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Environmental Management Commission 				
Meeting Minutes May 12, 2021	
Meeting Location: Online via Zoom

Commissioners present: Carol Adams, Bob Berkebile, Duvel (DJ) Pierre, Michael Kelley, Nathan Madden, Ben Proffer, D. Jensen Adams, Marty Kraft, Caroline (Molly) Davies.

Commissioners Absent: Julie Koppen, Scott Klamm, Joseph (Joe) Nickels, Gloria Ortiz-Fisher, Kimberly Hill. 
					     
Staff: Andy Savastino, Lara Isch, Gerald Shechter, Rachel O’Neal, Chris Hays – OEQ; Eluard Alegre – Law; Esther Swanson – Parks. 

Guests: Theresa Enderle, Dana Ripper – BirdSafeKC; Megan Freeman -Heartland Conservation Alliance; Billy Davies, Claus Wawrzinek, Jim Turner, Don Wallace – Sierra Club; Bridget Sanderson – Environment Missouri; Mary Kay McGinty – Mothers Out Front, Carl Stafford – My Region Wins.


A. The meeting was called to order at 4:03 pm; A quorum was not present at that time. Co-chair Bob Berkebile welcomed commissioners, staff, and guests.

B. BirdSafeKC – Theresa Enderle
Please see attached presentation.
· Are LED lights better for bird safety? Lower light levels and warmer light is better for birds. 

C. A quorum was present beginning at 4:16pm. *Minutes – Ben Proffer made a motion, seconded by Nathan Madden, to approve, as amended, the minutes of the meeting of April 2021. The motion passed.  

D. Ordinance to Repurpose DOE Funds – Jerry Shechter
Please see attached fact sheet.
· Proposal: To authorize the appropriation of currently unappropriated Federal funds returned from grant work associated with the 2010 EnergyWorks KC program into US DOE authorized uses.
· What is the vetting process for organizations to be eligible for these funds? 32 organizations have been vetting according to federal and local standards. Bridging the Gap and Metropolitan Energy are two big groups that have capabilities to complete some vital aspects of the plan but many more are available for the city to use.
*Carol Adams made a motion, seconded by Nathan Madden, that the EMC support the purposed reallocation of DOE funds, they have reviewed the proposal and it is wholly consistent with actions in the past. The motion passed.
E. Carbon Sequestration Through Agriculture – Marty Kraft
Introductory Remarks from Carol Adams: 
· Engage more experts and stakeholders in the conversation.
· [bookmark: _Hlk71896956]Increase knowledge and understanding about what regenerative agriculture and soil revitalization is what it can accomplish.
· Identify best practices, elevate awareness and benefits of best practices.
What is the role of KMCO:
· KCMO is centrally located.
· Established agricultural industry
· US Dept of AG and EPA have offices here
What can EMC do to move this work forward:
· Share with consultants that these components are critical and should be part of “next steps” in the upcoming Climate Action and Resilience Plan.
· Work among the commission to identify parties to secure funding and recognition.
If Bob Berkebile secures funding for the following projects, it would overlap with what Marty Kraft wants to accomplish. 
· Regen-Ag Initiative based at Powell Gardens which is undergoing a new master plan.
· Would support regenerative agriculture and be operated by Lincoln University, the Audubon’s Evergreen Grazing Program and other KC based non-profits.
· Stowers Community – Wants to build a community based around the health and wellness of residents. 
· IDA – exploration of Blue Valley.
A work group will be established to assist Marty with reworking the Johnson-Su PowerPoint, researching funding opportunities, form concrete ideas and strategies to bring to the Climate Planning Team. Initial volunteers are:
· Ben Proffer
· Caroline (Molly) Davies
· Dana Ripper
· Bob Berkebile

F. Office of Environmental Quality Report - Andy Savastino & Lara Isch
· The Climate Plan is moving forward.
· Staff and consultants have been trained on creating a page under the Bang the Table website
· Positions have been posted for 1 intern and 2 Climate Justice workers. If you know anyone who wants to apply, please send them here: https://www.brendlegroup.com/open-positions/
· Moving forward with internal stakeholder interviews in the following categories (interviews to be held May 20 -21):
· Energy & Buildings
· Food & Waste
· Health & Climate Justice
· Natural Resources & Environment
· Neighborhood & Land Use
· Transportation & Mobility
· Timeline is continually being adjusted to best suit project logistics.
· LEED For Cities – KCMO was accepted into the cohort. The application is due in approximately a year. 
· Energy Code – dept of Energy sent out an assessment of the 2020 IECC.
· Residential: 8 – 9% energy efficiency improvement over the 2018 code.
· Commercial: 3 – 4% energy efficiency improvement over the 2018 code.
· Council and City Planning wants to vet the energy code questions through Climate planning process before making a final decision.
· LED Conversion Project – The Mayor and City Council received the letter from the EMC, the next discussion should take place in the transportation and infrastructure committee meeting next week. We are hoping the city manager will move forward with a pilot project to compare 3,000K and 4,000K LED lights.
· Renewables Direct – official notice came out yesterday regarding the city’s participation. http://cityclerk.kcmo.org/LiveWeb/Documents/Document.aspx?q=X%2Fpf%2Bl6HYxPv4nou6SHuaq7nVC1Ck%2BmAKMguHZcF2DjFBbwXw8ZXzASEZQwc022S
· Environmental Achievement Awards – nomination information went out and all nominations are due by June 18, 2021. 

G. Reports and Updates from Committees – None

H. New Business – Greenability Website: https://greenabilitymagazine.com/
· Has an interesting article about solar energy and gives great info on weekend plant sales. 

I. Old Business – None

J. Remarks from Visitors – Don Wallace thanked the EMC for the letter sent to Mayor Lucas regarding the LED Light Conversion Project. 


	

The next EMC meeting is: 
	

DATE:	June 9, 2021
TIME:	4:00 pm to 6:00 pm
PLACE:	Location Pending


	
	


The meeting was adjourned at 6:01 pm.
*Action Items. 
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