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Environmental Management Commission 				
Meeting Minutes for January 13, 2021	
Meeting Location: Online via Zoom

Commissioners present:  Carol Adams, Duvel (DJ) Pierre, Caroline (Molly) Davies, Gloria Ortiz-Fisher, Nathan Madden, Scott Klamm, D. Jensen Adams, Michael Kelley, Ben Proffer, Joseph (Joe) Nickels, Bob Berkebile.

Commissioners Absent: Marty Kraft, Julie Koppen, Kimberly Hill.
					     
Staff: Andy Savastino, Lara Isch, Gerald Shechter, Rachel O’Neal, Chris Hays, Matt McKinley – OEQ; Eluard Alegre – Law.

Guests: Jim Turner, Don Wallace – Sierra Club; Emily Wolfe – MEC; Patrick Hosty – Dynamhex; Sara Lamprise – Elevate Energy; Jane VanSant.

A. The meeting was called to order at 4:04 pm; A quorum was present. Co-chair Carol Adams welcomed commissioners, staff, and guests.

B. *Minutes – Caroline (Molly) Davies made a motion, seconded by Michael Kelley, to approve, as presented, the minutes of the meeting of October 2020. The motion passed.  
Duvel (DJ) Pierre made a motion, seconded by Michael Kelley, to approve, as presented, the minutes of the meeting of November 2020. The motion passed. 
Gloria Ortiz-Fisher made a motion, seconded by Caroline (Molly) Davies, to approve, as presented, the minutes of the meeting of December 2020. The motion passed. 
C. Next steps post Covid-19/election strategies to position KC to advance environmental performance and resilience.
Bob Berkebile opened the discussion and asked the commission for ideas on how to discover new priorities or opportunities.
He posed this question to the group - What does this mean for KC when we are facing issues such as:
· Violence
· Equity
· Housing
· Maintaining obsolete or deferred infrastructure and the cost with associated with addressing these problems (EX: Compressed Natural Gas).
Highlights of the discussion:
· E tax only comes up once every 5 years for a vote (this year). There is no organization so far for a campaign to get it passed and some think this may be the hardest year ever for it to pass. Based upon 20-21 Budget, the earnings tax was 15.2% of the City revenue...it funds over 20% of the general fund (like public works, OEQ, etc.)
· How can the commission help city staff and council create a better and resilient future?
· Create a strong reginal approach 
· Find out which sectors exist in the community to create a broad stakeholder group and determine what they consider to be the most urgent issues for Kansas City
· Stress to the City Council – it is possible to accomplish the environmental goals in an equitable and economical way if you can put the work in
· Rising population of the unhoused and how that relates to the environment
· Energy cost in low-income neighborhoods
· During Covid, public transit routes have been cut due to a lack of funding/support 
· City development on the East side has major barriers that drive developers away. This process should be addressed and streamlined in order for meaningful progress to occur
· To make issues such as energy costs for low-income households or affordable housing personal to City Council members, connect real life stories or people to specific issues
· Carbon sequestration 
· Converting urban landscapes to native landscapes
· Changing urban agriculture practices 
· Hemp products (ex. Batteries)
· Implementing modern data driven policy choices
· Additions from Ben Proffer:
· "Ben Proffer made the recommendation that we focus on linking and integrating developments in housing and infrastructure to regenerative principles, either through criteria for awarding approval for these developments or as incentive to increase the use of these regenerative principles."
· "He also suggested that Kansas City could lead the country by potentially creating a pilot study into reparations for black and minority community members based on the history of racial and ethnic injustices region-wide."

D. Office of Environmental Quality Report -Andy Savastino
· Evergy submitted a filing for a wide variety of projects including a rate request. They are proposing the electrification of the transportation system. Carol Adams is interested in having the council submit a letter of support. Nathan Madden would like to review the presentation by Evergy before recommending this to the city council.
· OEQ received 10 proposals for the Climate Action Plan and the selection committee has made a recommendation. An ordinance is being drafted and Andy Savastino is working on funding. More details will be available soon. 
· The DOE funds of 2.2 million dollars have been successfully repurposed. 
· $40,000 of grant money was received for green procurement. 
· Please see the updates to the OEQ website. The EMC and Climate Action pages were also updated. 
· Andy met with the new City Manager and brought him up to date on the OEQ projects. Brian Platt seems supportive of the work and is very much in favor of the LED streetlight project in particular. 
· The City has a new budget officer named Krista Morrison. The upcoming budget must be submitted to the Mayor and City Council by Feb. 12th and approved by March 25th. Each city department has been asked to cut their budget by 11% of what it was last year. 

E. Reports and Updates from Committees - None

F. Remarks from Visitors  
· Don Wallace – Streetlight RFP is proposing some outdated technology and should be part of the 2021 climate action plan. Hoping that there can be further consideration of this matter and possibly a recommendation to the City Council. It is recommended to use 3,000K.
Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) station at 18th st. and Agnes – Hoping to move towards electric vehicles rather than CNG. Concerned that these issues are counterproductive to the larger aspirations of the city. 
· Patrick Hosty - Dynamhex is the Energy Offset partner for the Clean Energy for Biden Inauguration event and if folks might want to attend it will be a pretty good party, but they will get to preview our product here: https://www.cleanenergyforbiden.com/
	
The next EMC meeting is: 
	
DATE:	February 10, 2021
TIME:	4:00 pm to 6:00 pm
PLACE:	Location Pending


	
	


The meeting was adjourned at 5:59 pm.
*Action Items. 

Links shared in chat:
https://bikewalkkc.org/advocacy/2021-policy-platform/
https://www.architectmagazine.com/practice/how-affordable-housing-is-driving-passive-house-design_o
https://www.phfa.org/mhp/developers/housingapplication.aspx
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6838265/
https://afdc.energy.gov/vehicles/electric_emissions.html
https://www.kcmo.gov/city-hall/departments/city-manager-s-office/office-of-environmental-quality/climate-action
https://www.superbrightleds.com/blog/warm-white-led-streetlights-theyre-better-environment/4378/#:~:text=The%20International%20Dark%2DSky%20Association,6500K%2C%20which%20appears%20pretty%20blue
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