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Environmental Management Commission 




Meeting Minutes April 11, 2018

Meeting Location:  Health Department, 2400 Troost Ave, KCMO
Commissioners present:  Carol Adams, Jensen Adams, Bob Berkebile, Gloria Fisher, Jim Hansen, Scott Klamm, Julie Koppen, Ben Proffer, DJ Pierre, Jack Schrimsher, Nacente Seabury
Commissioners Absent:
Caroline (Molly) Davies, Kimberly Hill, Seft Hunter, Marty Kraft, Robin Martinez, Emily Truebner
Staff: Dennis Murphey and Jerry Shechter – OEQ; Katie Chandler – Law; Megan Crigger – City Manager’s Office of Culture and Creative Services
Guests: Dave Mitchell – Citizens Climate Lobby; Mary Ellen Vincent – Sierra Club; Dana Perry, Rita Norton, Carole Mehl; Alan Perry; Anthony Arnold; Jacob Wagner – UMKC;
A. The meeting was called to order at 4:05 pm; A quorum was present. Co-chair Carol Adams welcomed commissioners, staff, and guests who introduced themselves.
B. Minutes – Bob Berkebile made a motion, seconded by DJ Pierre, to approve the minutes of the meeting of March 2018 as presented. The motion was approved.
C. UNESCO Music City Designation – Jacob Wagner, Professor, UMKC
Several handouts were provided, one of which is a letter sent to Mayor James confirming the designation of Kansas City, MO as a member of the UNESCO Creative Cities Network in the field of music. There are 180 members around the world with Kansas City being the only Music City designee in the U.S. Dr. Wagner used a slide show to detail the elements of the designation and its ties to sustainability. The letter indicates that Kansas City is expected to place the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the New Urban Agenda at the heart of its future development strategies. Of the 17 goals, a primary focus is on Goal #11: Make cities inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable. The UN 2030 Agenda was adopted in 2015 and is a triple bottom line (social equity, economic vitality and environmental viability) philosophy plus a fourth element which is cultural. Music is considered life changing and people connecting. A delegation of core participants will go to Poland later in the Spring to receive the official designation on behalf of KC. Dr. Wagner agreed to make the slide deck available.
The network of members is a global framework for a more sustainable city and the designation is citywide and addresses all forms of music. The first report is due 2021.  There was general discussion during which Jensen Adams noted that kindergartners of today are the graduating class of 2030. 
It was requested the EMC endorse the designation as a community – university – city collaborative. A presentation will be made to the City Council at a Business Session.
D. Rules of Procedure (By-laws) Revisions – Katie Chandler
The draft of proposed changes was reviewed. DJ Pierre made a motion, seconded by Bob Berkebile, to adopt the revisions to the Rules of Procedure as presented. The motion passed. 
E. 2018 Retreat (Advance) – Carol Adams
The results of a Doodle poll are that most Commissioners prefer to meet on Saturday, May 12, 2018 for the retreat. The overall preference was to meet from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm at a location to be determined. Dennis will ask the City Manager if funds can be made available for lunch. The regularly scheduled meeting date, of May 9th, is cancelled in favor of this date. Preliminary ideas for discussion include: (1) outline for an annual report to City Council, (2) priority areas for EMC attention next year, (3) locations for EMC meeting to better address diversity, and (4) leadership on the initiatives of Resolution #170586. There was no preference expressed for a location for the retreat (advance).
F. Update of EMC Ordinance – Katie Chandler – Copies of the ordinance with revisions, as recommended by the EMC, were provided in the meeting package of documents. Katie noted the ordinance must, as the next step, be submitted to and approved by the City Manager.
G. OEQ Report – Dennis Murphey

1. The staff report on Resolution #170586 was completed and submitted to City Council at the end of March. The report has been electronically distributed and is available to the public. A presentation will be made to City Council at the Business Session on May 3, 2018 – 10th floor of City Hall or view on Ch. 2. KCP&L will be invited to participate.

2. Tree Champions group has met for the first time with about 40 people attending. Discussion was focused on development of a master tree plan.
3. A focus group meeting was held April 4th to discuss ideas about “Pathways to Adoption of EVs” (electric vehicles) in the marketplace. About 14 people participated including: City, Clean Cities Coalition, KCP&L, Nissan and General Motors, Lilypad EV, and others. The results of the focus group are being drafted and will be part of the next discussion. The next discussion includes about 9 cities pursuant to an innovations grant from the Urban Sustainability Directors Network (USDN). There will be a meeting of all participants in Columbia, MO on April 17-18, 2018. It was noted that, according to KCP&L, Kansas City is the fastest growing EV market per capita.
4. The Energy Infrastructure Forum was held at the Marriott on April 10th. The initial presentation was by Daniel Hall, Director of the Public Service Commission who indicated a deep interest in energy efficiency and renewable energy on a large scale.  He stated the science of climate change is real and conclusive and we need to address the issues. He also indicated that Ameren wants to increase wind power capability by 700 MW, KCP&L by 400 MW, and Empire by 800 MW. KCP&L is also planning to add 13 MW of solar capability. In addition, old coal-fired power plants are being retired (including 900 MW by KCP&L by the end of 2019).

5. The emissions factor that represents how clean the fuel mix is has gotten better by 21% from 2013 to 2017. Across the USA, electricity use has declined 7% in the past couple of years.
6. Conversion of approximately 7,000 street lights to LEDs in KC will be discussed at the Business Session on April 19th.

H. Liaison Updates

1. Air Quality – Carol Adams – The AQ Forum met yesterday. Missouri has developed its VW Settlement Plan and it was discussed. Also, normal Flint Hills burning has not yet been done this year due to the weather so the season impact may be intensified.
2. LEED – No report

3. Education – Jensen Adams – Green Schools conference will be held May 2nd-May 5th.

4. Climate Protection Steering Committee – No report, but a meeting will be scheduled soon to discuss the clean energy report.
5. Vacant Lots – No report
6. Health Commission – No report

7. Housing Policy Task Force – DJ Pierre – There have been 2 community meetings so far and more are planned. Public comments included problems with rising water bills; there were questions about affordability in housing as an issue in terms of the energy burden with increased usage due to hot summers and cold winters rather than just rates. Stressful.
I. 350-KC – John Kurmann – Suggested resolution language
Climate change is still an emergency – slide show on a Fossil Fuel Free Campaign to build from the local level. Need to develop concrete measures and to be more vocal. General demands include: (1) Accelerate the shift to a just change/transition to 100% renewable energy fuel source, (2) Stop/ban new projects, (3) Divest, de-sponsor, defund.
Draft fossil fuel resolution was provided – The resolution is a statement that climate change is real and needs to be addressed immediately. Councilwoman Shields indicated she is in attendance to listen and noted she is committed to working with 350-KC. 350-KC needs people on the front lines to show support. There was general discussion. There were concerns about certain aspects of the suggested language. John reiterated this is a draft and that language changes would be appropriate to better generate support locally. Several volunteered to be on a sub-committee to work on language.
J. Old Business – Conflict of Interest Forms due in the Clerk’s office by the end of April.
K. New Business - None
L. Remarks – None
	The next EMC meeting is: 

	Retreat/Planning Session - May 12, 2018
9:00 am to 2:00 pm

Location to be determined



The meeting was adjourned at 6:05 pm
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