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Environmental Management Commission 




Meeting Minutes July 10, 2019

Meeting Location:  Health Department, 2400 Troost Ave, KCMO
Commissioners present:  Carol Adams, Jensen Adams, Bob Berkebile, Caroline (Molly) Davies, Michael Kelley, Scott Klamm, Marty Kraft, Meggie Mapes, Joseph Nickels, Ben Proffer,
Commissioners Absent:
Gloria Ortiz Fisher, Kimberly Hill, Julie Koppen, Nathan Madden, Erika O’Shea, DJ Pierre, Nacente Seabury
Staff: Andy Savastino, Jerry Shechter, Philip Boyles, Matt McKinley, Kayleen Garrels – OEQ; Esther Swanson – Parks & Recreation
Guests:
Adison Banks – Heartland Conservation Alliance; Sunny Sanwar, Patrick Hosty, Ace Wagner – Dynamhex; Hillary Noonan, Claus Wawrzinek – Sierra Club; Bridget Sanderson – Environment Missouri
A. The meeting was called to order at 4:05 pm; A quorum was present. Co-chair Bob Berkebile welcomed commissioners, staff and guests who introduced themselves.
B. Minutes – Michael Kelley noted the need for a correction to the draft. Caroline Davies made a motion, seconded by Bob Berkebile, to approve the minutes of the meeting of May 2019 as corrected. The motion passed.
C. Dynamhex – Sunny Sanwar – Dynamhex is an online, interactive system for establishing a better base for projections of effectiveness of options for reducing greenhouse gases and resultant policy making. The system allows for entry of current data sets with options for achieving targets. Can break down to specific geo-spatial conditions, such as neighborhoods, city council districts, or larger scale etc. Mr. Sanwar provided a discussion, with visuals, about how the system works and how it might be used. There was significant general discussion and questions. The system can be set up for both dynamic use (data entry) and for static use (read only); can be used in support of Drawdown both directly and indirectly as a set of recommendations for strategies or solutions. There were questions about costs of adopting the system which were answered suggesting cost/benefit comparison with current operations and costs – such as consultants. 
He then made a request for a letter of support from the EMC for the City of KCMO to consider adopting Dynamhex. Bob Berkebile suggested it might be more powerful to schedule meetings with city officials and staff to discuss targets, strategies and tools. It was noted the EMC needs to be proactive in determining the respective positions of current and newly elected Mayor and Councilmembers. Mr. Sanwar indicated he would encourage some action by the end of the year.

Carol Adams suggested a follow up discussion at an upcoming meeting and suggested placing this on the October agenda. The Co-chairs thanked Mr. Sanwar, and his colleagues, for their presentation. 

D. Environmental Achievement Awards – Molly Davies – The review committee was unable to meet so Ms. Davies presented all three nominations to the Commissioners all of which were recommended for awards. It was suggested that staff of Conventions be asked to make a special presentation about their project, similar to a keynote speaker for the celebration. Scott Klamm made a motion, seconded by Jensen Adams, to accept the recommendation to make awards to all three of the nominees and to ask Conventions to make a special presentation. The motion passed with a unanimous vote.
E. Committee Monitoring – Carol Adams
The table of committee monitoring choices provided in the minutes was reviewed and revised with additional choices by Commissioners. The table will be revised and circulated.
F. Liaison Updates
1. Air Quality Forum – Carol Adams – MARC published an RFP for Transportation 2050 proposals and received about 400 submissions.
2. Transportation 2050 Plan – Carol Adams – Same comment
3. LEED Committee –Joe Nickels – Andy Savastino noted that the City Architect, who is the chair of the LEED Standards Committee, has retired. The General Services Department will advertise to refill the position. This is critical because no other General Services architectural services staff has LEED certification. As a result, the committee will not meet in the interim. Bob Berkebile noted there is significant concern about the City’s adherence to its ordinance requiring LEED-Gold and there is the need to get back on track. A significant part of that concern is whether or not projects are being certified. Jensen Adams made a motion, seconded by Molly Davies that the EMC develop and send a letter to the City (1) expressing support for adherence to no less than certification to the LEED-Gold standard, and (2) encouraging the City to include LEED certification in its hiring requirements for the position of City Architect. The motion passed.
4. Housing Policy Task Force – DJ Pierre - No report

5. Education – Jensen Adams – New Councilwoman Melissa Robinson, 3rd District, was previously on the KCPS Board of Education. In this capacity, she proposed the Board undertake a climate planning process and, so, may be approachable.
6. Waste Management District – Jensen Adams – Next meeting is scheduled for August 21, 2019.
7. MARC Sustainable Committee – Michael Kelley – Next meeting is July 12, 2019.
8. Climate Protection Steering Committee (CPSC) – Bob Berkebile – Mr. Berkebile suggested it would make sense for the EMC to work with the CPSC in support of adopting an analysis tool such as Dynamhex.
9. Volker Hub – Molly Davies, Scott Klamm – No report
G. OEQ Report –Andy Savastino Shechter 
1. Andy reported he has been appointed as the new Chief Environmental Officer and was congratulated by the Commissioners.
2. OEQ will work on the LEED issue - both the LEED Standards Committee and clarification of the ordinance.

3. The City has a new website that is now live. EMC pages are up with minutes of all meetings back to 2007. The description of the EMC has to be revised to be in conformance with the new ordinance.

4. KCStat – The next KCStat presentation will be on July 16th and will be focused on housing issues. Data KC will be live streaming and will be uploaded to YouTube. A process is being developed to allow for public questions, during presentations, via Twitter.
5. Operation Greenlight, a project of MARC, will be piloted along part of the Hwy 152 corridor

6. OEQ submitted three budget requests all of which were not funded. Two of the requests were for updating the Climate Protection Plan and for doing a climate resiliency plan both of which are in the 5-Year Budget. The third was for replacement of the 20-year old vehicle currently being used by the Environmental Compliance Division. Commissioners were in support of addressing the city in support of OEQ budget requests.

H. Old Business - None
I. New Business – None
J. Remarks from Visitors – Hillary Noonan and Claus Wawrzinek, Sierra Club, thanked the Commissioners for the opportunity to attend the meeting and suggested a possible meeting with OEQ staff to talk about a range of issues.
	The next EMC meeting is: 

	DATE:
Wednesday, August 14 2019
TIME:
4:00 pm

PLACE:
KCMO Health Department

2400 Troost; Lower Level, Biery Auditorium



The meeting was adjourned at 6:05 pm
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