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Environmental Management Commission 




Meeting Minutes March 13, 2019

Meeting Location:  Health Department, 2400 Troost Ave, KCMO
Commissioners present:  Carol Adams, Jensen Adams, Caroline (Molly) Davies, Warren Adams-Leavitt for Gloria Fisher, Julie Koppen, Marty Kraft, Nathan Madden, Meggie Mapes, Scott Klamm, Ben Proffer
Commissioners Absent:
Bob Berkebile, Kimberly Hill, Michael Kelley, Joseph Nickels, DJ Pierre, Nacente Seabury
Staff: Andy Savastino and Jerry Shechter – OEQ; Katie Chandler – Law; Michael Shaw – Solid Waste Division
Guests:
Jacob Wagner – UMKC and UNESCO/Music City; Lynn Youngblood
A. The meeting was called to order at 4:05 pm; A quorum was present. Co-chair Carol Adams welcomed commissioners, staff and guests.
B. Minutes – Jensen Adams made a motion, seconded by Julie Koppen, to approve, as presented, the minutes of the meeting of February 2019. The motion passed.
C. Solid Waste Management – Michael Shaw

1. The City is planning to expand collection internally to replace contractors. This action is based on escalating complaints and costs; fully 80% of the complaints received are related to contract services and costs are projected to increase by 50% in 2020 when contracts are to be renewed. Staff has estimated a potential savings, over ten years, of about $20 million. A purchase order will be published for about $11 million for new equipment – mostly for 24 CNG trucks; the City also plans to build a new facility to include office space, truck parking and repairs. The goal is to have a 100% CNG fleet within the next few years. 

2. Current recycling contracts expire 2025. Staff is willing to experiment with different ways of operating the recycling program and is willing to apply for grant funding. The recycling program is hampered by difficulty recycling paper as well as plastics in the #3-#7 range.
3. Data collection has begun that will enable establishing a baseline to work toward the 2020 goal, in the Climate Protection Plan, of an 80% diversion rate. 

4. There was general discussion about several other issues.

D. Liaison Updates
1. Air Quality Forum – Carol Adams
a. Michael Kelly, Mayor of Roeland Park, made a good presentation about the Metro KC Climate Action Coalition. Information about the Coalition can be found online at: www.mkccac.org . The Coalition is planning a climate summit, to which the public will be invited, at Johnson County Community College on September 14, 2019.
b. For the new ozone season, everyone should be aware of the “skycasts” that are made available on TV weather reports and elsewhere. 
2. Regional Transportation 2050 Plan – No new information
3. LEED – No report 
4. Housing Policy Task Force – No report
5. Education – Jensen Adams – USGBC has a green schools mentoring program connecting schools with professionals for audits, and planning.
6. Solid Waste Management District – Jensen Adams – The SWMD will meet again next month
7. MARC Sustainable Policy Committee – No report
8. Climate Protection Steering Committee (CPSC) -  Andy Savastino
a. The CPSC met Friday, March 1, 2019

b. Resolution #181000 was discussed; the resolution addresses four of the 10 clean energy initiatives identified in Resolution #170586. Res. #181000 was adopted March 7, 2019.
c. Renewables Direct – The City is in negotiations with KCP&L for an agreement to provide 100% renewable energy (wind) energy sources for all metered uses.

d. Metro KC Climate Action Coalition (CAC) was discussed

e. Partners for Places grant was discussed. OEQ and the Health Department will meet with the Health Forward Foundation about a grant partnership.

f. At the next CPSC meeting, there may be a presentation on the Master Tree Plan.
9. Volker Energy Hub –Molly Davies – No report 

E. OEQ Report – Andy Savastino
1. Resolution #181000 – The City is working with KCP&L on a renewable energy source for all metered electricity uses. An ordinance is expected by April. Carol Adams reminded the Commissioners they have approved transmittal of a letter of support for the EMC. The community solar element is not as advanced but talks are still being held regarding potential city sites. It was noted that Westside Housing is still in talks with KCP&L about a small community solar application or some variant of the concept.
2. Dennis Murphey met with the Chamber of Commerce with Joanne Collins o0n February 6th and spoke about the 2017 Greenhouse Gas Inventory Update and Resolution #170586.

3. City Planning & Development is beginning to discuss a revision of the FOCUSKC Plan. Hopefully, the new plan will include resilience. A lot of community engagement is expected.
4. The Green Teams are meeting regularly.

a. Policy & Regulations has established a work group to revitalize the recycling program and is drafting a new policy. It is planned the new program will be launched on Earth Day 2019. 

5. Board of Parks & Recreation – Yesterday, the Board approved a contract with BTG to operate a recycling center in Pleasant Valley Park north of the river.

6. The City’s budget document is to be published this week. The first public hearing will be February 19,2019 with others scheduled through early March.  
7. A resolution supported by the Citizens Climate Lobby for a national carbon fee and dividend may be on the Council docket tomorrow. It is sponsored by CW Shields.

8. Dennis reported he will be retiring June 1, 2019.

9. A neighborhoods oriented mayoral forum will be held at the Mohart Center on March 4, 2019 at 6:00 pm.
F. EMC Planning – Annual Report – Carol Adams led the discussion. The intent of the discussion today is to go over concept drafts provided to the Commissioners, to parcel out elements to Commissioners to develop and to review the work at the meeting next month. The “core” document is titled Letter Contents; the final version of the letter should be no longer than 2 pages. The document should highlight what the EMC wants to communicate to the Mayor and City Council including core values. Also provided was a working list of potential appendices to the letter.
There was significant discussion about strategies and tactics, elements of the letter and to whom the package should be presented. The Chair is to convey to Bob Berkebile that he should include a sense of urgency in the section he is drafting.
Major successes realized by the City should be highlighted as a springboard for the future. These may include, STAR rating, ACEEE, benchmarking, green infrastructure, other plans adopted, etc.

Include a statement of values along with the successes and a possible agenda for the future.

Issues to be addressed may include: gas taxes and roadway funding, concepts included in the Green New Deal, fiscal shortfalls; Should also consider elements over which City Council has actual agency and those which can only be influenced.

It was suggested the EMC set up an interim meeting with the report as its single agenda item. Jerry was asked to put together a Doodle Poll to identify a date.
G. Old Business – None
H. New Business – None
I. Remarks from Visitors - None
	The next EMC meeting is: 

	DATE:
Wednesday, April 10, 2019
TIME:
4:00 pm

PLACE:
KCMO Health Department – 2400 Troost; Suite 4600



The meeting was adjourned at 6:05 pm
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