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Environmental Management Commission 




Meeting Minutes December 11, 2019

Meeting Location:  Health Department, 2400 Troost Ave, KCMO
Commissioners present:  Carol Adams, Jensen Adams, Caroline (Molly) Davies, Gloria Ortiz Fisher, Michael Kelley, Scott Klamm, Julie Koppen, Marty Kraft, Meggie Mapes, Joseph Nickels, Erika O’Shea, Ben Proffer,
Commissioners Absent:
Bob Berkebile, Kimberly Hill, Nathan Madden, DJ Pierre,






     

* Advance notice of absence
Staff: Jerry Shechter, Matt McKinley – OEQ;
Guests:
Jim Turner, Don Wallace, Billy Davies – Sierra Club; Madeline Meloy, Jack Vandeleuv – Sunrise Movement; Kelly Gilbert, Emily Wolfe – Metro Energy Center; Bridget Sanderson – Environment Missouri; Kristin Bontrager; Sarah Crowder – Heartland Tree Alliance; Kechia Smith - BTG 
A. The meeting was called to order at 4:05 pm; A quorum was present. Co-chair Carol Adams welcomed commissioners, staff and guests. Everyone introduced themselves.
B. Minutes – Molly Davies made a motion, seconded by Ben Proffer, to approve, as presented, the minutes of the meetings of October and November 2019. The motion passed.
C. Sunrise Movement/Green New Deal 4 KC – Madeline Meloy and Jack Vandeleuv
· Sunrise is a nationwide movement of young people combatting climate change. There are about 300 hubs around the country including the hub in Kansas City; this is up from 30 a year ago Their theory of change is essentially to be in the streets not just behind closed doors and are expressing the moral authority of youth. A major focus of the movement is to put the concerns of ordinary people first. 

· Sunrise has a scorecard grading candidates for elected office.
· In KC, there have been local climate strikes and rallies and a proposed resolution for a Green New Deal for KC (GND4KC). The federal proposal for a GND was discussed. The GND is a people focused climate policy directly addressing social equity; the organizing target is to catalyze change everywhere.
· The DND4KC was drafted specifically for Kansas City; it is intended to be framework for future policies and to be flexible.

· Aided by a powerpoint, there was a lengthy discussion of the highlights of the draft resolution and the reasons for proposed targets – which are intentionally ambitious.

· They believe KC has been moving in the right direction but want things to move faster.

· Carol Adams asked that the Sunrise Movement in KC choose to be in the trenches with others, to raise questions over and over and to participate in the process of development of a revised/new climate protection plan and resiliency plan. In other words … to claim a seat at the table.

· There was general discussion about the length as well as the structure of the draft resolution. Several suggestions were made with regard to approaches that might be considered. 

· Carol Adams and other commissioners expressed the desire of the EMC to be helpful and the need to get the general public concerned and involved.

· Kechia Smith, BTG, stated the resolution needs to be revised to be able to properly address social equity and obtain buy-in especially in underserved communities. 

D. Policy recommendations work group report – Michael Kelley
Michael Kelley provided a powerpoint presentation summarizing the discussion and work product of the policy work group. Various commissioners volunteered to work with Michael to complete development of the powerpoint to be used, in part, as the visuals for presentation to the City Council Business Session. In doing so, the presentation will serve as the 2020 EMC Annual Report which continues the focus of the 2019 report in making recommendations for the future. Volunteers include:
· Fiscal policies – Nathan Madden

· Energy resources and use – Joe Nickels

· Agriculture and Greenspace – Marty Kraft, Julie Koppen, and a request will be made to Kristin Riott, BTG, to participate

· Emergency preparedness – Scott Klamm, Jensen Adams

· Housing – Gloria Fisher

· Transportation – Michael Kelley

· Communications and Education – Ben Proffer, Molly Davies

Participation on any topic is open to other commissioners and other content experts, as appropriate.

E. EMC 2020 Annual Report – Carol Adams – A suggestion was made to use the work product of the policy recommendations work group as the basis for the 2020 report. The powerpoint could be used for a short report with supplemental information added – as was the structure for the 2019 report. See the discussion for policy recommendations above.
F. OEQ Report – Report deferred to January meeting; Jerry was asked to request that Andy provide to the EMC what his report would have been.
G. International Building Codes Adoption – Carol Adams
· Carol Adams presented a draft letter of support for adoption of the 2018 IECC and a request to include the EMC and other stakeholders in the discussions from the beginning.

· Don Wallace, Sierra Club urged support for adoption without amendments

· Ben Proffer and Sierra Club offered recommendations for language changes

· Jensen Adams made a motion, seconded by Marty Kraft, to authorize the co-chairs to make appropriate language changes to the draft based on the discussion and to submit the letter of support, with attachments, to the Mayor, City Council and City Manager. The motion passed.
H. Council Committee Monitoring Reports – No reports
1. Transportation, Infrastructure & Operations – Carol Adams, Michael Kelley, Bob Berkebile (as an advisor) – No report
2. Finance, Governance & Public Safety – Jensen Adams, Ben Proffer, Meggie Mapes
3. Neighborhood Planning & Development – Erika O’Shea and Molly Davies
4. Special Committee on Housing – DJ Pierre, Meggie Mapes, Bob Berkebile (advisor)
5. Business Session – Ben Proffer

I. Liaison Updates
1. Air Quality Forum – Carol Adams

· State of Missouri is in process of rescinding rules for volatile fuels which probably will have a negative impact on ozone and attainment
· New initiative on way-finding signage is under way
2. Transportation 2050 Plan – Carol Adams – 
· Carol indicated she is pleased with how MARC has developed regional priorities and how they have changed to process of project submittals; She expects this will improve detail work

· Transit is a top priority but currently is not funded; MARC is looking for alternatives 
3. LEED Standards Committee –Joe Nickels – No report. Staff was asked to follow up with Jim Freed, General Services Department who has been appointed the City Architect and, therefore, is the facilitator of the LEED Standards Committee.
4. Education – Jensen Adams – No report
5. Waste Management District – No report.
6. MARC Sustainable Policy Committee – No report.
7. Climate Protection Steering Committee (CPSC) – Bob Berkebile – No report
8. Volker Hub – Molly Davies, Scott Klamm – No report
J. Old Business – Commissioners are to expect correspondence from the Mayor asking for resignations in the process of appointments under the new Mayor.
K. New Business
1. Marty Kraft noted he has been working with neighborhood people on bio-char training

i
L. Remarks from Visitors
1. Billy Davies, Sierra Club applauded the EMC for taking action with regard to the adoption of IECC 2018.

	The next EMC meeting is: 
	DATE:
Wednesday, January 7, 2020
TIME:
4:00 pm

PLACE:
KCMO Health Department

              2400 Troost; 4th Floor, Suite 4600


	
	


The meeting was adjourned at 6:05 pm
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