education – Jensen Adams – There is a Let’s Move Outside” campaign with 11 schools along the Blue River Valley watershed to explore working together
G. Liaison Updates

1. Air Quality – No report

2. LEED – No report

3. Climate Protection Steering Committee – Bob Berkebile – Our job is to celebrate accomplishments

4. Vacant Lots – Robin Martinez – Heartland Conservation Alliance, with the City, have a test case for watershed easements to develop model documents, processes, etc.
5. Health Commission – No report

6. Housing Policy Task Force – Dennis Murphey – Dennis has contacted John Wood regarding EMC participation; public meetings are being planned. The first public meeting is hosted by Northland neighborhoods, Inc (NNI) at their office on March 26th from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.
H. OEQ Report – Dennis Murphey

1. A new fire chief has been appointed

2. A former deputy fire chief has been hired as an assistant city manager

3. Jade Liska, Aviation, is the new deputy director and project manager for the new KCI. It was suggested he be invited to an EMC meeting. Bob Berkebile met with Pat Klein, Director, Aviation, and Jade Liska about use of renewable energy and net zero energy approach not LEED-Gold. They agreed to meet, in the future, with the farmers renting KCI land about future resilience issues.  

I. Old Business – None
J. New Business
a. We need to plan for retreats, find alternative meeting places and times. Staff was asked to send out a doodle poll survey.
b. Carol Adams will talk to the City Manager about the proposed ordinance revisions.
c. Next month – Jake Wagner will make a presentation about the UNESCO Music City designation

d. KCMO participation in the Show Me Sales tax Holiday (week of April 19th – Earth Day) has been approved by Council.

K. Remarks –
1. Marty Kraft will host a biochar demonstration on March 29th
2. Visitors stated the report by Dennis Murphey was interesting

3. Recycling markets have been hard hit and there is a concern about whether we can continue to recycle

4. Somebody should begin to address single use plastics

5. Solar permitting process seems to have gotten better

6. Information sharing is good at the public library

7. Eslun Tucker commended Dennis Murphey for his comments to EPA regarding the Clean Power Plan

8. A small city near Bentonville, Arkansas has eliminated fossil fuels for heating

9. April 10th – Housing Task Force meeting at the South Kansas City Alliance

10. The Green for All meeting at MARC was good.

	The next EMC meeting is: 

	April 11, 2018
4:00 pm to 6:00 pm

Health Department – 2400 Troost Ave – Suite 4600



The meeting was adjourned at 6:05 pm
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