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Environmental Management Commission 




Meeting Minutes January 9, 2019

Meeting Location:  Health Department, 2400 Troost Ave, KCMO
Commissioners present:  Carol Adams, Jensen Adams, Bob Berkebile, Caroline (Molly) Davies, Gloria Fisher, Michael Kelley, Scott Klamm, Marty Kraft, Nathan Madden, DJ Pierre, Ben Proffer
Commissioners Absent:
Kimberly Hill, Julie Koppen, Joseph Nickels, Nacente Seabury
Staff: Andy Savastino, Jerry Shechter – OEQ; Katie Chandler - Law
Guests:
Jacob Wagner – UMKC and UNESCO/Music City; Adison Banks, Heartland Conservation Alliance; Mike Othic – Foster Adopt; Hanna Oliver
A. The meeting was called to order at 4:05 pm; A quorum was present. Co-chair Carol Adams welcomed commissioners, staff and guests.
B. Visitor’s Opening Remarks – 
1. Adison Banks, Heartland Conservation Alliance – HCA has entered into a partnership with the University of Maryland to do a “Blue River Report Card” addressing holistically the health of the river.

C. Minutes – Bob Berkebile made a motion, seconded by Nathan Madden, to approve, as written, the minutes of the meeting of December 2018. The motion passed.
D. Liaison Updates
1. Air Quality Forum – Carol Adams – No report.
2. Transportation 2050 Plan – Carol Adams – Scoring criteria are being developed. Proposing that some regional plans/projects be automatically considered.
3. LEED – No report 
4. Housing Policy Task Force – DJ Pierre –A trust fund is being discussed with regard to development as a resource. An ordinance will be considered by City Council in January.
5. Education – Jensen Adams – School Board elections are coming in Spring of 2019.
6. Solid Waste Management District – Jensen Adams – No report
7. MARC Sustainable Policy Committee – Michael Kelley – The next meeting is scheduled for January 11th. Among the topics which may be discussed are green infrastructure, affordable housing, etc. A work plan is being developed.
8. Climate Protection Steering Committee (CPSC) -  Bob Berkebile – Next meeting of the CPSC is tentatively scheduled for Friday, March 1st.
9. Volker Energy Hub – Scott Klamm & Molly Davies – Members of the Hub are still meeting which include UMKC, Rockhurst University, Stowers Institute, and MRI Global; it is hoped that The Ewing M Kauffman Foundation will join. Veolia is also participating. A UMKC intern is helping with development of partnership model. 

E. OEQ Report – Andy Savastino
1. Tree Champions – Kristen Riott, BTG, will make a presentation to the City Council Business Session on Thursday, January 10th about the Master Tree Plan. The meeting is at 1:00 pm on the 10th Floor of City Hall.
2. KCStat – The new housing goal has elements of energy efficiency. Links are available to YouTube.

3. KCP&L – OEQ is planning a meeting with Drew Robinson to create a renewable energy agreement draft.

4. There was a facilitated meeting with CAAKC and the Neighborhoods and Housing Department regarding how to collaborate re: energy efficiency and minor home repair programs.
5. Drawdown workshop – There was a follow up meeting on January 5th to lay the groundwork for bistate efforts - policies, a regional climate compact, and a regional summit. Marty Kraft held a Drawdown discussion at his house for residents of 49/63 Neighborhood Coalition
6. Climate Resiliency Plan – OEQ and City Planning submitted a joint application for a grant to the National League of Cities with a neighborhood focus.
7. KCP&L – KCP&L is submitting its next MEEIA proposal to the Public Service Commission that encompasses a 3-year program that should be heard in March.

8. The Annual Report published by OEQ is nearly complete and should be available and distributed by next week. A link to the annual Energy Empowerment Program will be provided when it is available.
F. EMC Planning – Annual Report – Carol Adams led the discussion by noting that Prof. Jacob Wagner is in attendance to participate in this discussion. This is to more closely associate the efforts of the EMC and the City with the UNESCO Music City designation. This will help with forward looking recommendations to the Mayor and City Council.
Bob Berkebile led the discussion. He began by stating we should organize around climate resilience; the challenges posed by climate change are getting worse and need to be addressed. There were a range of ideas discussed.
1. Create a model to reverse global warming and participate in Drawdown.

a. Improve and enhance existing programs; remember use of “trim tabs” – a set of strategic moves toward improvement; concept proposed by Buckminster Fuller.

b.  Use a systems approach to city infrastructure

c. Require/provide new development incentives for better performance

d. Accelerate reforesting and growing the tree canopy

e. Adopt native landscaping strategies

2. Human well-being

a. Educate people about regenerative living
b. Create and support regenerative agriculture and food programs

c. Get active

3. Encourage and celebrate regenerative projects

a. City should set the example

b. Encourage private projects

c. Learn and implement best practices from anywhere

d. Apply to large projects such as the new MCI airport

· Bob will draft an introduction/opening for the report.

· Scott Klamm provided transportation examples

· Ben Proffer noted we need to include the arts

· Bob Berkebile cautioned the EMC to use hotlinks where possible

· Carol Adams wants to identify innovative projects/programs outside of normal rules; EMC should set the stage for this kind of thinking as the rule not the exception.

· Overland Park, KS can be seen as an example of creative place-making 

· Be mindful of the needs of others; example: eliminating plastic straws has a negative effect on the quality of life of people with disabilities

· Jake Wagner volunteered to help with appendices and the introductory statement 

The draft of a working list of appendices was reviewed with commissioners

	Appendix
	Commissioner
	Staff

	· EMC membership
	Carol
	Jerry

	· Innovative projects
	Bob
	

	· Environmental Achievement Awards
	Molly
	Andy

	· Green Team accomplishments
	
	Andy

	· Environmental resources
	Julie and Ben
	

	· MARC resources
	Carol
	

	· Key administrative regulations
	Kimberly
	Jerry

	· Key ordinances and resolutions
	
	Jerry

	· Key plans and studies
	?
	?

	· Links – as needed
	All
	All

	· Benchmarking
	Joseph
	

	· Evaluation systems
	Nathan and Jensen
	

	· Climate Protection Plan
	
	Dennis and Jerry (progress summary)

	· City fleet information
	
	Jerry

	· 100% clean energy
	
	Dennis and Jerry


G. Old Business – None
H. New Business – None
I. Remarks from Visitors

1. There is interest in the Volker Hub project

2. There is a disconnect between city council members and citizens that should be addressed by such mechanisms as pop-up education sessions.
	The next EMC meeting is: 

	DATE:
Wednesday, February 13, 2019
TIME:
4:00 pm

PLACE:
KCMO Health Department – 2400 Troost; Suite 4600



The meeting was adjourned at 6:05 pm
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