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Environmental Management Commission 




Meeting Minutes June 13, 2018

Meeting Location:  Health Department, 2400 Troost Ave, KCMO
Commissioners present:  Carol Adams, Jensen Adams, Caroline (Molly) Davies, Scott Klamm, Julie Koppen, Marty Kraft, Robin Martinez, Ben Proffer, Jack Schrimsher
Commissioners Absent:
Bob Berkebile, Gloria Fisher, Jim Hansen, Kimberly Hill, Seft Hunter, DJ Pierre, Emily Truebner, Nacente Seabury
Staff: Dennis Murphey and Jerry Shechter – OEQ; Katie Chandler – Law; 
Guests: Rita Norton, John Kurmann
A. The meeting was called to order at 4:05 pm; A quorum was present. Co-chair Carol Adams welcomed commissioners, staff, and guests who introduced themselves.
B. Visitor’s Remarks

1. Rita Norton – Expressed curiosity about what occurred at the May planning session meeting

C. Minutes – Ben Proffer made a motion, seconded by Julie Koppen, to approve the minutes of the meetings of April and May 2018 as presented. The motion was approved.
D. Environmental Achievement Awards 

1. We have received 11 nominations; All nominations have been uploaded to the Google Drive and are located here…

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1IbpoS0K1Q3JIL5gEfsdCHgFnIQHJCoAe?usp=sharing
2. We have all new photographs this year and we’re in process of ordering new frames, as the old frames have been discontinued.  

3. Julie Koppen, Molly Davies, Ben Proffer and Scott Klamm have volunteered to evaluate the nominations. They will set a meeting date and time and will contact Andy Savastino for any assistance.
4. Staff was asked to determine if any of the following four locations would be available including: MARC Board Room (limited to closing time of 5:00 pm), Health Department – Biery Auditorium, SE Community Center, KC Zoo.
5. Dennis will contact the Mayor and City Manager to see if they will be available and will attend.

E. Liaison Updates

1. Air Quality Forum – Carol Adams
a. We are already experiencing a bad ozone season … it is early and we have recorded five (5) days high.

b. Some of the VW Settlement funds can be used for electric vehicle supply equipment along highways; I-70 between St. Louis and Columbia is a focus.
c. Schools will have potential funding for school buses but allocation is to be by lottery.
d. CMAQ funds will be provided for three electric buses at KCI and $140,000 for fleet support
e. The meeting scheduled for July 10th, will be at MARC at 10 a.m. and will be focused on education – “AQ-101”

2. LEED -  No report
3. Climate Protection Steering Committee -  No report

4. Vacant Lots – Robin Martinez – Green Drinks will host a panel discussion on July 26th with the location to be announced

5. Education – Jensen Adams – Green Ribbon awards program has recognized several Missouri schools – all in the St. Louis area focused on environmental health and school physical plants with education. Several schools in the KC area received honorable mention.

6. Housing Policy Task Force – Dennis Murphey reported – Five of six planned public input meetings have been held with the 6th, and last, public listening session planned for Monday, June 18th at the 2nd Presbyterian Church at 55th & Oak. The final recommendations of the Task Force are expected to be submitted in August.
F. OEQ Report – Dennis Murphey

1. The City’s greenhouse gas (GHG) inventory is in process. In the change from MGE to Spire, the internal system has changed such that we cannot obtain data in the same way (by zip code for the area within KCMO boundaries). We are working to get the numbers in a different way. We are seeing better electricity use numbers based on a better fuel mic relative to 2013 data.
2. The USA bid, with Canada and Mexico, for the 2026 FIFA soccer games was approved by FIFA. KC is in a group of 20 cities that will eventually be reduced to 16. Sustainability is a significant part of the application package.

3. The next department director’s meeting will be June 22nd.  There will be a focus on input into the 5-Year Business Plan. Dennis will be advocating for targeting 100% renewable energy. The Ameren tariff application to the PSC for the ability to provide/offer 100% renewable energy sources to large customers should receive a response soon. The KPC&L – Westar merger has been approved both by Kansas and Missouri; the name will be changed to EVERGY.
4. The group working on an administrative regulation for trees is making progress and is working in concert with the Tree Champions. The group will also work on a tree preservation ordinance.
5. Dennis attended a meeting with the City Manager and the Giving Grove that has resulted in a program allocation of about $50,000 to plant fruit and nut trees on public property. The Land Bank is being engaged.
6. We have received advance word that Bloomberg is publishing a competitive grant application - called the American Cities Climate Challenge – to the 100 largest cities with a proviso that applicants have committed to the “We’re Still In It” process. The program will be somewhat similar to the City Energy Project (CEP) with an onsite staff advisor for two years plus technical assistance. Each city could expect support in a value of approximately $2 million. Initial applications are due July 18th; there will then be site visits and then help to move forward. The primary lead is NRDC.
G. Follow up re EMC planning session – Carol Adams
1. The initial grouping of ideas was distributed

2. Each Commissioner was asked to consider ideas about which they feel strongly and are willing to research for action recommendations

3. EMC needs to develop each idea and decide which should go forward – and in what priority. Consider alternate approaches. Maybe the EMC could do a deep dive on 2-3 issues annually as has been done with issues in the past – climate protection planning, vacant lots, etc. Carol reminded the Commissioners the EMC does not need to come up with the answers to each issue in order to make considered recommendations to the Mayor. 
Near term opportunities – General discussion
OEQ reports plus a range of others were discussed: code updates (IECC 2018); tree preservation ordinance; LEED changes; KCI – Bob Berkebile is already involved; Molly Davies class is doing a white paper that could be useful; Better data collection methods – trees by property rather than by canopy; solid waste mechanism to weigh, eg, leaves; TRUE system via USGBC; US Chamber of Commerce program (“Beyond 34”) to address increasing recycling (ref: Orlando); EMC representative to Solid Waste Management District (SWMD) – appointment by Mayor; Since Jensen already attends, he would agree to be recommended for appointment;
Resource management – General discussion
Better use of organic waste; Will KCMO opt to do more rather than to do something different? More involvement of and with BTG/Green Business Network; Issues with single use everything;
Economic vitality – General discussion
EMC could encourage the private sector to adopt and offer a living wage without public subsidy. Possible partnership with BTG to assess achievement and impacts. For the July meeting, Carol Adams will write something re: environment and wages and, subsequently, set up a meeting with BTG. The focus would be identifying resources and paths to follow.
Community engagement – General discussion

Work more closely with UMKC and other educational institutions in completing applications, etc; Engage area universities to develop gaming for the environment. Julie Koppen asked how the EMC can encourage the city to do more? How can the city better get the word out? How can we work to get public venues to be more environmentally involved? This would include, but not be limited to, the KC Green Fair, Ethnic Food Festival, and others. There should be goals for specific events for recycling, etc. The question was asked how this could be measured, what could be attributed to whom, etc.
Working landscapes – Discussion deferred to next meeting
H. Old Business – 350.org resolution draft re: fossil free future. The draft resolution was distributed to the members of the EMC. Jensen Adams made a motion, seconded by Julie Koppen, to recommend adoption of the resolution to the Mayor and City Council, and to authorize the chair and co-chair to draft and sign a transmittal letter. The motion was approved. Jack Schrimsher abstained from both the discussion and the vote.
I. New Business - None
	The next EMC meeting is: 

	July 11, 2018
4:00 pm to 6:00 pm

Health Department



The meeting was adjourned at 6:05 pm
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