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Environmental Management Commission 




Meeting Minutes June 12, 2019

Meeting Location:  Health Department, 2400 Troost Ave, KCMO
Commissioners present:  Carol Adams, Bob Berkebile, Caroline (Molly) Davies, Gloria Ortiz Fisher, Michael Kelley, Julie Koppen, Marty Kraft, Nathan Madden, Erika O’Shea, DJ Pierre, 
Commissioners Absent:
Jensen Adams, Kimberly Hill, Scott Klamm, Meggie Mapes, Joseph Nickels, Ben Proffer, Nacente Seabury
Staff: Andy Savastino, Jerry Shechter – OEQ; Michael Shaw – Solid Waste Management
Guests:
Adison Banks – Heartland Conservation Alliance; Patrick Hosty - Dynamhex
A. The meeting was called to order at 4:05 pm; A quorum was present. Co-chair Bob Berkebile welcomed commissioners, staff and guests.
B. Minutes – DJ Pierre made a motion, seconded by Marty Kraft, to approve the minutes of the meeting of May 2019. The motion passed.
C. Heartland Conservation Alliance (HCA) – Adison Banks – Online vacant lot mapping tool – HCA is a local non-profit focused on restoration of the Blue River Watershed. The watershed covers about 270 square miles from southern Johnson County northeast emptying into the Missouri River between Kansas City and Independence. A central theme is the creation of community including people and nature. The HCA website details four plans including a conservation program which includes addressing vacant lots. The Google-based mapping tool is live on the HCA website. Mr. Banks provided a demonstration of the multi-level capabilities of the mapping tool. Following that, there was a general discussion about vacant lots into the future; how to use the data; possible recommendations based on the data available. One of the objectives is to be able to guide neighborhoods to better understand the nature of the various vacant lots in their areas and to provide a guide for acquisition for re-use. Mr. Banks noted the vacant lots study and report published by the EMC was instrumental and a positive influence in their work.
D. City Solid Waste Collection Update – Michael Shaw, Neighborhoods and Housing Services Department, Solid Waste Division – 

The City has determined it is appropriate to take over all trash collection duties. The City currently is responsible for the central part of the city generally bounded by the Missouri River on the north, State Line Rd on the west, 63rd Street on the south, and city boundary on the east. Private haulers are responsible for pick up north of the river and south of 63rd Street. Those north and south areas, especially north of the river, is where there are over 80% of the public complaints about service. The change in collection strategy and responsibility will take place on May 1, 2020. The city has performed better and at a lower cost of service. It was noted the city operates on a non-profit basis as opposed to the other haulers which are for profit businesses. In the change-over, the city will promote MBE/WBE, SLB participation. In the Solid Waste Management Plan, the city is looking at leaf and brush pickup and recycling as well.
The plan is for transition from the current strategy to the new strategy as follows:

May 2020 - trash collection

November 2020 – leaf and brush collection

May 2021 – bulky item pickup
The City is

· increasing its fleet of vehicles to 100% CNG, including the bulky item pickup vehicles
· actively recruiting management staff and will soon add all other needed staff – all staff should be hired by April 1, 2020

· considering construction of a new solid waste facility for centralized fleet management and other operations

There was general discussion of costs and about recycling contamination, composting, mulch creation, and other issues. Mr. Shaw proposed that recycling could be one of the next significant issues for EMC involvement.

E. Committee Monitoring Proposal – Carol Adams – See handout detailing meetings that Commissioners could commit to attend or listen to for items of interest to the EMC. It is expected this could help improve the quality of the next annual report. Each Commissioner was asked to give consideration to signing up to attend or listen to (monitor) to report to the EMC.
NOTE: Any and all meetings are subject to cancellation; Please check with the City Clerk’s Office shortly before the meeting date/time at 816-513-6401 or  http://cityclerk.kcmo.org/LiveWeb/Common/default.aspx  
	City Council Meetings
	Meeting Time
	Commissioner

	Planning, Zoning & Economic Development
	Wednesdays – 1:30 pm; 26th Floor, Council Chambers

	Erika O’Shea

	Finance & Governance
	Wednesdays – 8:30 am; 10th Floor Committee Room

	

	Neighborhoods & Public Safety
	Wednesdays – 10:00 am; 26th Floor Council Chambers

	Nathan Madden

	City Council Business Session
	Thursdays – 1:00 pm; 10th Floor Committee Room

	

	City Council Legislative Session
	Thursdays – 3:00 pm; 26th Floor Council Chambers

	

	Airport Committee
	Thursdays – 10:30 am (meets less frequently; KCI Administration Building – 601 Brasilia

	Molly Davies

	Housing Committee
	Wednesdays – 11:00 am (meets less frequently); 10th Floor Committee Room

	Gloria Fisher

	Transportation & Infrastructure
	Thursdays – 8:45 am; 26th Floor Council Chambers


	

	
	
	

	KCStat (Performance Management Reports)
	All - 1st Tuesday of the month; 9:00 am to 11:00 am; 10th Floor of City Hall
	

	June 4, 2019
	Customer Service & Communications
	

	July 16, 2019
	Housing
	Gloria Fisher

	August 6, 2019
	Neighborhoods & Healthy Communities
	Molly Davies

	September 3, 2019
	Infrastructure & Transportation
	

	October 1, 2019
	Planning, Zoning & Economic Development
	Erika O’Shea

	November 5, 2019
	Public Safety
	

	December 3, 2019
	Finance & Governance
	


F. Liaison Updates
1. Air Quality Forum – Carol Adams - No report

2. Transportation 2050 Plan – Carol Adams - No report

3. LEED Committee –Joe Nickels – No report

4. Housing Policy Task Force – DJ Pierre - No report

5. Education – Jensen Adams - No report

6. Waste Management District – Jensen Adams - No report

7. MARC Sustainable Committee – Michael Kelley - No report

8. Climate Protection Steering Committee – Bob Berkebile – No report
9. Volker Hub – Molly Davies – Reported the group met with a representative of KCPL renewables to discuss the details of the program for institutions. There was much interest in the range of options for getting involved. There has been much progress in meetings with the large institutions along Volker Blvd.

G. OEQ Report –Andy Savastino and Jerry Shechter 
1. Renewables Direct – The date and time for the public information news conference has not yet been confirmed

2. Environmental Achievement Awards – The application deadline has been extended to the end of this week (6/14/19). The review committee now includes Molly Davies, Nathan Madden and Erika O’Shea. The Commission asked staff to secure the Biery Auditorium on the lower level of the Health Department building for the celebration.

3. The city is in compliance regarding its separate storm/sewer permits. KC Water is developing a new storm water management program that will involve most departments.

4. The City has posted the job description to fill the position vacated by Dennis Murphey. This posting is for internal promotion.

5. The EMC 2019 Annual Report has been completed and distributed. The Mayor, City Council and City Manager each received both electronic and paper copies. The EMC and Climate Protection Steering Committee (CPSC) members received only electronic copies. 

H. Old Business - None
I. New Business – A company called Dynamhex will make a presentation next month.
J. Remarks from Visitors - None
	The next EMC meeting is: 

	DATE:
Wednesday, July 10 2019
TIME:
4:00 pm

PLACE:
KCMO Health Department – 2400 Troost; Suite 4600



The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 pm
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