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Environmental Management Commission 




Meeting Minutes July 11, 2018

Meeting Location:  Health Department, 2400 Troost Ave, KCMO
Commissioners present:  Carol Adams, Jensen Adams, Bob Berkebile, Kimberly Hill, Julie Koppen, Marty Kraft, Robin Martinez, Ben Proffer, Jack Schrimsher
Commissioners Absent:
Caroline (Molly) Davies, Gloria Fisher, Jim Hansen, Seft Hunter, Scott Klamm, DJ Pierre, Emily Truebner, Nacente Seabury
Staff: Jerry Shechter, Andy Savastino, Matt McKinley, Philip Boyles – OEQ; Katie Chandler – Law; 
Guests: Dr. Jacob Wagner, Rita Norton, John Kurmann
A. The meeting was called to order at 4:15 pm; A quorum was present. Co-chair Carol Adams welcomed commissioners, staff, and guests who introduced themselves.
B. Visitor’s Remarks - None
C. Minutes – Kimberly Hill made a motion, seconded by Julie Koppen, to approve the minutes of the meeting of June 2018 as presented. The motion was approved.
D. Environmental Achievement Awards – Ben Proffer, Julie Koppen, also Scott Klamm and Molly Davies
1. 11 nominations were received of which 7 are recommended for award. Ben, Julie and Andy Savastino discussed the nominations and award recommendations. The review committee has recommended a new award level be instituted to be called the “Evergreen” Award. The new award level is reserved for nominations that are clearly “above and beyond” the balance of the recommended awards. The committee recommended one of the 7 nominations for the first Evergreen award. Ben Proffer made a motion, seconded by Julie Koppen, to approve seven awards with one of the awards to be recognized as the first Evergreen Award. The motion passed.
2. The Environmental Achievement Awards will be held this year –

DATE:
Wednesday, August 8, 2018

TIME:
4:00 pm

PLACE:
KCMO Health Department – Biery Auditorium on the lower level

E. UNESCO Music City & Sustainable Development Practices – Dr. Jacob Wagner, Creative Cities Network
1. Dr. Wagner used slides to discuss UNESCO its 17 sustainable development goals – local and international focus
2. KC has been selected to join the Creative Cities Network as a Music City.

3. A report is due in 2021 to highlight what KC has done since joining the network

4. The focus of the network is link creativity – culture – heritage – sustainability being open to creative approaches

5. The key goal, and most pertinent to EMC, is #11 – inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable

6. KC is the only Music City member in the USA

7. Dr. Wagner asked for consideration of including Creative Cities Network into the Bloomberg Philanthropies application

F. OEQ Report – Jerry Shechter
1. Staff is making progress on the Bloomberg Philanthropies application – American Cities Challenge; due by July 18th. Can include maximum of three support letters – Joanne Collins, CPSC, Terry Bassham, Pres/CEO, Evergy, and a joint letter from David Warm, MARC, with KC ATA.

2. The Greenhouse Gas (GHG) inventory update is in progress and is expected to be completed, with a report, by the end of August

3. The Carbon Disclosure Project (CDP) has asked KC to submit data via a large questionnaire and to join well over 600 cities that have submitted data. The questionnaire should be submitted by July 16th.

4. US-DOE has opened the month of July for potential re-purposing of unused EnergyWorks KC grant funds. The focus will be to provide additional funding for extension of projects that were already approved for program use by DOE during the period of the grant. This may include helping households reduce water/sewer/utility costs, improve compliance with the Energy Empowerment Program, provide assistance and information to residential and small building owners for energy efficiency improvements.
5. Tree Champions group continues to work and will continue to work on development of a new administrative regulation and a tree preservation ordinance.

6. The 350.org proposed fossil free resolution – Resolution No. 180475 – was introduced to City Council Neighborhoods and Public Safety Committee this morning. The committee voted to pass the resolution to the full council recommending passage this week (Advance and Pass).

7. KC Stat (Performance Management) will make a presentation on housing on Tuesday, July 17th, at 9:00 am in the 10th Floor Committee Room of City Hall; it will also be shown on Channel 2.

G. EMC Planning – Assignments & Next Steps – Carol Adams

1. There will be a green infrastructure policy workshop on August 2, 2018 at 8:30 am at the Kauffman Foundation hosted by MARC.
2. There will be an energy efficiency conference, as part of the Midwest Energy Policy Series, in Columbia, MO, on September 18th. The focus is energy efficiency as a tool to sell houses; CEUs are available.

3. KC Native Plant Initiative is involved in redoing Discovery Center grounds. On July 21st, from 10:00 am to noon, there will be an educational walk-through

4. Carol noted that, as a follow up to the latest planning session, Commissioners need to decide what topics they might be interested in/have a passion for and which of those to actually be involved in. She asked that Commissioners review the list of planning items that was distributed and take ownership of at least one topic. The agenda for the September meeting will include identifying ideas and items for motivated work.

H. Liaison Updates

1. Air Quality Forum – Carol Adams – No report; AQF was focused on training
2. LEED -  Jim Hansen - No report
3. Climate Protection Steering Committee -  Bob Berkebile - No report

4. Vacant Lots – Robin Martinez – No report
5. Education – Jensen Adams – The KC Public Schools School Board has undertaken a post-budget re-balancing of the school budget and has eliminated the Office of Energy and Sustainability. Along with this action, Jensen Adams’ job has been eliminated effective July 31st.
6. Housing Policy Task Force – DJ Pierre - No report
I. Old Business – None
J. New Business – None
	The next EMC meeting is: 

	Environmental Achievement Awards

DATE:
Wednesday, August 8, 2018

TIME:
4:00 pm
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KCMO Health Department - lower level – Biery Auditorium




The meeting was adjourned at 6:05 pm
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